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AUTHOR’S NOTE 


T he facts which go to make a book of this 
kind cannot be collected without the first/ 
hand assistance of many people. I have received 
the most generous response fiom all those to 
whom I have applied, and there are numerous debts of 
gratitude that I must acknowledge. 

It is a special pleasure and honour to thank His 
Highness the Aga Khan himself, both for his per/ 
mission to enquire into all that appertains to his Stable 
and for the very helpful interviews that he has given. 

I have to thank Colonel T. G. Peacocke, C.V.O., 
C.I.E., and Mrs. Peacocke for a most pleasant and 
profitable day spent by Mr. John Dorman going over 
the Sheshoon and Ballymanny Studs, The Curragh, 
Ireland, and for their true Irish hospitality. Mr. Fr:^ 
Butters has been more than kind in sparing time for 
fiequent interviews and in extending to me and to Mr. 
Dorman all available facilities in our search for infbr/ 
mation. I cannot thank him enough. My thanks are 
also due to his secretary, Mr. Harold Jackson, for his 
readiness to supply answers to my innumerable ques/ 
tions concerning the establishment at Fitzroy House. 

Most of my knowledge of the early acquisitions of the 
Aga Khan’s Stable durii^ its formative period in 1921/ 
1922 I have gained from the Honourable George 
Lambton, and Mr. R. C. Dawson has been to no end 
of pains to provide me with relevant details of the 
leading members of the Aga Khan’s Stable covering 
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the years I92i<'i93i« when he was trainer to His High/ 
ness. I diank them both. 

Madame Vuillier, during a visit paid by Mr. Dorman 
to her beaudful home near Paris, was most padent in 
explaining the theory of breeding of her husband, the 
late Colonel Vuillier, according to which all the 
matings of the Aga Khan*s Stable are made. 

I am indebted, more than I can tell, to my fiiend Mr. 
John Dorman for his practical and sympathetic help 
in collecting material and in the preparation and 
writir^ of diis accouitt of the Aga Khan’s Horses. 
Without him I can truly say this book would not exist 
at all. 

Finally, all readers and horse lovers will join me in 
paying a tribute of thanks and praise to Mr. Lionel 
Edwards for his glorious illustrations. With such hving 
portraits on record, the great horses that I have tried to 
write about can surely never be forgotten. 

R. C. L. 

Didcot. 

April, ipj8. 
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THE AGA KHAN FORMS HIS STABLE 

I N 1904 His Highness the Aga Khan paid a visit to 
the late Lord Wavertree at Tally, in Ireland, where 
the latter had a breeding stud. During this visit, and 
subsequently. Lord Wavertree urged his guest to 
take up racing in England. His advice did not bear 
fruit till 1921, in which year the Aga Khan began to 
look round for likely mares of the highest lineage with 
which to stock a breeding stud of his own. *T had 
neither the means nor the time to follow his advice 
earlier,” says the Aga Khan. “Between 1904 and 1921 
I was very busy with political work. I wanted to do the 
thing thoroughly, or not at all. The idea of having a 
small stud did not appeal to me, so I waited until I 
could do it as I had planned.” 

As soon as he had reached the decision to make a 
beginning with a stable of his own, he wrote a letter to 
the Hon. George Lambton, of MesnilWarren, New^ 
market, as good a judge and trainer of a horse as any 
man in England. As a result of this letter George 
Lambton journeyed to London to see the Aga Khan, 
who asked him to train for him. But George Lambton 
was forced to decline, as he was already full up. His 
Highness then asked him to do his buying for him, and 
George Lambton agreed. 

“I was to concentrate on fillies,” says George Lambton, 
“and only to buy a colt if I felt really keen on him.” 

As a result of his commission he went to the Yearling 
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Sales, held at Doncaster in September, with the full 
intention of buying any likely Hllies that might be 
offered. And by the time he left he had purchased eight 
lots at a total cost of 24,520 guineas; this sum represented 
nearly a seventh of the total yield from the sales. 

Among his purchases were two fillies, Teresina and 
Cos, who were destined to make a name for themselves 
both on the racecourse and at the stud. Teresina has 
numbered among her descendants Theresina, winner of 
the Irish Oaks, while Cos became the dam of Rustom 
Pasha. 

The bidding for Teresina, a gooddooking chestnut 
filly by Tracery out of Blue Tit, started at 1,000 guineas. 
The moment he set eyes on her George Lambton deters 
mined to buy her for the Aga Khan. "I thought 
her a beautiful mare,” says George Lambton. “I buy 
them really on their looks, if they’re well bred. She 
was well bred, and a very beautiful mare.” But he was 
not to come by her easily, for he had a stern opponent in 
Lord Glanely, and it was only after he had signified 
7,700 guineas to Lord Glanely’s bid of 7,600 guineas 
that Mr. Somerville Tattersall dropped the hammer in 
his favour, and Teresina was led away, henceforward a 
member of the Aga Khan’s racing stable. 

Cos also went for a good price, George Lambton 
eventually buying her for 5,000 guineas. A handsome 
brown fiUy by Flying Orb out of Renaissance, and so a 
half’sister to the Cambridgeshire winner Eros, Cos was 
bred by Lord D’Abemon, at that time British Ambas^ 
sador at Berlin, and reared at his Esher Place stud 
beside Sandown Park racecourse. We may be sure that 
Lord D’Abernon, who was present at the Sales, was 
pleased at the price that his filly had fetched. And George 
Lambton was pleased too. He had acquired, amoi^ 
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Others, two of the likeliest fillies on view at the 
Sales. The price paid had been a high one, but was 
mote than justified by the results. 

These results were not long in materialising. In June 
of the next year Cos carried her owner’s colours — green 
and chocolate hoops, chocolate cap — to an easy victory 
at Ascot in the valuable Queen Mary Stakes. This 
success was repeated a fortnight later at Newmarket, 
when her beautiful action secured her another good win. 
In the middle of July she did well to run second to the 
very high/’class horse Town Guard, in the National 
Breeders* Produce Stakes at Sandown. This defeat 
proved to be her only one of the year, for she subset 
quently won at Nottingham, Stockton, Warwick, and 
Kempton Park. She thus became in her first year on the 
racecourse the winner of six races worth ^ 8 , 027 ^ repay.' 
ing with interest the money which her owner had 
expended on her purchase at Doncaster. 

Teresina’s career as a two/year/old was much shorter 
and less spectacular, for she did not appear on a race.' 
course until September, and then failed to win either of 
the two races in which she was set to run. At Derby she 
ran unplaced in the Champion Breeders* Foal Stakes, 
and three weeks later was third to My Lord and 
Americus Boy in the comparatively unimportant Linton 
Stakes at Newmarket. But her turn was to come. For 
when she retired from the racecourse the total of stake 
money standing to her credit was not only greater than 
that of Cos, but, what is far more important, she left a 
name behind her as one of the gamest and finest stayers 
ever seen on an Ei^lish racecourse. 

When, during this same month of September, the 
yearlings firom Lady Sykes’s stud at Sledmere were led 
into the ting at the Doncaster Sales, one of them, a 
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wonderful spotted grey idly, at once attracted the atten^' 
tion of all present. She had both size and quality, and 
her confirmation was so per&ct that she could not be 
Suited. I hive attended the Sales at Doncaster for more 
years than I care to remember now, but I can recall no 
other yearling who made so great a sensation on this her 
first public appearance as did the grey filly. 

And, indeed, ‘‘sensational’*, “phenomenal” and 
“amazing” were adjectives which were to follow her 
throughout her whole subsequent career on the race/ 
course, whether written in the reports ofblas^ journalists 
shocked into excitement by her unparalleled exploits as 
a two/year/old, or spoken by the Ups of the thousands 
who attended any race in which she appeared, drawn 
by a &scination such as no other racehorse of her time 
was able to exercise upon the race/going public. For the 
grey yearling was the “flying filly”, Mumtaz Mahal, the 
^test filly in the Annals of the Turf. 

By The Tetrarch out of Lady Josephine, she in/ 
herited all the brilliant speed of her sire, together with 
that of her dam, winner of the Acorn Stakes at Epsom, 
the Coventry Stakes at Ascot, and the Champagne 
Stakes at Doncaster. Lady Josephine herself was by a 
famous sprinter, Sundridge, out of another, Americus 
Girl. 

The moment he saw her George Lambton deter/ 
mined to have her. “I thought her one of the best animals 
I ever saw in my life,” says George Lambton. With so 
much mere speed m her ancestry there was an obvious 
risk that she might lack other qualities essential to a 
Classic racehorse, but the risk was worth taking. 

The bidding began at 2,000 guineas, and quickly 
settled down into a duel between George Lambton and 
the well/known sportsman Captain Percy Bewicke, 
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who was by no means a wealthy man. Finally it reached 
the g^antic total of 9*000 guineas, offered by Percy 
Bewi<^. But George Lambton had set his heart on the 
grey Glly. He offered 9,100 guineas. There was no reply, 
and she was knocked down to him for the highest sum 
of money given for a yearling SUy since Sceptre fetched 
10,000 guineas. 

After the auction George Lambton went up to Percy 
Bewicke and asked him fer whom he was bidding. 

"For myself,” was the reply. 

"But,” said George Lambton, "you never have that 
much money, Percy!” 

To which Percy Bewicke replied, "I can’t lose by 
her. She’s probably a good animal, but if she isn’t a 
good animal, I can put her in a selling race and have 
ten thousand pounds on her.” 

George Lambton’s purchases at the Sales also included 
two colts who were later to make considerable names for 
themselves on the Turf. One of these was Diophon, and 
the other Salmon Trout. Diophon was a big, handsome 
colt from the same stud as Cos, being by the Derby 
winner. Grand Parade, out of Donnetta, halfesister to 
Renaissance, the dam of Cos. George Lambton secured 
him cheap at 4,000 guineas, there being a doubt as to 
the colt’s knees, which some people considered too 
straight. But Lord D’Abernon considered him highly, 
and George Lambton is emphatic that there was 
nothing wrong with the colt. "Diophon’s knees were 
all right,” he says. "He was a well-made horse. He ran 
when he was five years old, and was as good then as 
ever he had been.” 

Of Salmon Trout George Lambton says, "A lot of 
people didn’t like him, but I did. He was out of a very 
fine mare”. Subsequent events proved George Lambton 
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right, and a lot of people vnrong. Salmon Trout showed 
himself on the racecourse well worth the 3*000 guineas 
expended on his purchase, displaying much of the speed 
of his sire, The Tetrarch. 

Two other animals bought at the same Sales for the 
Aga Khan were to distinguish themsdves in very 
diluent &shion. They were Voleuse and Fiiar*s 
Daughter. Voleuse became in later yean the dam of 
The^ and Friar’s Daughter of Dastur and Bahram— 
three names since become famous on the Turf. 

The Aga Khan had thus succeeded in acquiring in a 
single year the brillknt Mumtaz Mahal; Diophon and 
Salmon Trout, two of the very best of the tallowing 
season’s two^ear^old colts; and two fine btoodymares in 
Friar’s Daughter and Voleuse, not to mention Teresina 
and Cos, secured the preceding year. “I bought the Aga 
Khan mares,” says George I^mbton, “that had good 
breeding, good looks, good 1 ^, and apparently good 
constitutions.” 

The Aga Khan might well congratulate himself on 
having written that letter asking George Lambton to 
come and see him in London. The foundations of his 
stable had been soundly laid, and he could look forward 
with confidence to a great future as an owner. But in 
1922— in this his first year of racing— he had not merely 
to content himself with the promise of things to come. 
Thanks chiefly to the achievements as a two/year^old of 
Cos, he found himself by the end of the year already 
occupying ninth place in the list of Leading Ownen. 
And the following season was to see his name still higher 
in that list. 
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LEADING OWNERS IN 1922 


Lord Woolavington 

Winners 

9 

Rjoces 

Won 

21 

Value 

1 

32,090 

Lord Derby 

19 

41 

30,628 

Mr. E. S. Tattersall 

5 

16 

22,257 

Sir George fiullough 

7 

13 

16,581 

Mrs. S. Whifbum 

7 

16 

16,214 

Lord Astor 

4 

7 

14.4^7 

Lord Lonsdale 

7 

II 

14>279 

Lord Queenborough 

3 

4 

13,754 

H.H. Aga Khan 

5 

13 

13,733 

Mr. James White 

16 

26 

13,695 

Mr. B. W. Parr 

2 

4 

12,524 

Mr. S. B. Joel 

10 

14 

12,171 

Duke of Westminster 

8 

14 

11,946 
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DETAILS OF TERESINA’S RACES IN 1922 


Derby— -Septemher 5 

The Champion Breeders* Foal Stakes of 1,250 sovs.; 
900 sovs. to the owner of winner; 200 sovs. to owoct at 
entry of winner; 50 sovs. each to owner at running and 
owner at entry of second; 25 sovs. each to owner at 
running and owner at entry of third. For two-year/ 
olds. Five furlongs. (Aaual value to winner, 
£ho8s.) 

Miltiades (Mr. Z. G. Michalinos), 8st. ylb. 

M. Beary i 

Tornaveen (Mr. B. Walker), pst. 4lb. 

S. Donoghue 2 

Kinsman (Mr. P. P. Gilpin), 8st. ylb. 

Archibald 3 

Also Ran:— Tarpon, pst. ylb. (H. Jones), Pola, 
8st. I alb. (F. Lane), Portsoy, 8st. lalb. (Elliott), 
Blue Sol, 8st. ylb. (W. Lister), Eltonian, 8st. ylb. 
(car. 8st. 4lb.) (Winter), Redgauntlet, 8st. ylb. 
(J. Childs), Americus Boy, 8st. ylb. (J. Leach), 
Farndon Bridge, 8st. ylb. (B. Carslake), Teresina 
(Aga Khan), 8 st. 41b. (G. Hulme), 5th in race, 
Seeres, 8st. 4lb« (S. Feltham). 

Winner trained by F. Hunt at Jevington. 

Starting Prices:— 9 to 4 against Miltiades, 9 to 2 Tonuu 
veen, ii to 2 Portsoy, 6 to i Kinsman, 8 to i Ameri/ 
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cus Boy, 10 to I each Pola and Tatpon, loo to 6 
each gainst the others. 

Won by half a length; a head separated second and 
third. 


Newmarket — September 28 

The Linton Stakes of 10 sovs. each, 3 ft., with 200 sovs. 
added, for two/year-'olds; second to receive 50 sovs. 
Five furlongs. (Actual value to winner, )C440.) 

My Lord (Mr. J. B. Joel), 8st. nib. F. Bullock i 
Americus Boy (Mr. S. W. Beer), 8st. nib. 

J. Leach 2 

Teresina (The Aga Khan), 8st. 8lb. G. Hulmc 3 

Also Ran: — Tulwar, 8st. nib. (N. Spear), Ornamen-' 
tation, 8st. nib. (F. Lane), Fantomas, 8st. nib. 
(C. Elliott), Synorix, 8st. nib. (R. Jones), Perpen/ 
Ocular, 8st. nib. (W. Lister), Roi Soleil, 8st. nib. 
(B. Carslake), Heart of Oak, 8st. nib. (H. Jones), 
Black Fairy, 8st. 8lb. (H. Chaloner), Tranquil, 
8st. 8lb. (£. Gardner), Strathbraan, 8st. 8lb. (G. 
Smith), Mazoe, 8st. 8lb. (A. Walley), Lady VosHg, 
8st. 8lb. (H.Wragg), Joyzelle, 8st. 8lb. Q. Childs), 
Fast Colour, 8st. 8lb. (M. Beaty), Lady Maureen, 
8st. 8lb. (G. Archibald), Purple, 8st. 8lb. (R. Grace), 
Terre Ferme, 8st. 8lb. (V. Smyth), Benevolence, 
8st. 8lb. (S. Donoghue). 

Winner trained by Morton at Want^e. 

Starting Prices: — n to 4 i^ainst Tranquil, 4 to i Tere/ 
sina, 5 to I Americus Boy, 6 to i My Lord, 10 to i 
Roi Soleil, 20 to i each against the others. 

Won by two lengths; three lengths separated second and 
third. TranquU was fourth and Tulwar last. 
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THE FLYING FILLY 

I N the previous season of 1922 the Aga Khan had 
naturally looked round for a trainer for his horses, 
and had finally decided, on the advice of George 
Lambton, to ask Mr. R. C. Dawson, of Fawley 
Manor, Wantage, Berkshire, whose training establish^ 
ment is at Whatcombe. Thus was begun that famous 
racing association which was to produce such good 
winners as Teresina, Cos, Mumtaz Mahal, Oiophon, 
Salmon Trout, Blenheim, Rustom Pasha and Ut 
Majeur, and a great many others. 

All the horses that we have followed thus far came 
through the winter of 1922 to 1923 well. Teresina, 
though not very big, had grown into a charming filly. 
Mumtaz Mahal, at the threshold of what was to prove 
a dazzling debut, provided as fine a specimen of a well/ 
grown two/year/old thoroughbred as could be wished, 
though perhaps a trifle on the light side. 

Almost from the moment that she was put into 
training, Mumtaz Mahal b^an to reveal to her trainer 
her outstanding qualities. She was obviously going to 
develop into a filly with a most unusual turn of speed. 
But just how great that turn of speed was not even Dick 
Dawson, to give him the name by which he is known to 
his coundess firiends, had any inkling, as he watched 
her go through her early training gallops. 

At the beginning of I^y, some time be&re the Spring 
Stakes at Newmarket, in which she was entered to run. 
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Mumtaz Mahal was given her first fiirmal trial against 
another horse. The filly selected for this purpose was 
Friar's Daughter, bought at the same Sales as Mumtaz, 
and later to become famous as the dam of Dastur and 
Bahram. In the first week of April she had been set to 
run in the Enfield Plate at Alexandria Park, winning 
with ease by two lengths from Golden Knight, himself 
an easy previous winner at Nottingham. 

When the actual moment arrived for the test, we may 
well imagine that it was with a touch of more than usual 
excitement that Dick Dawson, seated on horseback, 
watched the two fillies take their places. The actual 
weight which Mumtaz Mahal had been asked to give 
to her rival was twenty^eight pounds. This was a lot of 
weight, and if she could manage to win her chances of 
capturing the Spring Stakes at Newmarket would be 
bright indeed. Would she be able to give twenty^ght 
pounds to so high class an animal as Friar’s Daughter 
had already shown herself to be? 

Mumtaz was quickly to provide the answer, and that 
in no uncertain manner. For the two fillies had no 
sooner been started, than the grey daughter of The 
Tetrarch began to demonstrate that she had inherited 
all the dazzling speed of her sire. Friar’s Daughter, not^' 
withstanding her big advantage in the weights, was left 
standing, the grey filly racing in half a furlong ahead of 
her. “I was so astounded,” says Dick Dawson, “that I 
nearly fell off my hack.” 

Astounding indeed it was! So astounding that the 
news rapidly leaked out, and when Mumtaz Mahal 
faced the starting/gate for the Spring Stakes it was to find 
herself the fiivourite, notwithstanding the presence of the 
very fine filly Straidace, who had already made a reputa/ 
tion for herself and was later destined to win the Oaks. 
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The outcome was to show that the market, usually the 
best guide in an early race for two/year/olds, in which 
many of the competitors are appearing for the first time, 
had done less than justice to Mumtaz Mahal. For no 
sooner had she provided one sensation in her trial against 
Friar’s Daughter, than she capped it with an even 
greater one in this her first appearance on a racecourse. 
I purposely refrain horn using the word “race”, for there 
was no race at all. The grey ^y immediately jumped off 
in firont, and had the rest of the field beaten at the end 
of three furlongs. She finally cantered in sedately three 
lengths in front of Straitlace, her time being officially 
given as 57 4^5 seconds, the fastest time ever acconv 
plished over the Rous course. 

It is interesting to recall the equally sensational first 
appearance of her sire. The Tetrarch, at the April 
Meeting at Newmarket in 1913. On that occasion The 
Tetrarch, in appearance a big, powerful grey colt, took 
the lead a quarter of a mile from the finish, beating a big 
field in a canter. 

Teresina, who accompanied Mumtaz Mahal to New/ 
market, had run second in the valuable Newmarket 
Stakes, two races earlier in the programme. Hulme, the 
Aga Khan’s jockey, who had also ridden Mumtaz 
M^al in her highly successful first appearance, did not 
press Teresina when he saw that she had not the speed 
to catch Top Gallant, who had already carried off the 
Victoria Cup earlier in the month at Hurst Park. Top 
Gallant finally won in a canter by a length and a hal^ 
Teresina bcii^ an equally easy second. 

The result of this race is in some ways typical of 
Teresina’s whole career as a three^^ear/old. With one 
exception she never succeeded in winning a race, but 
on the other hand she was incapable of running badly, 
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THE PLYING FILLY 

always amongst the first three or fi>ur. As a 

stayer she was to prove herself without a superior, bat 
she just lacked that extra speed at the finish which would 
have enabled her to challenge the leader successfully. 

Her next race was the Oaks at Epsom, the second 
of the season’s Classics which are restricted to fillies. 
Among her opponents were Tranquil and Brownhylda. 
Tranquil, a fitly belonging to Lord Derby, had won the 
One Thousand Guineas, the first of the season’s Classics 
restricted to fillies, and had also beaten Brownhylda 
easily at Newbury. So many people were convinced 
that Tranquil would win, that she was made favourite 
at evens. 

Brownhylda was a stable companion of Teresina at 
Whatcombe, where the two fillies were considered equal. 
She had been bought by Dick Dawson for a French/ 
man, the Vicomte de Fontarce, at the same Sales as 
George Lambton had given 7,700 guineas for Teresina. 
Dick Dawson secured her for the ridiculous sum of 
310 guineas. Some years afterwards she was bought by 
die Aga Khan for the stud farm which he acquired 
durii^ this year at the Curragh, Co. Kildare, Ireland. 
There, in 1929, she became the dam, by Pharos, of 
Firdaussi, who will enter largely into this story at a 
later date. 

Teresina came down to the start of the Oaks second 
favourite at 8 to i. Shordy after the start she was close 
to Brownhylda, with Tranquil not far ahead, a length 
or two behind the actual leaders. At the bottom of 
Tattenham Comer the leaders began to drop back, and 
Teresina and Brownhylda moved up on Tranquil’s 
off side. Lord Derby’s filly thus finding herself caught 
in a pocket on the rails, ftom which she was never able 
to escape. Meanwhile an exciting drama was being 

15 



THE AGA KHAN'S HORSES 

enacted by Teresina, Btownhylda, and Shrove, one of 
the early leaders. Just before the distance Brownhylda 
had secured the lead and appeared likely to win un^ 
challenged, with Shrove second. But the onlookers had 
reckoned without Teresina’s courage and, above all, her 
wonderful stamina. She not only refused to give in but, 
answering all Hulme's demands on her, began to go up 
rapidly on Shrove and Brownhylda. There was just not 
time for her effort to succeed, and in a desperate finish 
Brownhylda won by a neck, with Shrove second, a bare 
head in fiont of Teresina, who must have won had the 
course been another hundred yards longer. 

By her running in the Oaks, the greatest race for fillies, 
Teresina had stamped herself as one of the very finest 
fillies in training. It was with this reputation that she 
went to Royal Ascot in the third week in June, accom^ 
panied by Cos, who had already distinguished herself 
by running second to Tranquil in the“One Thousand”; 
Paola, a three^year^old filly by The Tetrarch; and the 
brilliant youngster Mumtaz Mahal. Truly a galaxy of 
talent that any owner might be proud to be represented by 
at the greatest race meeting in the world, particularly when 
it was that owner’s second season of racing on the Turf! 

Mumtaz was the first to be seen in action. She had 
been entered for the Queen Mary Stakes, which Cos 
had won for the Aga Khan the year before, and her 
opponents included half a dozen fillies, any of whom in 
ordinary circumstances were capable of winning races. 
But circumstances were never ordinary when Mumtaz 
Mahal was around. The fame of the grey filly’s brilliant 
running at Newmarket had naturally preceded her, and 
she found herself hot favourite at 4 to i on, odds of 
100 to 7 being offered against the chances of each of her 
fourteen opponents. 
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THE FLYING FILLY 

Yet not even these odds reflected the ease with which 
the grey daughter of The Tetrarch won. The race was 
all over after a hundred yards had been covered. “The 
flying filly” immediately jumped off in ftont, as she had 
done at Newmarket, and at the end of the distance 
mentioned above was two or three lengths in ftont. 
Hulme had nothii^ more to do than to keep her up to 
her bit until she had passed the winning-post, which she 
did ten lengths in ftont of her nearest opponent. 

After this second triumph Mumtaz Mahal’s reputa- 
tion stood so high, that she was destined for the rest of 
the year to meet nothing but small fields, her mere 
appearance on a racecourse being sufficient to fiighten 
away the best of the other two-year-olds. In the mean- 
while “Mumty”, as she came to be known affectionately 
to the newspapers and the general public — she was 
never called anything but Mumtaz Mahal, or Mumtaz, 
at Whatcombe — ^had given the Aga Khan a “flying” 
start in what was to prove ft>r him a most successful 
meeting. 

On the following day he was represented in the 
extremely valuable and important Coronation Stakes by 
Teresina and Paola. After the Oaks I had formed the 
opinion that Teresina was already one of the very best 
fillies in trainiig, and one, moreover, who was likely to 
improve with racing. When the weights were pub- 
lished, and it was seen that she was receiving seven 
pounds from Paola, and a stone ftom Lord Derby’s 
filly. Tranquil, who had been so unlucky in the Oaks, 
her chances became outstanding. 

The market clearly reflected this opinion, Teresina 
being made favourite at 9 to 4 against, with Paola and 
Shrove, who had beaten Teresina a head in the Oaks, 
joint second favourites at 7 to 2. Tranquil came next at 
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9 to 2, while odds of lOO to 7 were oflered against the 
chances of the rest of the field. The confidence of the 
public in Teresina was further strengthened when it was 
seen that she bore the Aga Khan’s first colours, green 
and chocolate hoops and chocolate cap, and was being 
ridden by Hulme, the stable jockey. Paola carried 
second colours — same jacket, but with green cap — ^with 
V. Smyth up. 

The Aga Khan’s opponents never showed in the race 
with a chance, it being obvious a long way from the 
finish that either Teresina or Paola would win. In the 
end Paola won by a length and a half, with King 
George V’s horse. Lady Feo, two lengths away third. 
Tranquil, carrying top weight, was fourth, and Shrove 
gave a disappointing display to come in last of the field 
of seven. The same day Cos was successful in winning 
the much less important Fern Hill Stakes, and three days 
later ran third in the King’s Stand Stakes. 

The Aga Khan’s winning the Coronation Stakes 
with his second string was an unfortunate result. The 
public were undoubtedly somewhat misled by seeing 
Teresina carry her owner’s first colours, the impression, 
that her chances were prefored to those of Paola by those 
that should know the two filUes best, being strengthened 
when it was seen that Hulme had elected her as his 
mount in preference to her stable mate. It may be argued 
that the race is the important thing, and that therefore it 
does not matter greatly that the public were accidentally 
misled. Such is not my view. It is the pubUc — both 
members of the Clubs, of Tattersall’s Ring, and of the 
Silver Ring — ^who, by their payment for admission, 
make racing possible. 

The Aga Khan himself realised that there was litde 
to choose between his two good fillies, but if he had had 
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his way would have declared to win with Paola. 
Actually in the end he was dissuaded from this course, 
and put up his second colours on Paola. **I and 
Dawson,” the Aga Khan told me, “were decided all 
the morning to declare to win with Paola. When I got 
to the course I met my old friend Sydney Galtry, at that 
time ‘Hotspur’ of the Daily Telegraph, who had known 
me in India twenty years earlier. He persuaded me that, 
as people all over the country had backed Teresina, I had 
had no right to make a declaration not announced to 
the public beforehand. I therefore let them run on their 
merits. As Hulme, the stable jockey, was on Teresina, 
I let him have hist colours. It does not mean anything, 
as we do not try horses beforehand, but train each horse 
as well as we can to win the race.” 

A month after Ascot Teresina, continuing her career 
of racing only in the very highest company, was sent, 
accompanied by Mumtaz Mahal, to Sandown, where 
she was due to run in the Eclipse Stakes, the most 
important race outside of the Classics, and frequently 
more valuable than them. Among her opponents were 
Lord Astor’s Bold and Bad and Saltash. Bold and Bad, 
who was made first favourite, had won the Derby 
Stakes, the previous race to the Coronation Stakes, at 
Ascot by a length from Portlight, and had two days 
later run second in the Hardwicke Stakes at the same 
meeting. He had also, in gallops at Manton shortly 
before the race, shown a marked superiority to Saltash, 
who was, however, the better looking animal. Others 
of Teresitu’s opponents were Triumph, an improved 
and still improving colt, who had already won three 
out of four races during the season, and the tubed 
Duncan Cray, who had shown himself to be an honest 
colt. 
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In my opinion colts who have been tubed should be 
barred from taking part in all the really important races, 
among which I would include the Eclipse Stakes. Such 
colts are useless as sires and therefore to the breeding of 
thoroughbreds. It is for this reason that geldings are 
barred from taking part in the Classic races. 

Teresina, opposed to these high^'class colts, occupied 
only fourth place in the betting. But she quickly showed 
that this was an understatement of her ability. Soon after 
the start of the race she was running third, being lead 
only by Saltash and Star Chamber. At the end of the 
first five furlongs of the mile and a quarter over which the 
race was run she caught Star Chamber and became 
second, which position she held, notwithstanding a 
strong challenge by Bold and Bad at the distance. Bold 
and Bad himself being ultimately caught and passed by 
Duncan Gray. The latter was quite unable to make any 
impression on Teresina, however, who finished two 
lengths in front of him, and a length behind Saltash, 
carrying Lord Astor’s second colours. Thus once again 
in a season an owner had won an important race with 
his second string. 

The next day, the concluding day of the meeting at 
Sandown Park and a Saturday, a huge attendance of 
visitors flocked to the racecourse. It was not a race that 
attracted them, nor the fine weather, nor the fret that it 
was Saturday and so a holiday for many people. What 
drew them in their thousands to Sandown Park on that 
Saturday afternoon was the knowledge that a certain 
young lady of two years old, already exercising the sway 
of a queen over the multitudes who came to watch and 
to worship her, was due to tun in the important National 
Breeders’ Produce Stakes. And that yout^ lady was 
Mumtaz Mahal. 
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To the general re^et Sttaitlace, whom Mumtaz had 
trounced so severely in the Spring Stakes at Newmarket, 
but who had since shown herself to be a filly of the 
highest class, was not sent to run, though actually 
entered for the race. There is no doubt that had she been 
sent to run she would have beaten the rest of the animals 
in the race with almost the same ease as did Mumtaz 
Mahal. Not indeed that the word “race” was any more 
applicable to this encounter than to the others in which 
the flying filly had hitherto appeared. Displaying the 
phenomenal speed which everyone had by this time 
come to expect from her, she won cantering by four 
lengths, while the rest of the field were galloping their 
hardest. 

Her next race was the Molecomb Stakes at Good^ 
wood, one of the most important and certainly one of the 
most enjoyable meetings of the season under Jockey Club 
Rules. It may not have the glory of Ascot nor the in/ 
formality of Epsom, but it is dways a great meeting. The 
going is seldom other than good, for the turf is old with 
a fine bottom to it. And what course in the whole length 
and breadth of England has more glorious surroundings! 
As one stands out on the Downs the Solent stretches 
away behind one, blue and wonderfully clear. Before 
one, as one gazes down from the very summit of the 
Downs, lie pleasant woods and rolling plains. It is not 
the people nor the dresses that matter at Goodwood. It 
is Nature, with her trees and lawns and clouds, that 
gives Goodwood her glory — ^the glory of the Ei^lish 
countryside. 

It was amidst such surroundings that Mumtaz found 
herself at the beginning of August, due to run in her 
first race over six furlongs. She had hitherto never been 
asked to go more than five furlongs, and over this 
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distance she had always pulverised the opposition with 
arrogant ease by the sheer, glorious speed of her fly-' 
ing hooves. Would she be able to do the same over 
the longer distance? It seemed incredible that such 
phenomenal pace could be allied with stamina. 

As it happened the answer to this question, which 
was on the h'ps of every race/goer, had to be postponed 
till another day, for, to the great disappointment of the 
many visitors assembled to see the flying Ally, it became 
evident that she was to be given a walk-'over, her reputa-' 
tion having frightened away the entire opposition. At 
the last moment Sir Abe Bailey, by a thoroughly sport/ 
ing and thoughtful act worthy of a great supporter of the 
Turf, started his horse, Karov, in order that the big 
crowd should not be disappointed. Of the race itself 
there is nothii^ to write. Mumtaz, at odds of 40 to i on, 
and looking every inch a queen, cantered in gracefully 
ten lengths ahead of her opponent. Oiophon, also set 
to run at Goodwood, and who already had to his credit 
a good win and a walk/over at Newmarket, secured 
another good victory for the Aga Khan in the Levant 
Stakes at the same meetit^, winning by a length from 
Beresford. 

At the end of August the sporting northern crowds 
had their first opponunity of seeing Teresina in action, 
for she was set to run over a mile and a half at York in 
the Great Yorkshire Stakes. Her reputation had pre/ 
ceded her, and she went down to the start second 
favourite at 7 to 4 against, first fovourite at ii to 10 
being Doric, who had run fourth in the Derby. She was 
meeting this good colt at weight for sex. 

The race rapidly developed into a duel between the 
two. Doric led all the way over the first six furlongs, but 
then Teresina began to creep up on him. She reached 
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his quarters, his girth, and finally got to his head. For 
almostfour furloi^ the two raced neck and neck, neither 
flinching in the desperate struggle. But gradually the 
filly’s wonderful stamina began to tell in her favour, and 
two furlongs from the finish she forced herself into the 
lead. Doric had then shot his bolt, and she appeared 
likely to win with ease. At the last moment danger 
developed from an unexpected quarter. Light Jester, 
who had not been seriously backed for the race, came 
with a long run, and the Aga Khan’s filly only just 
staved off defeat by a neck. But she had at last managed 
to snatch victory, which had hitherto always just eluded 
her, and which she had fully earned by her consistent 
and courageous running. 

And so we come to Doncaster and the St. Leger, the 
last of the season’s Classics. Teresina was due to run in 
the St. Leger, while Mumtaz Mahal had been entered 
for the Champagne Stakes, run over six furlongs, and 
one of the most important races for two/year<^olds. 

This time it really seemed that the burning question, 
as to whether or no Mumtaz allied stamina with her 
amazing speed, was about to be answered. The whole 
future of the flying filly hung upon that answer. For if 
the reply were in the affirmative, then it meant nothing 
less than that the grey daughter of The Tetrarch was 
destined to become the greatest racehorse in the history 
of the Turf. If it were in the negative, then she would 
never be anything more than a sprinter pure and 
simple, albeit the most brilliant ever seen on an Ei^lish 
racecourse. 

It appeared certain that her stamina would be 
thoroughly tested, for the fine filly, Straitlace, who 
had won the Rous Memorial Stakes at Goodwood the 
day before Mumtaz had walked away with the Mole/ 
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comb Stakes* was in the paddock ready to take part 
in the Champagne Stakes. However, once again a 
fresh trial of strengdi between the two fillies faded to 
materialise, for when it was known that Mumtaz Mahal 
was a starter Straitlace was not saddled. 

Nevertheless the huge crowd, one of the greatest ever 
seen on the first day of the Doncaster Meeting, which 
had been attraaed to the course by the fine weather and 
the prospect of seeing the frmous flying filly, still 
anticipated a keen race. This anticipation was due to 
the presence of the high^'class horse Obliterate, who 
had done extremely well at York. In point of fact the 
expeaed struggle failed to materialise, for Mumtaz was 
clear of her field before she had covered a hundred yards, 
and cantered on to win with ridiculous ease. 

In spite of her easy victory there were some people 
present who thought that they detected an ominous sign 
in her running. They considered that she was stopping 
at the end. No doubt she was, but as Hulme was sitting 
up on her it can scarcely have been on this occasion from 
want of stamina. The truth is her stamina was never 
tested at all, and the whole question was perforce left 
in abeyance for another day. 

And so to the St. Leger! Here Teresina was destined 
to meet a number of old rivals. Among them was Doric, 
whom she had beaten at York, and Lord Derby’s filly 
Tranquil, in front of whom she had finished in the Oaks 
and the Coronation Stakes. Tranquil had been unfor^ 
tunate on the former occasion, when she found herself 
caught in a pocket from which she was never able to 
escape. In the Coronation Stakes she had been asked to 
give Teresiiu a stone, but she was now meeting her at 
level weights. Papyrus, winner of the Derby, was also 
in the race, and was made favourite. 
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Teresiiu looked fit and well as she cantered down to 
the starting post. Throughout the race she was well 
enough placed to win if she were good enough. When 
the Straight was reached she fi)und herself near Tranquil, 
with only Papyrus, Twelve Pointer and Parth ahead. 
Soon alter Twelve Pointer began to stop, his stamina 
being unequal to the one mile and three/quarters over 
which the race was run. But there was never any doubt 
as to Teresina’s stamina. She had soon overcome him, 
and went on to catch Parth. She now occupied second 
place, and it seemed certain that she would come in 
second with Papyrus first. Then suddenly the race 
underwent a complete change. Tranquil came unex^ 
pectedly with a long run, and next moment had won. 
She was the only runner besides Teresina whose stamina 
was really equal to the distance of the race. Teresitu once 
again showed that she just lacked that extra turn of 
speed at the finish which would have enabled her to 
turn seconds and thirds into wins. 

A month later Mumtaz was set to run at Kempton 
Park in the Imperial Produce Plate, decided over six 
furlongs. Would that race at last furnish the answer, 
already twice postponed, as to whether the flying filly 
could stay as well as sprint? As a threc-'year-'old would 
she be able to last the distances over which the great 
Classic races are run — the mile of the Two Thousand 
Guineas and the One Thousand Guineas, not to speak 
of the mile and a half of the Derby and Oaks, and the 
mile and three-quarters of the St. Leger? 

At first it appeared unlikely that that answer would be 
forthcoming. The opposition did not appear to be 
sufficiently strong seriously to test the stamina of the 
wonderful filly. The only animal about whom anything 
at all favourable could be said was Arcade, and the 
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most favourable thing about him was the fact that he 
was a full brother to Doric, whom Teresina had beaten 
at York and again in the St. Leger, in which he had 
fim’shed last. On the book of form Arcade could have 
no chance against Mumtaa, for only ten days before 
he had been beaten at Newmarket two lengths by 
Obliterate, whom the flying filly had beaten with 
the utmost ease over six furlongs in the Champagne 
Stakes. 

Notwithstanding these considerations, there was an 
ominous note in the market as the day for the great race 
arrived. Everyone expeaed that the wonderful filly, 
whose imperial sway no two^year/old had hitherto had 
the audacity to challenge, would start at her usual very 
long odds on. Such, however, was not the case. At one 
period as little as 5 to 2 was asked about her chance, 
and she finally started at only 9 to 2 on. Arcade, the only 
other runner with a quotation, was supported quite 
fleely at 100 to 9 against. 

What was the meaning of these ominous develop-' 
ments? How came it that many people were prepared to 
risk their money on Arcade, who on form could have 
no possible chance against the spotted grey daughter of 
The Tetrarch? No doubt the explanation was pardy to 
be found in the fact that Dick Dawson had hesitated for 
some time before he finally allowed Mumtaz Mahal to 
run, the filly having been definitely off colour before the 
race. In the end it was decided to saddle her, the view 
being taken that as she had always shown herself to be 
so vastly superior to her opponents she would still have 
sufficient in hand to win easily. 

But if her opponents on form had not the qualification 
to test the flying filly’s stamina, the conditions under 
which the race was run had. On the day of the race the 
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going was extremely heavy, making the six furlongs 
fully equal to seven over good going. 

No sooner had Mumtaz Mahal provided one sensa-^ 
don in the betdng before the race than she provided 
another on the racecourse to the huge crowd already on 
their toes with excitement. On each of the previous 
occasions she had left the rest of the field standing still as 
soon as the tapes were released. As the tapes went up the 
crowd round the course, tense with andcipadon, 
watched for the breath/taking dash which would carry 
her clear of the opposidon. But what is thisf Mumtaz 
Mahal has, it is true, jumped off in front, but it is only 
just in front. And at the end of a furlong she is sdll only 
just in front. The spectators, slightly dazed, condnue to 
wait expectantly for that wonderful dash. But it never 
comes. Happily the grey filly is galloping gracefully and 
easily, and Hulme is showing no signs of anxiety. At 
the end of four furlongs she is sdll leading, Tilphossa 
being a length behind, with Arcade close to her, and the 
rest of the field nowhere. The fifth furlong is covered, and 
Tilphossa drops back, beaten by the heavy going. Only 
a furlong before the winning-'post. When will Hulme 
ask the grey filly to come away} 

Arcade has now moved up to second place, and 
Childs, his jockey, has sat down on him and is riding 
him with determinadon. He even begins to go up on 
the grey filly. Inch by inch he closes the gap. The 
wintung^post draws rapidly nearer. The crowd holds its 
breath with anxiety. Will Mumtaz Mahal be able to 
stave off the insolent challenge lot^ enough? The heavy 
going is beginning to draw heavily on her reserves. 

Arcade reaches her quaners, her girth, and then the 
two ani mal s are racing neck and neck. For the first dme 
in her life Mumtaz receives the whip. But she can go no 
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faster. Arcade forces himself into the lead, and passes 
the winning/post half a length ahead. The flying Ally, 
the supposedly invincible Mumtaz Mahal, has been 
defeated, unable to stay the six furlongs of heavy going 
over which the race had been run. 

I could not help but be saddened by the result of this 
race. I was sorry that my conviction, which I had begun 
to form in the days of her five^furlong races, that such 
phenomenal speed could not be allied with stamina, 
had been proved to be correct. I was sorry, because if it 
had been shown that she could stay as well as gallop at 
the enormous speed that she was known to possess then 
I was to have seen and known the greatest racehorse the 
world has ever seen. And it is pleasant to be able to do 
such things. 

Halfway through October Teresina and Diophon 
were sent to run at Newmarket. The former was due to 
appear in the Cesarewitch, while Diophon had been 
entered for the valuable Middle Park Stakes. Among 
Teresina’s opponents were the French/trained Rose 
Prince and King George V’s London Cry, his late 
Majesty being present to watch him. There was a quick 
start, and at halfway Hard Battle was in front, with 
Tharros second and Carthage third. Teresina followed 
in a big group of horses, which included Miwani and 
Rose Prince. Just before theBushes Teresina and Miwani 
drew away from the group, followed by Rose Prince. 
The leading horses at the same time dropped back, their 
places beii^ taken by Teresina and Miwani. Halfway 
up the hill Miwani went slightly lame, and swerving 
into the Aga Khan's Ally gave her a bump. However, 
Teresina held on, and being now left alone in the lead it 
seemed all Lombard Street to a china orange that her 
marvellous stamina would carry her first past the 
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winning-'post. But once again victory was to be 
snatched from her by the narrowest of margins, for Rose 
Prince came with a great run, and fifty yards from the 
post he crept up to the filly’s head. Even then Teresina 
appeared likely to win, but the colt forced himself to the 
front in the last stride, and won by the shortest of heads 
imaginable. 

Two days later Diophon, who at the beginning of 
the month had run second in the Hopeful Stakes at 
Newmarket, won the Middle Park Stakes for the Aga 
Khan in excellent style. He led all the way, winning 
easily from Plack and Knight of the Garter, and showed 
himself to be possessed of both speed and stamina. 

Once again before the end of the season Teresina 
made her appearance on a racecourse. This was in the 
Lingfield Autumn Oaks, in which she started ftivourite 
at 7 to 4 against. Concertina being second favourite at 
9 to 4. Once again she showed that she lacked the 
finishing speed necessary to turn a welWun race into a 
victorious one, and could finish only fourth. 

Nevertheless when she retired for the winter she had 
fully earned her rest. She had to her credit one win, four 
seconds, two thirds and a fourth, this last representing 
the lowest position she occupied during the season. A 
fine record when we remember that she was always 
running in the very highest company. Though some^ 
what deficient in speed, she had shown herself to be as 
fine and courageous a stayer as any in training. This 
courage was to stand her in good stead during more 
than one hard^'fought finish durii^ the next year, and 
was to enable her to turn the tables on one of the most 
notable of her conquerors in the season just finished. 

As for her brilliant young stable companion, Mumtaz 
Mahal, she had succeeded in carrying off all but one of 
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the most valuable races for two<'year<'olds, and had 
earned ^ 11,761 for her owner. Her victories in 1924 
were to add substantially to this sum, for her dazzling 
speed and sensational qualities were no less in evidence 
in the approaching season. Whatever else she might 
have been, Mumtaz was always spectacular. She had 
the grand manner, and whether winning or losing was 
as much the centre of attention as any famous society 
beauty. Her career was as brief and as vivid as summer 
lightning. She came in in a blaze, and went out in a 
thunder/clap. 

Thanks mainly to his two/year^olds Mumtaz Mahal, 
Diophon and Salmon Trout, who had inherited the 
sprinting powers of his sire The Tetrarch and was 
destined to win the 1924 St. Leger, and to his three-'year/ 
olds Teresina and Paola, the Aga Khan found himself 
in his second season as an owner second in the list of 
Leading Owners. This was a most remarkable result, 
and reflects great credit equally on His Highness for his 
shrewdness in choosing his associates, on George 
Lambton for his wonderful knowledge of bloodstock, 
and on Dick Dawson for his skill as a trainer. And 
when we know that the Aga Khan in the following year 
actually headed the list of Leading Owners, the achieve/ 
ment of these three men becomes still more remarkable. 
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Winners 

Races 

Won 

Value 

1 

Lord Derby 

13 

29 

40,388 

H.H. Aga Khan 

II 

22 

33,409 

Lord Astor 

6 

15 

23,444 

Lord Rosebery 

II 

16 

20,230 

Mr. S. B. Joel 

18 

30 

16,244 

Mr. C. F. Kenyon 

26 

57 

15,001 

Mr. B. Irish 

I 

3 

14,028 

Mr. A. de Rothschild 

8 

14 

13,115 

Duke of Westminster 

8 

17 

11,882 

H.M. King George V 

12 

19 

11,369 

Mr. J. Reid Walker 

3 

5 

10,714 

Sir Abe Bailey 

10 

14 

10,187 
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DETAILS OF TERESINA’S RACES IN 1923 

Newmarket — May 16 

The Newmaxket Stakes of 30 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added, for three^'year^olds; second to receive 100 
sovs. and third 50 sovs. One mile and a quarter. 
(Actual value to winner ^^1,956.) 

Top Gallant (Lord Penrhyn), 9st. F. Bullock i 
Teresina (The Aga Khan), 8st. nib. 

G. Hulme 2 

Twelve Pointer (Duke of Westminster), 9st. 

B. Garslake 3 

Also Ran: — Apron, 9st. (W. Lister), Star Chamber, 
9St. (C. Elliott), Whitsun, 9st. (V. Smyth), Duncan 
Gray, 9st. (H. Jelliss). 

Winner trained by H. Sadler at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to 4 against Top Gallant, ii to 8 
Twelve Pointer, 100 to 7 each against the others. 

Won by a length and a half; the same distance separated 
second and third. Duncan Gray was fourth, and Star 
Chamber last. 


Epsom— June 8 

The Oaks Stakes of 50 sovs. each, with 2,000 sovs. 
added, for threc<year/old fillies; breeder of winner to 
receive 400 sovs.; owner of second 300 sovs. and 
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owner of third loo sovs. out of the stakes. About one 
mile and a half. (Actual value to winner j(]8,i05.) 

Brownhylda (Vicomte de Fontarce), 9st. 

V. Smyth i 

Shrove (Sir £. Hulton), 9st. C. Elliott 2 

Teresina (The Aga Khan), 9st. G. Hulme 3 

Also Ran; — Daughter^in/Law, 9St. (F. Fox), Lune de 
Miel, 9st. (J. Childs), Marcigny’s Daughter, 9st. 
(T. Burns), Polydara, 9st. (S. Donoghue), Shri, 9st. 
(G. Archibald), Solicitude, 9st.(H.Jelliss), Splendid 
Jay, 9st. (F. Bullock), Sunrising, 9st. (W. Lister), 
Tranquil, 9st. (£. Gardner). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — Evens Tranquil, 8 to i against Tere-' 
sina, 9 to I Shri, 10 to i each Splendid Jay and 
Brownhylda, 100 to 7 Shrove, 100 to 6 each Solicitude 
and Lune de Miel, 25 to i each against the others. 

Won by a neck; a head separated second and third. 
Tranquil was fourth, and Polydara last. 


Ascot— June 20 

The Coronation Stakes of 100 sovs. each, h. ft., with 
1,000 sovs. added, for three/year^old fillies; second to 
receive 400 sovs. and third to save stake. One mile. 
(Aaual value to winner 

Paola (The Aga Khan), 8st. lolb. V. Smyth i 
Teresina (The Aga Khan), 8st. sib. G. Hulme 2 
Lady Feo (His Majesty King George V), 8st. sib. 

H. Wragg 3 

E 
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Also Ran: — ^Tranquil, pst. sib. (B. Carslake), Shrove, 
8st. lolb. (J. Childs), Quits, 8st. sib. (F. Bullock), 
Lake Leman, 8st. sib. (C. Elliott). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 4 against Teresina, 7 to 2 each 
Paola and Shrove, 9 to 2 Tranquil, 100 to 7 each 
against the others. 

Won by a length and a half; two lengths separated 
second and third. Tranquil was fourth, and Shrove 
last. 


Saniown—July 20 

The Eclipse Stakes of 10,000 sovs., second to receive 
900 sovs. and third 150 sovs.; breeder of winner 500 
sovs., breeder of second 100 sovs. One mile and a 
quarter. (Actual value to winner 

Saltash (Lord Astor), 3 yrs., 8st. 6lb. 

J. Brennan i 

Teresina (The Aga Khan), 3 yrs., 7st. I3lb. 

G. Hulme 2 

Duncan Gray (Sir J. Robinson), 3 yrs., 8st. 6lb. 

S. Donoghue 3 

Also Ran: — Triumph, 4 yrs., pst. 7lb. (J. Childs), 
Bucks Hussar, 4 yrs., pst. 7lb. (B. Carslake), Psychol- 
logy, 4 yrs., pst. (H. Beasley), Bold and Bad, 3 yrs., 
8st. plb. (F. Bullock), Miltiades, 3 yrs., 8st. 6lb. (V. 
Smyth), Star Chamber, 3 yrs., 8st. alb. (C. Elliott). 

Winner trained by Taylor at Manton. 
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Starting Prices: — 7 to 4 :^ainst Bold and Bad, 5 to 2 
Triumph, 4 to i Psychology, 10 to i Teresina, 20 to i 
each against the others. 

Won by a length; two lengths separated second and 
third. Bold and Bad was fourth, and Miltiades last. 


York — August 50 

The Great Yorkshire Stakes of 2,000 sovs.; 1,500 sovs. 
for owner of winner, 200 sovs. breeder of winner, 100 
sovs. each owner and breeder of second, 50 sovs. each 
owner and breeder of third. For three/year^'olds. One 
mile and a half. (Actual value to winner 1,680.) 

Teresina (The Aga Khan), 8st. 41b. G. Hulme i 
Light Jester (Major Beatty), 9St. B. Carslake 2 
Doric (Mr. A. de Rothschild), 8st. 7lb. 

J. Childs 3 

Also Ran: — ^Beaver, pst. sib. (E. Gardner), Marvex, 
9st. (V. Smyth), Apron, 8st. 41b. (F. Bullock). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — ii to 10 against Doric, 7 to 4 Tere-' 
sina, 10 to I each against the others. 

Won by a neck, three lengths separated second and 
third. Marvex was fourth, and Beaver last. 


Doncaster — September 12 

The St. Leger Stakes of 50 sovs. each, with 4,000 sovs. 
added; breeder of winner to receive 500 sovs., owner 
of second 400 sovs., and owner of third 200 sovs. 
About one mile, six furlongs. (Actual value to win/’ 
ner ;(;io,oi5.) 
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Tranquil (Lord Derby), 8st. I lib. T. Weston i 

Papyrus (Mr. B. Irish), pst. S. Donoghue 2 

Teresina (The Aga i^an), 8st. nib. 

G. Hulme 3 

Also Ran: — Colossus, pst. (W. McLachlan), Doric, 
pst. Q. Childs), EUangowan, pst. (V. Smyth), 
Eastern Monarch, pst. (C. Elliott), Old Nick, pst. 
(F. Lane), Parth, pst. (F. O’Neill), Soldumeno, 
pst. (M. Wing), Waygood, pst. (H. Jelliss), Scapino, 
pst. (F. Bullock), Twelve Pointer, pst. (B. Carslake). 

Winner trained by Morton at Wantage. 

Starting Prices: — 15 to 8 against Papyrus, 100 to 30 
Parth, 100 to p Tranquil, 100 to 8 each EUangowan 
and Twelve Pointer, 100 to 7 Teresina, 100 to 6 
Eastern Monarch, 25 to i Waygood, 3 3 to i Colossus, 
40 to I Soldumeno, 50 to i each Doric and Scapino, 
100 to I Old Nick. 

Won by two lengths; a length and a half separated 
second and third. Parth was fourth, and Doric last. 


Newmarket — October ij 

The Cesarewitch Stakes, a handicap of 25 sovs. each, 
10 ft., with 1,000 sovs. added; second to receive 300 
sovs. and third 100 sovs. Two miles and a quarter. 
(Actual value to winner ;^i,885.) 

Rose Prince (Mr. A. K. Macomber), 4 yrs., 8st. 3lb. 

G. Archibald i 

Teresina (The Aga Khan), 3 yrs., yst. 8lb. 

G. Smith 2 

Ceylonese, 4 yrs., yst. nib. W. Lister 3 
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Also Ran:— Ceinturon, 5 yrs., 8st. ylb. (B. Carslakc), 
Stavropol, 5 yrs., 8st. 41b. (H. Jelliss), Bhuidhaonach, 
4 yrs., 8st. ^b. (F. Fox), Juniso, 5 yrs., 8st. (F. Bui/ 
lock). Sewing Machine, 4 yrs., 7st. lalb. (C. Elliott), 
Vilna, 5 yrs., 7st. lalb. (G. Hulme), Little Marten, 
4 yrs., 7St. 8lb. (car. 7st. 9lb.) (M. Beary), London 
Cry, 4 yrs., 7st. 8lb. (H. Wragg), Bellman, 4 yrs., 
7st. 7lb. (R. Jones), Despote, 4 yrs., 7st. 6lb. (R. 
Perryman), Baton Rouge, 4 yrs., 7st. 4lb. (R. Grace), 
Tharros, 4 yrs., 7St. 41b. (G. Walsh), Argo, 4 yrs., 
7st. sib. (C. Smirke), Dark Fox, 4 yrs., 6st. islb. 
(S. Ingham), Apron, 3 yrs., 6st. 13 lb. (car. 7st. alb.) 
(T. Weston), Perfectus, 4 yrs., 6st. lolb. (E. Crick/ 
mere), Miwani, 5 yrs., 6st. lolb. (G. Richards), 
Sailor Son, 5 yrs., 6st. plb. (R. James), Carthage, 
4 yrs., 6st. 7lb. (A. Burns), Bobanob, 4 yrs., 6st. 7lb. 
(H. Leach), Adorna, 6 yrs., 6st. 5lb. (R. Dick), 
Hard Battle, 3 yrs.,6st. ilb.(car. 6st. 51b.) (A. Orme), 
Mrs. Fall, 5 yrs., 6st. (car. 6st. alb.) (W. McLachlan 
jun.), Scapino, 3 yrs., 6st. (car. 6st. 6lb.) (W. Mar/ 
land), Rossmoyne, 4 yrs., 6st. (A. Haynes), Graceful 
Mover, 4 yrs., 6st. (car. 6st. alb.) (J. McLoughlin). 

Winner trained in France. 

Starting Prices: — 6 to i against Ceylonese, 7 to i Lon/ 
don Cry, 9 to i Miwani, 100 to 9 Juniso, 100 to 7 
each Teresina and Ceinturon, 100 to 6 Perfectus, ao 
to I Little Marten, 2 $ to i Rose Prince, 3 3 to i each 
Sewing Machine, Bellman, Baton Rouge, and Thar/ 
ros, 40 to I each Argo and Bhuidhaonach, 50 to i 
Vilna, 66 to i each Carthage, Despote, Hard Battle, 
Scapino, and Apron, 100 to i each against the others. 

Won by a short head; a length and a half separated 
second and third. Miwani was fbunh, and Graceful 
Mover last. 
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Unweld — October 20 

The Lingfield Autumn Oaks of 1,000 sovs., for threes 
year-olds; breeder of winner 100 sovs., breeder and 
owner of second 50 sovs. each. One mile and a half. 
(Actual value to winner >(^890.) 

Concertina (Lord Astor), 8st. plb. F. Bullock i 
Becka (Mr. W. M. G. Singer), 8st. plb. 

B. Carslake 2 

Anitra’s Dance (Mr. E. A. Wigan), 8st. alb. 

£. Gardner 3 

Also Ran: — Teresina (The Aga Khan), pst. alb. (G. 
Hulme), Quits, 8st. alb. (car. 8st. sib.) (G. Archie 
bald). Lake Leman, 8st. (C. Elliott), L^dy of the 
Rose, 8st. (M. Beary), Aristea, 7st. 7lb. (S. Ingham), 
Mount Juliet, 7st. alb. (A. Burns). 

Winner trained by A. Taylor at Manton. 

Starting Prices: — 7 to 4 against Teresina, 9 to 4 Con^ 
certina, 6 to i Becka, 10 to i each against the others. 
Won by a length; a head separated second and third. 
Teresina was founh, and Aristea last. 
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DETAILS OF MUMTAZ MAHAL’S RACES 

IN 1923 


Newmarket — May 16 

The Spring Stakes of 20 sovs. each, with 200 sovs. 
added; second to receive 50 sovs. For two/year<^olds. 
Five furlongs. (Actual value to winner 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), 8st. ylb. 

G. Hulme i 

Straitlace (Sir E. Hulton), 9st. alb. C. Elliott 2 
Galigny Colt (Lord Penrhyn), 8st. lolb. 

F. Bullock 3 

Also Ran: — Platinum, 9st. ilb. (V. Smyth), Scutifer, 
8st. lolb. (B. Garslake), Ballast, 8st. lolb. (S. Dono^ 
ghue). Syncopate, 8sr. lolb. (W. McLachlan), Lem-^ 
bolo, 8st. lolb. (W. Lister), Dionysia, 8st. ylb. (H. 
Wragg), Slippery Jane, 8st. ylb. (A. Whalley), Lady 
in Grey, 8st. ylb. (G. Archibald). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — Evens Mumtaz Mahal, 9 to 4 against 
Straitlace, 6 to i Slippery Jane, 100 to 7 each against 
the others. 

Won by three lengths; five lengths separated second and 
third. Ballast was fourth, and Syncopate last. 
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Ascot— June ip 

The Queen Mary Stakes of lo sovs. each, with i,ooo 
sovs. added for winner, 200 sovs. for second, and 100 
sovs. third. Two/year^old fillies. Five furlongs. (Actual 
value to winner ^2,820.) 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), 8st. lalb. 

G. Hulme i 

Morals ofMarcus (Mr. R. L. Glasspool), 8st. lalb. 

F. Bullock 2 

White Bread (Lady Wavertree), 8st. I2lb. 

J. Childs 3 

Also Ran:— Rossmore, 8st. lalb. (W. Lister), Royal 
Romance, 8st. lalb. (V. Smyth), Rhythm, 8st. lalb. 
(H. Wragg), Lady of Lyons, 8st. i2lb.(W. McLach-' 
Ian), Luck’s Way, 8st. lalb. (G. Archibald), Rain 
Cloud II, 8st. i2lb. (Haynes), Tilphossa, 8st. lalb. 
(B. Carslake), Great Adventure, 8st. lalb. (E. Gard^ 
ner), Pomsan, 8st. I2lb. (F. Winter), Mink, 8st. lalb. 
(R. Jones), Sundia, 8st. lalb. (H. Jelliss), No 
Quarter, 8st. lalb. (H. Jones). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — 4 to i on Mumtaz Mahal, loo to 7 
each against the others. 

Won by ten lengths; half a length separated second and 
third. Rossmore was fourth, and Great Adventure last. 

Sundown— July 21 

The National Breeders’ Produce Stakes of 5,000 sovs.; 
breeder of winner receives 300 sovs., breeder and 
owner of second each 200 sovs., and breeder and 
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owner of third each loo sovs. Five furlongs. (Actual 
value to winner >C4»357') 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), pst. alb. 

G. Hulme i 

Glitter Gold (Major L. B. Holliday), 8st. 4lb. 

W. Lister 2 

Battleship (Mr. S. B. Joel), 8st. 7lb. 

W. McLachlan 3 

Also Ran: — Squander, 8st. 7lb. (E. Gardner), Caravel, 
8st. 7lb. (F. Bullock), Man at Arms, 8st. 41b. (G. 
Archibald). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — 100 to 6 on Mumtaz Mahal, 20 to i 
against Glitter Gold, 3 3 to i each against the others. 

Won by four lengths; six lengths separated second and 
third. Man at Arms was fourth, and Caravel last. 


Goodwood — August 5 

The Molecomb Stakes of 30 sovs. each, 10 ft. if 
declared, with 300 sovs. added; for two/year-'olds; 
second to receive 100 sovs. Six furlongs. (Actual 
value to winner ^1,250.) 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), pst. alb. 

G. Hulme i 

Karov (Sir A. Bailey), 8st. lalb. F. Bullock 2 
Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 
Starting Price: — ^40 to i on Mumtaz Mahal. 

Won by ten lengths. 
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Doncaster — September ii 

The Champagne Stakes of 30 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added; for two/year<'olds; second to receive 200 
sovs. and third 100 sovs. Six furlongs. (Actual value 
to winner ^(^2,395.) 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), 8st. iilb. 

G. Hulme i 

Obliterate (Sir R. W. B. Jardine), pst. H. Wragg 2 
Arausio (Mrs. S. Whitburn), pst. M. Beary 3 

Also Ran: — Favara, pst. (B. Carslake), Zodiac, pst. 
(G. Archibald). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — 100 to 8 on Mumtaz Mahal, 100 to 6 
against Obliterate, 33 to i each against the others. 

Won by three lengths; six lengths separated second and 
third. Favara was last. 


Kempton — October 12 

The Imperial Produce Plate of 3,000 sovs.; owner at 
entry of winner to receive 200 sovs., owner at entry of 
second 100 sovs., owner at entry of third 50 sovs.; 
owner of second 300 sovs. and of third 150 sovs. For 
two/year/olds. Six furlongs. (Actual value to winner 
£2,169.) 

Arcade (Mr. A. de Rothschild), 8st. lolb. 

J. Childs I 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), pst. 3lb. 

G. Hulme 2 

Tilphossa (Sir H. Meux), 7st. i ilb. G. Smith 3 
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Also Ran: — Transcendent, 8 st. lolb. (F. Fox), Cora-' 
mond, 8 st. lolb. (V. Smyth), Battleship, 8 st. lolb. 
(W. McLachlan), Crewe, 8 st. 4 lb. (N. Spear), Henri, 
8 st. alb. (M. Beary). 

Winner trained by Watson at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 2 on Mumtaz Mahal, 100 to 9 
against Arcade, 20 to i each against the others. 

Won by half a length; two lengths separated second and 
third. Coramond was fourth and Battleship last. 
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THE TRIUMPH OF TERESINA 

AT the end of the previous season Mumtaz 
/\ Mahal had been sent to spend the winter at 

r \ Lord Carnarvon’s stud at Highclere. There, 
J V whenever the weather permitted, she spent 
some hours every day in the paddock. This healthy 
existence benefited her greatly, and she returned to 
Whatcombe fit and well. 

When she first came to Whatcombe as a youngster, 
Mumtaz had formed a great attachment for a gelding. 
Lakers. “Lakers,” says Dick Dawson, “went to race 
meetings with Mumtaz Mahal whenever she was due to 
run. I had to take him round everywhere with her. So 
far as I can remember, the gelding accompanied the 
filly from the very beginning of her racing career.” 

On her return from the stud at Highclere, Mumtaz 
Mahal was immediately put into training for the One 
Thousand Guineas, the Two Thousand Guineas being 
assigned to Diophon. She rapidly recovered her con/ 
dition, and by the end of April was as powerful and fine 
a specimen of an English racehorse as anyone could wish 
to see. In the previous season she had been somewhat on 
the hght side, but during the winter she had grown 
satisfactorily and become much heavier in muscle, 
presenting an extremely handsome appearance. Never/ 
theless this appearance denoted great speed rather than 
stamina. 

Notwithstandii^ her defeat by Arcade in the mud at 
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Kempton Park at the end of the previous season, she 
drew as great a crowd of admiring visitors to see her in 
the paddock before the “One Thousand” as ever she 
had done. They noted with pleasure how well their 
favourite had developed, and indeed she looked a 
veritable queen in the midst of her court. 

Another occupant of the paddock was Straitlace, 
whom Mumtaz Mahal had defeated when making her 
brilliant first appearance in the Spring Stakes at the 
beginning of the previous season, and whom she had 
never met since, Straitlace always avoiding a fresh 
encounter with the seemingly invincible flying filly. 
Though I never questioned that, as two^year/olds, 
Mumtaz Mahal would always prove the superior over 
five furlongs, I doubted very much whether she would 
be able to triumph over six. It therefore was extremely 
interesting to see how the two fillies would fare against 
each other as three^year/olds over the mile of the One 
Thousand Guineas. Since the previous autumn Strait" 
lace had grown into an exceedingly beautiful nure, 
large, but so perfecdy moulded that she looked almost 
small. 

From her the chief opposition to Mumtaz Mahal 
might be expected, and from Plack, Lord Rosebery’s 
very nice filly, who had run second to Diophon the 
previous autumn in the Middle Park Stakes. Plack did 
not look quite so impressive as Mumtaz Mahal and 
Straitlace in the paddock, but overshadowed all the 
other fillies. 

At the end of the previous season the Official Handi" 
capper to the Jockey Club had given his verdict to 
Mumtaz Mahal as being the best of her age, by placing 
her at the top of the Free Handicap, with two pounds 
more than Diophon. She now started first favourite for 
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the One Thousand, the confidence of the whole stable 
at Whatcombe in her ability to win having com^ 
municated itself to others. Straitlace was made second 
favourite, and Plack followed her in the betting. 

It had become evident in the previous season that the 
flying filly failed to combine stamina with her brilliant 
speed. Would she be able, therefore, in the early stages 
of the race so to annihilate the opposition by her sheer 
pace, that she would never be called upon to stay out a 
close finish} On the answer to that question hung her 
whole chance of victory. 

At the start she found herself well placed near Plack 
on the Stand side of the course. She reassured her sup^ 
porters by jumping off in front in her old style, and was 
soon clear of her field. Straitlace, who had been badly 
drawn on the high ground on the flushes side of the 
course, swerved in starting but quickly made up what 
she had lost. Plack got away well, and was soon 
prominent. 

At the flushes Mumtaz Mahal was sailing along six 
or seven lengths in front of Straitlace and Plack. She 
had been expected to establish an early lead, but the 
question which many people asked themselves anxiously 
was whether that lead were sufficient. In the previous 
year Straitlace had shown herself possessed of any 
amount of sumina, and was not expected to fail on that 
score. In the circumstances six or seven lengths was not 
a great lead. 

For the moment, however, Mumtaz Mahal gave no 
cause for alarm. She came down the hill easily, there 
then remaining only a furlong to go before the winning/ 
post, flut now she was called upon to tackle the rising 
ground which leads to the finish. Her speed began to 
desert her. Straitlace gradually closed the gap, until it 
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seemed certain that the stamina which she had displayed 
in the previous season must win her the race. Then with 
dramatic unexpectedness she faltered, and it was left 
to Plack to challenge the grey filly, who had begun to 
change her legs and had become momentarily un^ 
balanced. Before she could recover her equilibrium Plack 
had caught her half/way up the hill, had gone past her 
in a stride, and had won the race. 

After this there could no longer be any doubt what^ 
ever that Mumtaz Mahal did not stay. On the other 
hand it was equally clear that over a short course she was 
without a rival, and would win if kept to a distance of 
five or six furlongs. Also she had defeated Straitlace, 
later to win the Oaks, for the second time. 

Two days before the One Thousand Diophon had 
run first in the Two Thousand Guineas, thus winning 
the Aga Khan his first Classic. The finish, however, 
was a desperately close thing, many considering that 
Bright Knight had won. Diophon had grown into a 
delightful three^year/old, not very large, but perfectly 
moulded. He was slightly troublesome at the start, but 
was well away when the tapes were raised, as was 
Bright Knight. At the foot of the rise leading to the 
winning-post Diophon was first, with the race apparently 
won, but a hundred yards fiom the finish Hulme glanced 
across the course just in time to see Bullock on Bright 
Knight catching him fiist. He at once sat down on 
Diophon and rode him hard, the latter responding in 
time to win by a head, according to the verdict of the 
judge. Bullock, when asked after the race whether he 
had at any time been in front, is reported to have 
replied, “Yes, I was in front at the winning-post”. My 
own impression was that he had won, but only the 
judge is in a position to see. 
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The same day Salmon Trout secured a good win 
from Henry the Seventh and Great Barrier in the 
Hastings Plate. By The Tetrarch out of Salamandra, the 
Aga Khan’s magnificent looking colt showed that he 
had inherited much of the speed of his sire. 

After this the Aga Khan suffered a rather disappoint/ 
ing time, Teresina being unplaced at Lingfleld Park 
and subsequently running third to Battleship and Sea/ 
pino in the not very important Queen’s Handicap at 
Kempton Park. Diophon, who was thought, after his 
running in the Two Thousand, to have a great chance 
in the Derby, ran unplaced at Epsom. At Ascot both 
Teresina and Mumtaz Mahal ran unplaced, while 
Diophon was second in the Ribblesdale Stakes, beaten 
four lengths by Live Wire. 

The flying fUly, meeting Straitlace for the third time, 
was made favourite at 15 to 8 in her race at Ascot, the 
Coronation Stakes, one of the richest races of the 
meeting. This was surprising in view of the obvious 
lack of stamina that she had displayed in the One 
Thousand. Still, it was assumed by many people that 
she could once again over a mile finish in front of 
Straitlace, the going being very good, thanks to careful 
tending by Colonel Sit Gordon Carter and his staff 
during the winter and spring. Her running in the race 
disappointed these hopes. She was never in front, and 
could finish no better than fifth to Straitlace. Many 
admirers of Mumtaz Mahal were saddened by this 
display, but the grey filly was to show in her very next 
race that she was far from being a back number. Such 
fiiilures serve only to remind us that horses are not 
machines. 

At the end of June the tide of ill luck began to change 
in favour of the leading members of the Aga Khan’s 
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team. Teresina, who, after a string of gallant Mures the 
previous year, had begun the present season in most 
disappointing fashion, led the recovery. This was 
encouraging, for she was due to carry her owner’s colours 
in the exceedingly valuable and important Jockey Club 
Stakes at the beginning of October, and her form 
hitherto had not justified very high hopes of success. 

Her first win was gained in the Royal Plate at 
Newbury, run over one mile and two furlongs, firom 
MacCarthy More and Marvex. This she followed up 
a month later with an even better victory at Goodwood. 

But before I proceed to describe this race, it is interest/ 
ing to note that, during the beginning of July, the first 
mares began to arrive at the stud farm which the Aga 
Khan had bought during the previous year at £e 
Curragh, Co. Kildare, Ireland. Among this first batch 
were Voleuse and Friar’s Daughter, both of whom are 
there to/day, as, indeed, is Teresina. 

The Curragh is a great, undulating grassy plain some 
six miles in length and two miles in breadth. Situated 
about thirty miles from Dublin, it formed, in days gone 
past, the main centre of the British Army in Ireland. 
The permanent camp of red/brick buildings is now 
occupied by the much smaller army of the Irish Free 
State. Apart fiom the camp, the broad plain is chiefly 
given up to the racecourse and stud farms and training 
establishments. 

The Aga Khan bought his stud farm, Sheshoon by 
name, which at this time was somewhat under two 
hundred acres in extent, from the late Sir Henry Greer, 
who offered to manage it for him. The offer was accepted. 
Sir Henry Greer then asked Colonel T. G. Peacocke, 
C.V.O., C.I.E., of Lumville House, The Curragh, 
who had beenDirector of Remounts in theindian Army, 
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to assist him in running the stud, and this offer in its 
turn was accepted. By thus maintaining an establish'^ 
ment in Ireland, the Aga Khan did much to enhance 
that country’s prestige in bloodstock circles throughout 
the world. At the present day they are able to point at 
Sheshoon to such good winners as Felicitation, Udaipur, 
Rustom Pasha, Bahram, Umidwar, Firdaussi, Dastur, 
Sind, Taj Akbar and Theft. 

When Teresina was sent to Goodwood to run in the 
Goodwood Cup, the principal race of the meeting, she 
was accompanied by Mumtaz Mahal and Diophon. 
These last two were the first to be seen in action. Diophon 
was set to tun over a mile in the Sussex Stakes, but was 
easily beaten into second place by Burslem. 

Mumtaz Mahal appeared the same day in the King 
George Stakes, run over six furlongs. She was expected 
to be at her brilliant best over this distance, and started 
an odds on favourite. Sir D. Broughton’s colt. Equator, 
being second favourite at loo to 30 against. The flying 
filly warmed the hearts of her admirers by jumping oft* 
ahead in her old style, and she was soon many lengths 
in front. She was not to have things all her own way, 
however, for ax the distance Equator drew up to within 
a length of her. Mumtaz Mahal immediately replied to 
this insolent challenge by spurting away from die colt, 
and she finally went on to win easily. 

On the next day Teresina also started favourite in the 
Goodwood Cup, though she was sweating so profusely 
in the paddock that she weakened appreciably in the 
market before the race began. There was a great deal of 
support for the three^year-'old Leonardo, who was 
receiving a stone and a half from Teresina, and who was 
made second favourite. The race quickly developed into 
a tremendous duel between these two. After covering 
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more than two miles they came up the Straight neck and 
neck, neither animal flinching nor yielding an inch. 
Finally Teresina began to forge ahead, and as they went 
past the winning-post she was leading by a neck. This 
victory greatly improved her chances of success in the 
Jockey Club Stakes at Newmarket. 

Meanwhile Mumtaz Mahal was set to run over five 
furlongs at York, the most important meeting following 
after Goodwood. This was a melancholy occasion, for 
it marked the end of the racing career of the flying filly. 
There was an enormous attendance of visitors, the most 
fashionable since Ascot, to watch her run. 

Mumtaz Mahal fully lived up to the occasion, for she 
came into the paddock before the Yorkshire Oaks, the 
race preceding the Nunthorpe Sweepstakes in which 
she was due to run, looking truly magnificent. I do not 
think 1 had ever before seen her look more perfect or 
more full of life. It seemed incredible that she could be 
beaten. 

Nevertheless I had come to the conclusion some days 
before the race that Lord Penrhyn’s good colt Top 
Gallant would win. He had been third, five lengths 
behind Mumtaz Mahal, in the King George Stakes at 
Goodwood, but on that occasion had been asked to 
give the grey filly twenty-three pounds. Now he was 
giving her no more than eight, and besides that there had 
been a lot of rain in the district during the days previous 
to the meeting, and the going in consequence was 
heavy. 

Mumtaz Mahal, I am glad to say, proved me to be 
entirely wrong in my estimate of her ability. The race 
was, in fact, never a race. The flying filly dashed off in 
front in her very best style, and was clear of the whole 
field in a few strides. She cantered on to win with the 
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ridiculous ease which she used to do as a two/yeat<^ld. 
It was a most impressive performance, and the vast 
crowd were highly delighted with the brilliant showii^ 
of their fivourite. A more fittii^ fcrewell to what had 
been, from that first early trial against Frias’s Daughter 
at Whatcombe, a dazzling career could not well be 
imagined. 

Soon after this the Aga Khan announced that he had 
decided to send her ft)rthwith to Sheshoon stud. During 
her two years of racing she had won him in all 
thus repaying with interest the 9,100 guineas expended 
on her purchase. Her value as a brood^'mare justified 
George Lambton still further in his determination to 
acquire her at those Sales at Doncaster, for she became 
the dam ofMah Mahal, the dam of Mahmoud. At the 
moment of writing another descendant of Mumtaz 
Mahal, Mirza II, appears likely to make a big name for 
himself on the racecourse. 

Teresina’s last performance before the Jockey Club 
Stakes was at Doncaster in the middle of September. 
She started favourite, but never had a chance in the 
race, which was an utter farce. All the jockeys had 
obviously received waiting orders, and as a consequence 
the six competitors merely ambled along for more than 
a mile of the two miles one furlong over which the 
race was run. Naturally these tactics were ftital to the 
chance of Teresina, who had won all her victories by 
making full play with her tremendous stamina. Under 
the circumstances the result in no way modified her 
prospects of carrying off the Jockey Club Stakes at 
Newmarket in two weeks’ time. 

When the great day arrived it was obvious that the 
opposition which Teresina would have to meet was 
extremely formidable. It included a number of old 
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rivals, such as Papyrus, the 1923 Derlw winner, who 
had Wshed second a let^th and a half in front of the 
Aga Khan’s filly in the St. Leger of that year, and Parth, 
who had finished fourth. Other notable horses were 
Polyphontes and Obliterate, respectively third and fourth 
*in the 1924 St. Leger. 

The race, like so many of Teresina’s, developed into 
a terrific duel between the filly and Papyrus. Gradually 
the 1923 Derby winner forced himself into the lead, and 
it seemed that he must win. But if Teresina was some^ 
what deficient in speed, there was never any question of 
her stamina and courage. And there was all the difler-^ 
ence in the world between the running on the present 
occasion and that of the Doncaster Cup — the difference 
between a felse and a true^un race. Fighting on with 
wonderful pluck, the filly caught Papyrus just before the 
winning/post and went on to win by half a length. A 
fairer e^diibition of courage no horse could have given. 
I could not imagine a better race. 

This was Teresiiu’s last public appearance, for the 
Aga Khan sent her to join Mumtaz Mahal at Sheshoon. 
There, on the sweet, windy meadows of the Curragh, 
the two famous fillies enjoyed an honoured retirement 
from the racecourse. In all Teresina had won for her 
owner ^(^10,986. Of this sum the Jockey Club Stakes 
was alone responsible for nearly ;^7,ooo. 

Diophon finished the season unsuccessfully by twice 
running unplaced at Newmarket, but Salmon Trout 
more than made up for these disappointments by a good 
win in the St. Leger, the last of the season’s Classics, 
and the second in which the Aga Khan’s colours had 
been successful. He was finely ridden by Carslake, who 
rode a waiting race in order to, conserve the sprinting 
powers of the colt, inherited from his sire The Tetrarch. 
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These powers canied him to the front in the last hundred 
yards, and he went on to win by two lengths. 

Thanks mainly to this victory, and to those of Dio-- 
phon in the Two Thousand Guineas and Teresina in 
the Jockey Club Stakes, the Aga Khan found himself 
at the head of the list of Leading Owners in his third ' 
year of racing on the Turf. No one could grudge him 
this early triumph, for he had spent much money on 
bloodstock and he has always raced on the best possible 
lines. 

Indeed, through his agent, George Lambton, he had 
expended by the end of 1924 over 100,000 on bloods 
stock. Many other wealthy men had in the past spent 
money freely in an effort to secure fame on the Turf, 
but few of them had succeeded in their quest. The Aga 
Khan would be the first to acknowledge the discrimi/ 
nation with which George Lambton had spent his 
money. 

Naturally these large purchases exercised a very con^ 
siderable e^ct on yearling sales, to the immense benefit 
of the bloodstock breeding industry. The Aga Khan 
continued to remain an important buyer at the Sales 
for some years to come, but as his stud became fully 
stocked with mares and began to produce sufficient 
yearlings of his own to put into training, he gradually 
withdrew from the market and to-day buys very little. 
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LEADING OWNERS IN 1924 


H.H. The Aga Khan 

Lord Derby 

Mr. S. B. Joel 

Sir E. Hulton 

Lord Woolavington 

Lord Astor 

Lord Rosebery 

Mrs. Sofcr Whitburn 

Mr. A. R. Cox 

Sir Abe Bailey 

Mr. W. M. G. Singer 

Sir Wm. Cooke 



Races 

Value 

Winners 

Won 

1 

II 

19 

44.377 

22 

42 

37.786 

19 

32 

30,544 

18 

39 

28,089 

9 

25 

19,760 

6 

17 

16,611 

9 

13 

13,873 

13 

22 

11,458 

4 

9 

11,323 

12 

14 

9,262 

6 

13 

8,165 

9 

II 

8,151 
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TERESINA’S RACES IN 1924 
Un^jieU — May 51 

The Lingfield Park Breeders’ Plate for three/ and four/ 
year/olds. One mile, two furlongs. (Actual value to 
wiimer ;C988.) 

Polyphontes, 3 yrs., 7St. 7lb. T. Weston i 

Twelve Pointer, 4 yrs., 9st. ilb. Carslake 2 

Watford, 3 yrs., 7st. 7lb. G. Richards 3 

Also Ran: — Silverfbrd, 3 yrs., 7St. iilb. (Elliott), My 
Lord, 4 yrs., 8st. 5lb. (Donoghue), Teresina (The 
Aga Khan), 4 yrs., 9St. 7lb. (Hulme), Argentine, 
3 yrs., 7st. alb. (B. Lynch), Comus, 3 yrs., 7st. 7lb. 
(H. Leach), Patagonia, 3 yrs., 7St. 7lb. (Pryor). 
Winner trained by De Mestre at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 7 to 4 against Twelve Pointer, 7 to 2 
each Polyphontes and My Lord, 10 to i Teresina, 
12^ Silvertord, 20 to i each against the others. 

Won by a neck; three lengths separated second and 
third. Silverfbrd was fourth, and Patagonia last. 


Kempton—June 7 

The Queen’s Handicap for three/ and four/year/olds. 
Two miles. (Actual value to winner 

Battleship, 3 yrs., 6st. ylb. McLachlan, jun. i 
Scapino, 4 yrs., yst. 8lb. T. Weston 2 

Teresina, 4 yrs., 9st. Hulme 3 
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Also Ran: — ^Eastern Monarch, 4 yrs., 8st. lolb. (Elliott). 

Winner trained by De Mestre at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to 4 against Eastern Monarch, 3 to i 
Battleship, 7 to 2 Scapino, 5 to i Teresina. 

Won by a short head; three lengths separated second and 
third. 


Ascot— June 17 

The Gold Vase. Two miles. (Actual value to winner 
;Ci.440.) 

Audlem, 3 yrs., 7st. lalb. Smirke i 

Baton Rouge, 5 yrs., 9st. 8lb. V. Smyth 2 

Puttenden, 5 yrs., 9st. I3lb. Childs 3 

Also Ran: — Labadens, 3 yrs., 7st. lalb. (Donoghue), 
Soldumeno, 4 yrs., 9st. 9lb. (Elliott), Teresina 
(The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., 9st. 41b. (Hulme), Cloud/ 
bank, 3 yrs., 7st. lalb. (Beary), Caprier, 4 yrs., 
8st. 4lb. (Gardner), Golden, 3 yrs., 7St. lalb. (Lane), 
Dunmow, 3 yrs., 7st. lalb. (T. Weston), Harpen/ 
den, 5 yrs., 9st. 8lb. (R. Jones). 

Winner trained by C. Davis at Tern Hill. 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 4 against Dunmow, 100 to 30 
Teresina, 6 to i Caprier, 8 to i each Puttenden and 
Labadens, 10 to i Baton Rouge, 100 to 7 each against 
the others. 

Won by two lengths; three lengths separated second and 
third. Labadens was fourth, and Harpenden last. 

57 



THE AGA KHAN’S HORSES 


Newbury— June 25 

The Royal Plate, for threes and four/year/olds. One 
mile, two furlongs. (Actual value to winner ^1,260.) 

Teresina (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., 9st. 5lb. 

V. Sm^ I 

MacCarthy More, 3 yrs., 7st. 6lb. G. Smith 2 
Marvex, 4 yrs., 8st. lolb. F. Fox 3 

Also Ran: — Desultur, 3 yrs., 7St. 4lb. (G. Richards), 
Hobgoblin, 3 yrs., 8st. 6lb. (Childs). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — ii to 4 against Marvex, 7 to 2 each 
Teresina and Hobgoblin, 4 to i MacCarthy More, 
6 to I Desultur. 

Won by a short head; three lengths separated second and 
third. Desultur was fourth. 


Goodwood— July 51 

The Goodwood Cup, a sweepstake of 20 sovs. each, 
h. ft., with 1,000 sovs. added, including a cup; 
second to receive 200 sovs. and third 100 sovs. About 
two miles, five furlongs. (Actual value to winner 
£1,220.) 

Teresina (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., 9st. V. Smyth i 
Leonardo (Mr. A. R. Cox), 3 yrs., 7st. 7lb. 

T. Pryor 2 

Keror (Lord Woolavington), 5 yrs., 9st. 7lb. 

G. Archibald 3 
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Also Ran: — ^Harpenden, 5 yrs., pst. alb. (M. Beary), 
Rugeley, 4 yrs., pst. 3lb. (F. Lane), North Bucks, 
3 yrs., 7St. alb. (W. McLachlan, jun.). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — p to 4 against Teresina, 3 to i Leon/ 
ardo, 5 to I Keror, 100 to 15 North Bucks, 100 to la 
Harpenden, ao to i against Rugeley. 

Won by a neck; three lengths separated second and 
third. North Bucks was last. 


Doncaster — September 12 

The Doncaster Cup. Two miles, one furlong. (Actual 
value to winner j^8po.) 

Santorb, 3 yrs., 8st. 4lb. Donoghue i 

Parmenio, 3 yrs., yst. nib. Elliott a 

Cockpit, 3 yrs., 7St. nib. Smirke 3 

Also Ran: — Pondoland, 5 yrs., 8st. lalb. (McLachlan), 
Teresina (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., pst. nib. (V. 
Smyth), Baronscourt, 4 yrs., 8st. 8lb. (Ledson). 

Winner trained by J. Rhodes, Lambourn. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to a against Teresina, n to 4 Par/ 
menio, 100 to 30 Santorb, 5 to i Cockpit, 10 to i 
Pondoland, 100 to i Baronscourt. 

Won by a length and a half; a neck separated second 
and third. Pondoland was fourth, and Baronscourt 
last. 
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Newmarket— October 2 

The Jockey Club Stakes of 50 sovs. each, with 2,000 
sovs. added for owner and 200 sovs. for breeder of 
winner; second to receive 400 sovs. and third 100 sovs. 
Last mile and three-quarters of Cesarewitch Course. 
(Actual value to winner 

Teresina (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., pst. ilb. 

C. Elliott I 

Papyrus (Mr. J. P. Hornung), 4 yrs., 9st. lolb. 

H. Jelliss 2 

Parth (Mr. A. K. Macomber), 4 yrs., pst. ylb. 

F. O’NeiU 3 

Also Ran: — Lighthouse, 4 yrs., pst. ilb. (J. Leach)* 
Polyphontes, 3 yrs., 8st. I2lb. (W. McLachlan, sen.)* 
Obliterate, 3 yrs., 8st. 5lb. (J. Childs), Invercauld, 
4 yrs., 8st. 4lb. (H. Beasley), Despatch, 3 yrs., 
8st. 3lb. (G. Archibald), Dry Wit, 3 yrs., yst. plb. 
(T. Weston), Bucks Yeoman, 3 yrs., 7St. plb. (C. 
Smirke). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices; — 7 to 2 against Teresina, p to 2 Obliter- 
ate, 5 to I each Papyrus and Polyphontes, 7 to i 
Parth, 10 to I Despatch, 100 to 8 each Lighthouse and 
Invercauld, 20 to i each against the others. 

Won by half a length; three lengths separated second and 
third. Polyphontes was fourth, and Dry Wit last. 
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IN 1924 

Newmarket — May g 

The One Thousand Guineas Stakes of 100 sovs. each, 
with 1,000 guineas added; for three/year^old fillies; 
owner of second to receive 600 sovs. and owner of 
third 300 sovs. out of stakes. One mile. (Actual 
value to winner ;£8,o8o.) 

Plack (Lord Rosebery), pst. C. Elliott i 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), pst. 

G. Hulme 2 

Straitlace (Sir E. Hulton), pst. F. O’Neill 3 

Also Ran: — ^Halcyon, pst. (T. Weston), Maid of Bath, 
pst. Q. Childs), Zoza, pst. (S. Ingham), Golden 
Emblem, pst. (H. Beasley), Kilmeny, pst. (H. Jelliss), 
Eton Wick, pst. (V. Smyth), Treize, pst. (F.Bullock), 
Chronometer, pst. (B. Carslake), Mit^, pst. (R. 
Jones), Tuscar Rock, pst. (G. Archibald), Cleone, 
pst. (M. Beary), Carmel, pst. (H. Wragg), Cagool, 
S)st. (W. Lister). 

Winner trained by J. Jarvis at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 6 to 5 against Mumtaz Mahal, 7 to 2 
Straitlace, 8 to i Plack, 10 to i Maid of Bath, 100 to 
8 Chronometer, 20 to i each against the others. 

Won by a length and a half; half a length separated 
second and third. Mink was fourth, and Halcyon 
last. 
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Ascot— June i8 

The Coronation Stakes of loo sovs. each, with i,ooo 
sovs. added; for three/year/old fillies; owner of second 
to receive 400 sovs. and third to save stakes. One mile. 
(Actual value to winner ;^5,050.) 

StraitlacC (Sir £. Hulton), pst. sib. C. Elliott i 
Neigeuse (M. M. Goodchaux), 8st. sib. 

F. Bullock 2 

White Bread (Lady Wavertree), 8st. lolb. 

H. Beasley s 

Also Ran:— Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), 
8st. lolb. (G. Hulme), No Quarter, 8st. sib. (G. 
Archibald), Rossmore, 8st. sib. (S. Donoghue), 
Wings of a Dove, 8st. sib. (W. McLachlan, sen.). 
Winner trained by D. Waugh at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 15 to 8 against Mumtaz Mahal, s to i 
Straitlace, 100 to so Neigeuse, 100 to 8 White Bread, 
20 to I each against the others. 

Won by three lengths; a length separated second and 
third. No Quarter was fourth, and Rossmore last. 

Goodwood— July 50 

The King George Stakes of so sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added; second to receive 100 sovs. and third to 
save stake. T. Y. C. Six furlongs. (Actual value to 
winner ;(^i,s6o.) 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), s yrs., 8st. alb. 

G. Archibald i 

Equator (Sir D. Broughton), s yts., 8st. 5lb. 

C. Elliott 2 

Top Gallant (Lord Penrhyn), 4 yrs., pst. nib. 

F. Bullock s 
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Also Ran: — ^My Lord, 4 yrs., pst. ylb. (S. Donoghue). 
Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — 21 to 20 on Mumtaz Mahal, 100 
to 30 against Equator, 9 to 2 Top Gallant, 7 to i My 
Lord. 

Won by a length; four lengths separated second and 
third. 


York — August 26 

The Nunthorpe Sweepstakes of 10 sovs. each; h. ft., 
with 1,000 sovs. added; second to receive 200 sovs. 
and third 100 sovs. Five furlongs. (Actual value to 
winner 

Mumtaz Mahal (The Aga Khan), 3 yrs., 8st. 41b. 

G. Archibald i 

Drake (Mrs. S. Whitburn), 4 yrs., 8st. i2lb. 

M. Beary 2 

Rath Duth (Mr. J. Settle), 4 yrs., 8st. lalb. 

C. Smirke 3 

Also Ran: — Top Gallant, 4 yrs., 8st. i2lb.(F. Bullock), 
Ecila, 6 yrs., 8st. plb. (C. Elliott). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — Evens Mumtaz Mahal, 100 to 30 
against Top Gallant, 6 to i Drake, 7 to i Ecila, 10 
to I Rath Duth. 

Won by six lengths; a length and a half separated 
second and third. Ecila was last. 
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IV 


BLENHEIM 

A FTER his phenomenal success in 1924, the 
/\ Aga Khan had not unnaturally to be cono* 
r \ tent to take a lower place in the following 
J V years. On the other hand, possessing as he 
now did a large stud producing foals of the highest 
lineage, he was never among the “also rans”. 

In 1925 he occupied third place in the list of 
Leading Owners, his best winner being Zambo, with 
over ten thousand in stake money to his credit. This 
good colt ran second in the St. Leger and the Eclipse 
Stakes, in which latter Diophon was third. Another 
outstanding member of the string was Zionist, second 
in the Derby, who, by winning the Irish Derby at the 
Curragh, fittingly celebrated the formation of the 
Sheshoon Stud Farm by placing the Aga Khan at the 
head of the list of winning Irish Owners. 

In 1926 the Aga Khan’s name had sunk to seventh, 
the lowest position it ever has occupied, apart from his 
first year of racing. But the following year it was back 
again at third, thanks principally to Dark Japan, winner 
of the Chester, Manchester and Goodwood Cups. Dark 
Japan, a bay colt by Dark Legend out of Blouzelinda, 
is at present standing at one of the Aga Khan’s studs in 
France, as indeed is also Zionist. Other good winners 
in 1927 were the two/year^olds Buland and Hakem. 
Hakem unfortunately broke a leg and had to be 
destroyed. 
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In 1928 His Highness lost a place and became fourth, 
and so we come to 1929, another year of great achieve-^ 
ments, at the end of which the Aga Khan found him/* 
self for the second time Leading Owner in Britain. This 
success was in no small measure due to a certain hand-' 
some young gentleman of two years of age, bred by Lord 
Carnarvon and reared at the Highclere stud near 
Newbury. And that young gentleman’s name was 
Blenheim. 

Blenheim was a brown colt by the great classic sire 
Blandford out of Malva, by Charles O’Malley out of 
Wild Arum. Blandford was by Swynford, and was 
also the sire of Trigo, who won the Derby later in the 
season. Blandford was owned by Dick Dawson. Not/ 
withstanding his success at the stud, the best of him was 
never seen on a racecourse. After winning easily the 
Princess of Wales Stakes at Newmarket, a tendon went 
and that was the end of his racing career. 

Sent as a yearling to the Second July Sales, Blenheim 
was bought by the Aga Khan for 4,100 guineas. He 
started a strong favourite upon his very first appearance 
on a racecourse in the Manton Plate at Newbury, in the 
middle of April. There was the usual enormous field 
that there is for the Manton Plate, and I watched it with 
the greatest interest, because it was just the sort of race 
in which a useful newcomer might be expeaed to make 
an appearance. I had hardly expected, however, that 
this newcomer would prove to be a Blenheim. The 
Aga Khan’s colt immediately showed the quality which 
was to make his name famous on the Turf, for he led 
throughout the race without ever having to go more 
than a strong canter, winning from the Spring Maiden 
filly by three lengths. 

After this showing it was not at all surprising to find 
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him made a sdll more pronounced favourite for the 
Stud Produce Stakes at Sandown Park, for which he 
started at odds on. As at Newbury, he was ridden by 
that fine Irish jockey Michael Beary, for many years 
associated with the Aga Khan’s stable as stable jockey. 
When the tapes went up Blenheim was reasonably well 
away, and a furlong from the finish was in front with 
his stable companion Hakem. Here Hakem fell back 
beaten, and nothing then a^eared capable of preventing 
the brown son of Blandford fiom winning fi>r the 
second time. However, the Bridge of Bath filly suddenly 
came with a long run and went on to win by a length, 
Blenheim surprisingly failing to withstand the late 
challenge. This was probably a rather unlucky defeat, 
though at the time it left me with the impression that 
the colt was not as good as his Newbury form had 
suggested. 

He did not appear on a racecourse again until the 
beginning of June, when he was set to run in the 
Speedy Plate at Windsor. He was made first favourite 
at evens, and, with Bullion, was called upon to carry 
top weight. However, he was giving only three pounds 
to Lennoxlove, the second &vourite, at lOO to 30, and 
five to Tetrapodos, third in the market at 9 to 2 . Two/ 
year/olds when they are good can give a lot more weight 
away than this, so long as they can carry it. 

And Blenheim showed he was good, for the result of 
the race was never in any real doubt, the Aga Khan’s 
colt winning by three lengths fi:om Lenno^dove. The 
only semblance of a threat came from Tetrapodos, who 
a furlor^ from the winning/post appeared to be going 
rather better than Blenheim. However, in the end 
Tetrapodos finished third, a length behind Lennoxlove. 

It was, then, with two good wins and a second 
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Standing to his credit that Blenheim came to Royal 
Ascot some weeks later to run in the New Stakes, one 
of the most important two/year/old races of the year. He 
was accompanied by his stable companion at What/ 
combe, Rustom Pasha, due to run in the Chesham Stakes. 

A son of the flying Cos by Son/in/Law, Rustom 
Pasha represented an attempt to breed flom a sprinting 
mare and a staying sire. This is an excellent theory on 
paper, but one which has seldom, if ever, been justified 
in practice, the usual result being an ofBpring who 
has speed without stamina, or stamina without speed. 
However, Rustom Pasha was a nice/looking bay colt, 
and Son/in/Law usually gets good, honest horses, and 
as a stayer is a sire of whom I am very fond. It was, then, 
with very considerable interest that I watched to see how 
this early produa of the Aga Khan’s stud at the Curragh 
would shape in his first race. 

The market on the Chesham Stakes suggested that he 
was fully expected to win. Ridden by Michael Beary he 
was always well placed, and drew out from the others 
some distance from the winning/post, accompanied by 
Silvia. The two then proceeded to fght out every yard 
of the way home. They finally passed the finish locked 
together, the judge giving the verdict of a dead heat. 

After seeing this promising showing on the part of 
Rustom Pasha against a more experienced opponent, 
I came to the conclusion that he would have learnt much 
from his first outing, and might be expected to tun even 
better on his next appearance on a racecourse. His 
exhibition must have given the Aga Khan a lot of 
pleasure, for he has always considered himself as a 
breeder first and an owner second, and he had spent a lot 
of money in stockii^ the stud in Ireland, ofwhich Rustom 
Pasha promised to be such a good representative. 
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By this time the stud at the Curr^h consisted of two 
quite separate farms, about five miles apart, for the Aga 
Khan had acquired Ballymanny Stud Farm from Major 
Cape, who had bought it from the Duke of West/ 
minster. At the present day the foals start life at Bally/ 
manny, and remain there until after they are weaned. 
The mares are then brought over to Sheshoon, the foals 
following in October or November. By gradual absorp/ 
tion of neighbouring farms Sheshoon has now grown 
to 550 acres, and two men are employed all the year 
round for no other purpose than to clip the hedges round 
the seventy paddocks. These paddocks vary in size from 
two to twenty acres, for the original boundaries of the 
fields could not be altered without needless expense when 
the farms were taken over. 

The grass in these paddocks is possibly the best in 
Ireland. Colonel Peacocke, upon whom fell most of 
the work during the last four or five years of Sir Henry 
Greer’s lifo, when the latter had the misfortune to become 
a chronic invalid, and who has been in sole charge 
during the last three years, is justifiably proud of lus 
grass, which, as he remarks, is the hardest crop to grow, 
and without which one need not attempt to rear good 
stock. He points out that they always have an average of 
three hundred and fifty head of cattle grazing on it, and 
these cattle almost invariably fetch top price on the 
Dublin market. The butchers say that they kill very 
well. 

Although the promise which the Sheshoon/bred 
Rustom Pasha had shown at Ascot had given the Aga 
Khan especial pleasure, that did not mean, of course, 
that he was not almost equally interested in the running 
of a horse that he had bought, such as Blenheim. Blen/ 
heim was carrying the Aga Khan’s colours as much as 
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Rustom Pasha, and in time to come he carried them to 
one of his owner’s greatest victories. 

In the New Stakes at Ascot he was set to meet a high/ 
class colt in Press Gang, who at Kempton Park, over 
five furlongs, had run second to Spagnoletto in the 
Redfern Plate, and was likely to have been improved by 
that race, which was his first. Press Gang was made 
first &vourite at 9 to 4 against, and the Aga Khan’s colt 
second favourite at 7 to 2. 

Ridden as usual by Beary, Blenheim showed himself 
on this occasion to be much better than Press Gang. 
Always well placed, he took the lead some way from 
the finish, and went on to win easily by two lengths from 
the favourite, Oceana being third another length 
behind. 

Rustom Pasha’s next appearance on a racecourse was 
at Goodwood in the Prince of Wales Stakes at the 
beginning of August. His previous race at Ascot had 
been over five furlongs, but he was now asked to go 
six. At Ascot he had stayed out a close finish against a 
more experienced opponent in most plucky fashion, and 
appeared to have inherited somethii^ of the stamina of 
his sire Son/in/Law. This stamina was likely to be even 
more fully tested over the six furlongs of the Prince of 
Wales Stakes, not only by the extra distance, but by the 
opposition, which was very strong. 

There were only three starters for the race, but they 
were each of them well backed. They were Rustom 
Pasha, trained, of course, by Dick Dawson, Lovat 
Scout, trained by F. Darling, and Queen of the Nore, 
trained by Persse. Thus each came from one of the 
largest and most fashionable stables in the country. Each 
was ridden by a jockey of the first rank, namely, Beary, 
Fox and Beasley, and each horse had won on his or her 
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Blenheim did not run again until the second week in 
September, when he was also due to have his first 
experience over six furlongs. This was at Doncaster in 
the Champagne Stakes, one of the most important and 
valuable races for two^earA>lds. The colt’s stamina was 
certain to be fully tested, for he was due to meet a very 
good filly. Fair Diana. Fair Diana, on her first appear<> 
ance on a racecourse, had run away with a race at 
Birmingham. She had then run second over five fur<' 
longs to Queen of the Note, in the important National 
Breeders’ Produce Stakes at Sandown Park. On that 
occasion she was not at her best, suffering fi:om sore 
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She was likdy, tfaesefine, to be a miidi improved 
runner k die Champs^ Stalua, Ibr she kxdced fit and 
well bekre the start. 

Notwidistandii^ diis, Blenheim was made fivouitte, 
while Fair Diana, lecdvii^ we^ fix sex, fidlowed 
km k the market The race devdoped into a di;^ 
between these two. Fair Okoa took op die mnnii^ 
fully two furlongs fiom die wknin^/post, fiiUowed by 
Blenheim, who at diat moment appeared to have no 
prospect of catching her, kr he was showii^ s^ns of 
having shot his bolt But he ran on under pressure with 
great gameness, and gradually closed the gap. In a really 
terrific finish he drew i%ht up on Fair Diana, and only 
the judge could say which of the two courageotls animals 
had won. In the end he gave his decision in favour of 
the filly by a short head. 

Nevertheless Blenheim had shown that he could %ht 
and that he could stay, and there was every prospect of 
his developii^ into a really good three-'year-'old — ^perhaps 
even good enough to win his owner his first Derby. 
Before the end of the season, however, he was due to 
appear in two more races, both run at Newmarket. 

The first of these was the Hopeful Stakes, over five 
furlongs. His most formidable opponent here was Lady 
Abbess, who had been beaten into third place by Fair 
Diana in the National Breeders’ Produce Stakes at 
Sandown. On this showii^, and taking the weights 
into account. Fair Diana was some 6lb. behind Lady 
Abbess, whereas on her form in the Champagne Stakes, 
which had practically ended in a draw, she was three 
pounds behind Blenheim. This left Lady Abbess 3 lb. 
better than Blenheim, who was due to give her that 
amount in the Hopeful Stakes. On krm the Aga Khan’s 
colt appeared, therefore, to have the lesser chance of 
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winning, but it had to be taken into account that Fair 
Diana was shin sore at Sandown Park, or that some/ 
thing else failed her. 

In the market on the race the betting centred round 
Blenheim and Lady Abbess, the Aga Khan’s colt 
coming down to the start favourite at 5 to 4. When the 
tapes went up Lady Abbess and Pamplona jumped 
off in front. Lady Abbess finally coming away with a 
clear lead. As in his last race, Blenheim appeared to have 
little chance of winning, for a furlong from the finish 
the filly had established a big advantage and was going 
well. But once again he demonstrated that, so far as he 
was concerned, a race was never lost until the winning/ 
post had been reached. Responding gallantly to all 
Beary’s demands on him, he went up quickly on the 
filly, who had begun to stop, was past her in a few 
strides, and had won by a length and a half. Lady 
Abbess was second, four lengths in front of Foretopsail. 

After this it was obvious that Blenheim was one of the 
very best of the two/year/olds in training. And for his 
last race of the season, the Middle Park Stakes at New/ 
market, he was due to meet another of the very best. 
This was Lord Woolavington’s colt Press Gang, whom 
he had defeated over five furlongs at Ascot in the New 
Stakes. He was now meeting him over six furlongs, and 
Press Gang, by a St. Leger winner. Hurry On, out of a 
Derby and St. Leger winner, Fifinella, had in the mean/ 
while won the Rous Memorial Stakes. 

Before the start Blenheim was made first favourite at 
II to 8 against, and Press Gang second favourite at 
2 to I. The latter, a typical long/striding son of Hurry 
On, jumped off in front of the Aga Khan’s colt and, 
makii^ all the running, won on a tight rein by half a 
length. 
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In Spite of this reversal of form, Blenheim’s record 
durii^ the season was impressive enough to raise the 
highest hopes as to his career as a three-year^oId. Out of 
his seven races he had won four, and had been second in 
the other three. Together with the two-'ycar^olds Ann 
Gudman, Quarrat^ahAin and Teacup, he helped to 
contribute almost exactly half of the ;^39,889 which 
placed the Aga Khan first of the Leading Owners. Of 
the older horses, Le Phare won ^4,6i6, Silver Hussar 
^2,277, Maggi j(ji,864, Parwiz £1,670, Buland Bala 
£1,460, and Grand Terrace ;^i,26o. It is interesting to 
note that none of these horses had carried off either a 
Classic race or the Eclipse Stakes. It is most unusual for 
an owner to head the list under such circumstances. 

As for Rustom Pasha, out of two races he had a draw 
at Ascot and a second at Goodwood to his credit. He 
had shown that he possessed something of the speed of his 
dam, Cos, and the stamina of his sire, Sondn^Law, and 
was promising well. Indeed, at the Press Club’s annual 
luncheon before the Derby, the Aga Khan had gone 
so far as to remark that next year they might find that he 
was the breeder of the Derby winner. In saying this he 
had Rustom Pasha in mind. “I always had great faith 
in Rustom,” says the Aga Khan. As we shall see, in 
the first months of the following season, Rustom Pasha’s 
career was planned entirely with that greatest of Classics 
in view. 
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LEADING OWNERS IN 1925 



Winners 

Races 

Won 

Value 

£ 

Lord Astor 

8 

20 

35.723 

Mr. S. B. Joel 

29 

46 

35.577 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

13 

28 

32,974 

Mr. H. E. Morriss 

I 

2 

21,335 

Lord Derby 

17 

30 

19,348 

Sir J. Rutherford 

X 

4 

15.435 

Lord Woolavington 

6 

18 

14.567 

Sir Abe Bailey 

13 

19 

13,822 

Lord Glanely 

17 

24 

11,482 

Mr. S. Wootton 

21 

43 

10,728 

Sir Robert Jardine 

15 

22 

9,955 

Mr. A. R. Cox 

7 

13 

8,711 

LEADING OWNERS IN 1926 



Winners 

Races 

Won 

Value 

1 

Lord Woolavington 

8 

15 

47.041 

Lord Derby 

22 

39 

35.433 

Lord Astor 

10 

14 

24,187 

Lord Rosebery 

8 

19 

15.832 

Sir Abe Bailey 

13 

17 

15.699 

Mr. S. B. Joel 

19 

29 

15,666 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

10 

15 

14.774 

Mr. F. Curzon 

7 

13 

12,921 

Mr. S. Wootton 

26 

58 

12,804 

Mr. A. de Rothschild 

9 

12 

11,921 

Major D. McCalmont 

5 

12 

11,522 

Lord Glanely 

19 


9.571 
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LEADING OWNERS IN 1927 


Lord Derby 

Races 
Winners Won 

18 37 

Value 

1 

40,355 

Lord Astor 

5 

10 

29,975 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

13 

21 

21,918 

Lord Dewar 

12 

28 

18,800 

Mr. J. B. Joel 

15 

20 

17,781 

Mr. F. Curzon 

4 

6 

17,193 

Mr. S. B. Joel 

19 

28 

I 4»575 

Mr. S. Wootton 

Z 2 

50 

13,550 

Lord Durham 

7 

12 

13,440 

Sir Abe Bailey 

10 

16 

12,945 

Lt.^Col. G. Loder 

3 

3 

11,135 

Mr. W. A. Read 

18 

25 

11,127 


LEADING OWNERS IN 1928 




Races 

Value 


Winners 

Won 

1 

Lord Derby 

23 

45 

65,603 

Mr. S. B. Joel 

25 

42 

24,921 

Sir H. Cunliffb'Owen 

14 

37 

20,784 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

II 

14 

20,570 

Mr. J. B. Joel 

13 

21 

19,909 

Lord Dewar 

20 

34 

17,676 

Lord Glanely 

21 

34 

14,392 

Lord Ellesmere 

4 

II 

14,068 

Mr. S. Wootton 

31 

60 

14,059 

Sir Laurence Philipps 

I 

3 

13,597 

Col. G. Loder 

3 

8 

12,584 

Major D. McCalmont 

4 

10 

11,058 
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LEADING OWNERS IN 1929 



Winners 

Races 

Won 

Value 

£ 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

20 

35 

39,886 

Lord Derby 

20 

51 

34 > 3 I 4 

Mr. W. Barnett 

2 

6 

28,311 

Major D. McCalmont 

5 

9 

24,308 

Lord Dewar 

16 

31 

19,403 

Lord Woolavington 

10 

21 

18,374 

Mr. S. B. Joel 

15 

20 

14.795 

Mir. J. H. Whitney 

I 

2 

14.454 

Lord Astor 

7 

8 

13.263 

Mr. E. Somerville Tattersall 8 

13 

10,897 

Mr. D. M. Grant 

8 

19 

10,004 

Mr. S. Wootton 

28 

50 

8,805 
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DETAILS OF BLENHEIM’S RACES IN 1929 
Newbury — April 15 

The Manton Plate of 200 sovs.; for two^ear/olds. Five 
furlongs (straight). (Actual value to winner ^166.) 

Blenheim (The Aga Khan), 8st. lolb. 

M. Beary i 

Spring Maiden filly, 8st. 7lb, J. Hine 2 

Needle Rock colt, 8st. lolb. F. Fox 3 

Also Ran: — ^Myra Blake, 8st. lolb. (C. Ray), Rob 
Roy, 8st. lolb. (R. Dick), Boulevardier, 8st. lolb. 
(car. 8st. iilb.) (J. MacCormack), Saint Call, 8st. 
lolb. (H. Packham), Mary Agnes, 8st. lolb. (L. 
Read), Adlon, 8st. lolb. (S. Donoghue), Squire 
Morris, 8st. lolb. Q. Beasley), Bachelor’s Dream, 
8st. lolb. (C. Richards), Money Talks, 8st. lolb. 
(Ermer), Phantom Water, 8st. ylb. (J. Collins), 
Typist, 8st. 7lb. (F. Winter), Carlinetta, 8st. 7lb. 
(S. Wragg), Sunnyhill, 8st. 7lb. (E. Gardner), Jaffa 
Gate, 8st. 7lb. (H. Wragg), Futurity, 8st. 7lb. (P. 
Beasley), Dark Blue, 8st. 7lb. (J. Jones), Maiden 
Voyage, 8st. 7lb. (R. Jones), Maid of the Sky, 8st. 
7lb. (G. Richards), Happy Memories, 8st. ylb. (A. 
Burns), Caught Napping, 8st. 7lb. (F. Lane), Un^ 
canny, 8st. 7lb. (P. Stevens), Poor Relation (The 
Aga Khan), 8st. 7lb. (McKenna), Ivymount, 8st. 
7lb. (R. Perryman), Honeymoon, 8st. 7lb. (J. Kirby), 
Orange Mary, 8st. 7lb. (H. Beasley), Golden Hair, 
8st. 7lb. (J. Dines), Polly Avon, 8st. 7lb. (G. 
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Baines), King of Arms, 8st.7lb. (J. Brennan), 
Ducldc, 8st. Tib. (E. Forsyth). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 
Starting Prices : — i to i against Blenheim, 9 to 2 Needle 
Rock colt, 8 to I each Maiden Voyage and Orange 
Mary filly, 10 to i Polly Avon, 100 to 8 Spring 
Maiden filly, 20 to i Maid of the Sky, 3 3 to i each 
against the others. 

Won by three lengths; a length and a half separated 
second and third. Maiden Voyage was fburdi, and 
Happy Memories last. 

Sandown — April 26 

The Stud Produce Stakes, a sweepstakes of 21 sovs. 
each, with 200 sovs. added; owner of second to receive 
100 sovs.; for two/year-'olds. Five furlongs. (Actual 
value to winner ^2,160.) 

Bridge of Bath filly (Sir B. Sheffield), 7st. lalb. 

J. Kirby i 

Blenheim (The Aga Khan), 8 st. 71b. M. Beary 2 
Hakem (The Aga Khan), 8st. 7lb. P. Beasley 3 

Also Ran: — Junior Counsel, 8st. lolb. (R. Jones), 
Dursilla, 8st. 7lb. (H, Beasley), Spice, 8st. ^b. (J. 
Evens), Cluny, 8st. 41b. (C. Elliott), Fourth Dimen/ 
sion, 8st. ilb. (J. Dines), Part Four, 8st. ilb. (F. 
Lane), TuUibardine, 8st. ilb. (S. Donoghue), Plaster 
of Paris, 7st. plb. (C. Richards). 

Winner trained by Higgs at Blewbury. 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 4 on Blenheim, 6 to i against 
Dursilla colt, 10 to 1 Bridge of Bath fflly, 20 to i each 
against the others. 

Won by a lei^th; a length and a half separated second 
and third. Part Four was fourth, and Cluny last. 
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Whiis0r--Jime i 

The Speedy Plate of 200 sovs.; for two/year/o!ds. Five 
furlong. (Actual value to winner £iS 6 .) 

Blenheim (The Aga Khan), 8st. ralb. M.Beary r 
Lennoxlove, 8st. 9lb. C. Elliott 2 

Tetrapodos, 8st. 7lb. C. Ray 3 

Also Ran:— Bullion, 8st. lalb. (H. Jelliss), San Espoir, 
8st. 7lb. Q. Marshall), Bachelor’s Dream, 8st. 7lb. 
(E. Carrington), Pergola, 8st. 7lb. (K. Robertson), 
Mons Vigil, 8st. 41b. (car. 8st. 51b.) (P. Connolly), 
Flaming Sun, 8st. 41b. (C. Richards), Happy 
Memories, 8st. 41b. (J. Brennan), Penny Lemon, 
8st. 4lb. (E. Forsyth), What’ll You Have, 8st. 41b. 
(H. Beasley), L<xh Monarf, 8st. 4lb. (R. Dick), 
Segesta, 8st. 41b. (G. Little), Coup d’ Amour, 8st. 
41b. (car. 8 st. 51b.) (A. Sharpies), Green Stockings, 
8st. 41b. (car. 8st. 51b.) Q. Collins). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — ^Evens Blenheim, 100 to 30 against 
Lennoxlove, 9 to 2 Tetrapodos, 10 to i What’ll You 
Have, 100 to 7 Bullion, 20 to i each against the others. 

Won by three lengths; one length separated second and 
third. Bullion was fourth, and Mons Vigil last. 


Ascot— June 20 

The New Stakes of 20 sovs. each, with 1,000 sovs. 
added for winner, 200 sovs. for second, and 100 sovs. 
for third; for two/year/olds. Five furlongs. (Actual 
value to winner £2t%ZoJ 
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Blenheim (The Aga Khan), 8st. lolb. M. Beaty i 
Press Gang (Lord Woolavington), 8st. lolb. 

F. Fox 2 

Oceana (Mrs. Murray), 9st. P. Beasley 3 

Also Ran: — Writ, 8st. lolb. (H. Jelliss), Blue Peter, 
8st. lolb. (R. Jones), Algonquin, 8st. lolb. (R. 
Perryman), Campbell Kid, 8st. lolb. (G. Richards), 
Riverside Fairy, 8st. lolb. (C. Ray), Lovelace II, 
8st. lolb. (G. Garner), Casserole, 8st. lolb. (H. 
Leach), Smoky Light, 8st. lolb. (S. Donoghue), 
Piperno, 8st. lolb. (F. Winter), Dutch Mary, 8st. lolb. 
(J. Childs), Nick of Time, 8st. lolb. (E. Gardner), 
Anthurium, 8$t. lolb. (G. Bezant), Bennachie, 8st. 
iolb.(H. Beasley), Spring Zephyr, 8st.7lb. (J. Dines). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 4 against Press Gang, 7 to 2 Blen<' 
heim, 7 to i Bennachie, 8 to i Piperno, 10 to i each 
Oceana and Lovelace II, 100 to 6 Casserole, 20 to i 
each against the others. 

Won by two lengths; one length separated second and 
third. Casserole was fourth, and Nick of Time last. 

Doncaster — September 10 

The Champ^ne Stakes of 30 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added; for two/yearA>lds; the owner oi the 
second to receive 200 sovs. and of the third 100 sovs. 
out of the stakes. Six furlongs (straight). (Actual value 
to winner ^ 2 ^ 960 .) 

Fair Diana (Lord Woolavington), 8st. nib. 

F. Fox I 

Blenheim (The Aga Khan), 9st. M. Beary 2 
Christopher Robin, 9st. J. Childs 3 
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Also Ran:— Espionage, 9st. (H. Wiagg), Anthurium, 
9st. (C. Ray), Silver Mount, 8st. nib. (R. Dick). 

Winner trained by F. Darling at Beckhampton. 

Starting Prices:— ii to 8 on Blenheim, 5 to 2 gainst 
Fair Diana, 10 to i each against Christopher Robin 
and Anthurium, 50 to i each against the others. 

Won by a short head; three lengths separated second and 
third. Anthurium was fourth, and Espionage last. 


Newmarket — October 2 

The Hopeful Stakes of 25 sovs. each, with 300 sovs. 
added; for two/year/olds; second to receive 100 sovs. 
out of the stakes. Five furlongs. (Actual value to 
winner 1,265.) 

Blenheim (The Aga Khan), 9st. ylb. M. Beary i 
Lady Abbess (Lady Cunliffe^Owen), 9st. 41b. 

H. Wragg 2 

Foretopsail (Lt./Colonel R. Charteris), 8st. 41b. 

(car. 8st. 5lb.) J. Childs 3 

Also Ran: — Elfin, 8 st. 4 lb. (F. Fox), Pamplona, 8 st. 
41b. (C. Elliott). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to 4 against Blenheim, 5 to 2 Lady 
Abbess, ii to 2 each Elfin and Pamplona, 20 to i 
against Foretopsail. 

Won by a length and a half; four lengths separated 
second and third. Pamplona was fi)urth, and Elfin 
last. 
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Newmarket — October ij 

The Middle Park Stakes of 30 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added; for two/year^olds; second to receive 200 
sovs. and third 100 sovs. out of the stakes. Six 
furlongs. (Actual value to winner ^3,690.) 

Press Gang (Lord Woolavington), pst. sib. 

F. Fox I 

Blenheim (The Aga Khan), pst. sib. M. Beary 2 
Lovat Scout (Lord Dewar), pst. sib. J. Childs s 

Also Ran: — ^Fata Morgaiu, 8st. nib. (F. Keogh). 
Winner trained by F. Darling at Beckhampton. 

Starting Prices: — 1 1 to 8 against Blenheim, 2 to i Press 
Gang, 4 to I Lovat Scout, 8 to i against Fata Mor<' 
gana. 

Won by half a length; three lengths separated second and 
third. 
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THE DERBY 

B y the spring of 1930 Rustom Pasha had grown 
to a good size. Blenheim did not appear to me 
to have grown much, but he was the better/ 
looking animal of the two. 

Rustom Pasha was the first to make his appearance on 
a racecourse. This was in the Lingiield Park Spring 
Stakes, run over a mile. After his promise of the pre/ 
vious season, his showing was very disappointing. A 
quarter of a mile from the winning/post, when he was 
in ftont with Stii^o and closely attended by Ardglass, 
he began to weaken and drop back. It was obvious that 
he had shot his bolt, and he finally came in third, Ard/ 
glass beating Stingo for first place. Judged on this run/ 
ning, he appeared as a three/year/old to have retained 
neither the speed of his dam nor the stamina of his sire. 
But his time was to come later in the season, when he 
proved himself to be probably the finest middle/distance 
runner of his age in training. 

Blenheim’s first appearance of the year was more 
auspicious. He was entered for the Greenham Plate at 
Newbury. For this race there was a large attendance of 
visitors, attracted by a wonderful spring day and the 
prospect of seeing potential winners of the season’s 
Classics. Blenheim was perhaps the centre of the 
greatest interest, having shown himself the previous year 
to be one of the best of his age. Mr. Dawkins, at that 
time the official handicapper to the Jockey Club, and 
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one of the best handicappers there has ever been, had 
placed the Aga Khan’s colt fourth to Diolite, when he 
came to draw up his Free Handicap for two/yearz-olds 
at the end of the previous season. 

Nevertheless Blenheim was never very strong in the 
market on the race, finally starting second favourite at 
8 to I. Christopher Robin was made favourite at 9 to 4. 
It was obvious that many people considered that Blen/ 
heim was not yet as fit as he could be made. At the 
beginning of the season he had been provisionally 
allotted by the Aga Khan and Dick Dawson to the 
Two Thousand Guineas, not due to be run for more 
than another three weeks. At the same time Custom 
Pasha was reserved for the Derby, and Ut Majeur, a 
colt by a French Derby winner, Ksar, out of a French 
Oaks winner, Uganda, who had shown himself to be 
one of the best of his age as a two^year^old, for the St. 
Leger. In the end these plans were not strictly adhered 
to, which, as will appear later, was fortunate for the 
Aga Khan. 

The betting on the Greenham Plate, run over the 
Straight mile at Newbury, had not underestimated the 
chances of Blenheim. In a field of twenty/one starters he 
ran unplaced, Christopher Robin winning by three 
lengths horn Rear Admiral. But the race, his only one 
before the Two Thousand, had brought him on, and 
there was every prospect of his coming %hting fit to 
Newmarket in three and a half weeks’ time. On this 
same day at Newbury Ut Majeur secured a good win 
in the Berkshire Maiden Plate. 

At the end of April Rustom Pasha was set to run in 
the Nonsuch Stakes, decided over one mile at Epsom. 
In his first race of the season at Lingfield Park he had 
run like a non/stayer, which was an ominous sign so fu 
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as his chances in the Derby, run over a testing mile and 
a half, were concerned. 

The Nonsuch Stakes confirmed the impression that 
Rustom Pasha had inherited the speed of his dam, rather 
than the stamina of his sire. The opposition which he 
was asked to meet was formidable. It included Paradine, 
ridden by Gordon Richards; Stingo, who had beaten 
the Aga Khan’s colt into third place in the Lingfield 
Park Spring Stakes; and Press Gang, conqueror of 
Blenheim in the latter’s last race of the previous season. 
Yet notwithstanding this Rustom Pasha, exhibiting a 
fine turn of speed, went clean away from the whole field, 
beating Paradine, to whom he was giving ylb., by four 
lengths. Stingo was third and Press Gang, who gave a 
disappointing display, fifth. 

Speaacular as was this feat of Rustom Pasha’s, it 
needed to be qualified in several ways before it could 
be estimated at its true value. In the fost place it is my 
opinion that the race, which I remember most clearly, 
was falsely run, many of the jockeys playing a waiting 
game in the early stages. That meant that the stamina of 
the true stayers was never able to make itself felt, whereas 
the race was all in favour of the non/stayers. My opinion 
was also that of several of the men who rode in the race. 
In the second place that experienced jockey, Gordon 
Richards, stated afterwards that Paradine was never 
galloping truly, but was always hanging. He was of the 
firm belief that, had his horse behaved normally, he 
would have beaten Rustom Pasha. 

Nevertheless, had the latter been started in the Two 
Thousand Guineas on May the seventh, he must have 
greatly troubled Paradine, who had been entered. He 
would almost certainly have been made favourite. As 
it was the Aga Khan, in accordance with the plan 
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mappea out at the b^inning of the season, elected to be 
tepiesented by Blenheim. 

The Meeting started in most unpleasant weather, rain 
Ming incessantly throughout the afternoon. This was 
likely to create conditions absolutely new to most of the 
luntvcts in the Two Thousand, the going becoming 
holding. For weeks past the going had been good. 
Indeed the racing on the first day showed that it was 
useless to take previous form into consideration under 
the changed conditions. How would Blenheim adapt 
himself to this unforeseen turn of events? 

Fortunately on the afternoon of the race the weather 
was fairly fine and, as the Rowley Mile Course recovers 
very quickly, the going, though soft, was not as holding 
as seemed likely at one time. Among the opponents 
whom Blenheim was called upon to meet was Diolite, 
placed by Mr. Dawkins at the top of the Free Handicap 
in which Blenheim had been ranked fourth. I had never 
regarded Diolite as so good a two>'year«'old as nuny 
other prople did, and accordingly I did not take him to 
win. It could not be denied that, as a three^year^'old, he 
was a colt of much quality, but he was deficient in bone 
and did not fill the eye at all. 

Lord Woolavington very wisely scratched Press Gang 
firom the race, and so Blenheim was deprived of the 
chance of avenging his defeat at the close of the previous 
season. But it was obvious after Press Gang’s running 
the previous week in the Nonsuch Stakes, in which he 
had been beaten many lengths by Rustom Pasha, Para^ 
dine and Stingo, that he could have no chance at all in 
the Two Thousand Guineas. 

Blenheim went down to the start bracketed second in 
the betting at lo to i with Diolite and Bargany, 
Caerleon being made favourite at 5 to i. After only a 
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short delay Captain Allison, the best starter of my rimf, 
got the field away well. From the beginning Diolite was 
iways prominent in the middle of the course, and half- 
way up the Hill to the winning/post was leadii^ with 
the race won, finally coming in two lengths ahead of 
Paradine. Third place was in doubt between Blenheim 
and Silver Flare, the latter just gaining the place. 

Even after this result Diolite did not appeal to me as 
a Classic colt, but he must have been one. Fox never 
had to move on him. As for Silver Flare, he should 
never have been placed in the Two Thousand Guineas. 
Elliott had ridden him all out, and my opinion is 
that if Blenheim, who did not find the soft going to 
his liking, Iliad, who was fifth, and Trews, who was 
sixth, had also been ridden right out. Silver Flare would 
never have finished in the first three. 

And so to the Derby, the most famous race in the 
world, run over the most testing course in the country! 
A horse who runs over the mile and a half of this 
greatest of Classics finds every sort of going with which 
to contend. He must be able to run uphill, and he must 
be able to run downhill. He has to be able to come 
round corners, and be handy to take his place at different 
points of the course. He has to be able to stay, and he 
has to be fast from the gate. 

There is, however, an even better reason why this 
course must supply the best test of a thoroughbred. The 
winner of the Derby is always the most sought-after sire. 
He may win no other race in his career, but if he has 
been successful in the Derby, then his owner may charge 
what he pleases for his services until he has proved 
himself at the stud to be useless. This is because breeders 
know that a horse who has won over the mile and a 
half at Epsom must be the best of his age. 
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i Hough It was the Aga jN.han s oeuet that it he 
were destined to win that Classic it would be with 
Rustom Pasha, it was decided to start Blenheim also. 
This was a wise decision, for although Blenheim had 
run only fourth in the Two Thousand, he was bred a 
stayer and might be expected to show up more promi/' 
nently over the mile and a half at Epsom. Rustom Pasha, 
on the other hand, had shown in the Nonsuch Stakes 
that he could go fast, but as a three<'year^old had never 
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shown on a racecoutse that he could stay. For some dme 
before the Derby the two colts, in accordance with their 
owner’s wishes, were not galloped together, the Aga 
Khan thus following his usual practice of regaining 
fiorn ferestalliiig the actual trial on the racecourse. 

Amoi^ their opponents there were naturally a number 
of old rivals, many of the horses who had run in the 
Two Thousand Guineas appearing once again. Of 
these the most dangerous on form was Diolite, who, 
ever since he had won that Classic more easily than any 
horse for many years, had never been sick or sorry nor 
missed a single day’s work. Nor could anyone deny the 
perfection of his action. He had shown that he could 
gallop equally well whether the ground were hard or 
soft. Further, he was the most classically bred horse in 
the race. His male ancestors going back eight generations 
were Diophon (Two Thousand Guineas), Grand 
Parade (Derby), Orby (Derby), Orme (poisoned), 
Ormonde (Two Thousand Guineas, Derby and St. 
Leger), Bend Or (Derby), Doncaster (Derby), Stock-' 
well (St. Leger). His dam was by Rock Sand, winner 
of the Two Thousand Guineas, Derby and St. Leger. 

At the Derby luncheon at the London Press Club, 
Sir Hugo Hirst gave it as his opinion that if his colt 
Diolite were among the first four at Tattenham Corner, 
he would win. At the same luncheon Dick Dawson 
intimated that he expected Diolite to win, but that 
Rustom Pasha and Blenheim were thoroughly fit and 
might be expected to give of their best. This opinion 
was shared by the Aga Khan, not present on the above 
occasion. “I had great faith in Diolite,” he says. “He 
was bred in a way that appealed to me.” 

Paradine, who had finished second to Diolite in the 
Two Thousand, was not due to run, but the third, 
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fourth, fifth and sixth. Silver Flare, Blenheim, lUad and 
Trews, were. In their final gallop at Manton, Trews had 
gone better than his stable companion, Iliad, but the 
Manton “neglected” has so often beaten the Manton 
“expected” that I was of the opinion that Iliad would 
finish in front of Trews. Indeed, I went so far as to 
anticipate that if any horse who finished behind Diolite 
at Newmarket were to beat him, then it might well be 
Iliad, who was very classically bred, being by Swynfbrd 
out of a mare who was by a Derby winner, and who 
aaced back to St. Simon. One of these anticipations 
was to prove correct, and the other wrong. 

At length the great day dawned warm and clear, with 
the promise of ideal conditions for the greatest of races. 
The usual vast crowds streamed out to Epsom, so that 
by the time King George V, Queen Mary, and other 
members of the Royal Family arrived, there were 
thousands out on the course and in the various enclosures 
to greet them. A more perfect setting for a Derby could 
not be wished, the only criticism being that a heat haze 
made visibility indifferent. 

In the final betting Diolite was made favourite at 
1 1 to 4 against. Rustom Pasha was second favourite at 
9 to 2 , and at the start of the race was probably the best 
backed of the seventeen runners. He was carrying the 
Aga Khan’s first colours, and Michael Beary, the stable 
jockey, had elected to ride him in preference to Blenheim, 
who bore the second colours. This tended still further to 
increase the confidence of the public in Rustom Pasha. 
Silver Flare came third in the betting at 7 to i. Trews 
fourth at 100 to 7, Blenheim, ridden by Harry Wragg, 
sixth at 18 to I, and Iliad tenth at 25 to i. 

After the parade the starters, prominent among them 
the small, beautifully made Blenheim and the big, speedy 
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Rustom Pasha, wound their way back through the 
Paddock, across the Downs, and so reached the starting/' 
gate. The Aga Khan, bareheaded, watched them from 
his seat in a linle stand near the winning-post. Would 
either of his two colts prove good enough to win him 
his first Derby? 

As soon as the field had reached the starting-gate, Ray 
took Diolite over to the shade of the trees, while certain 
preliminaries as regards the draw for places were gone 
through. At length at 3 o’clock Captain Allison began 
to line up the horses for the start. He had no sooner done 
so than Silver Flare, as had been expected of him, 
started to create trouble, refusing to face the tapes and 
working off the exuberance of his spirits by lashing out 
with his heels. Fortunately he harmed none of his 
opponents, and after a considerable delay allowed him- 
self to be cajoled up to the line. At once the tapes went 
up and the seventeen runners, with the exception of 
Blenheim, got away to a good start. The Aga Khan’s 
colt was apparently caught flat footed, and lost ground. 
Indeed, he was actually at the tail of the field while the 
horses were climbing the steep rise to the ten-furlong 
post, Diolite being in front, closely followed by Rustom 
Pasha. 

Near the top of the hill Ray, on DioUte, allowed 
Rustom Pasha to go into the lead and take the rails. 
But he kept him well within hail for, like everybody else, 
he considered him to be the one horse he had to beat. 
From where I was it was difficult to follow the runners 
during the middle part of the race, owing to the rows of 
charabancs and motor-cars parked all round the top 
side of the course, but at the beginning of the descent to 
Tattenham Corner and the Straight Diolite was not 
more than a length behind Rustom Pasha. The places 
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behind these two were occupied by Ballyferis, Silver 
Flare, and Trews, with Iliad closing up fast. Would 
Rustom Pasha have the stamina to last out what 
promised to be a hard/fbught finish? 

This must have been the question which the Aga 
Khan was asking himself, as the field swung round 
Tattenham Corner full into the view of the masses on 
the stands, and he saw through his binoculars that his 
colours, green and chocolate, were leading. From where 
he was seated he had been able to see nothing of the race 
until this moment. As for the crowds on the stands, 
they went almost delirious with excitement as the 
leaders thundered down the Straight to one of the most 
amazing finishes in the history of the Derby. 

As he came round Tattenham Corner Rustom Pasha 
was on the rails, with Diolite on his offside not a length 
behind. There remained but a furlong to go now. 
Would Rustom Pasha be able to last that furlong? Had 
he inherited anything of the stamina of his sire, or would 
he prove himself to be a true son of his dam? 

The answer came immediately. He had scarcely 
entered the Straight which leads to the finish when he 
began to stop rapidly, and a moment after was out of 
the race. The Aga Khan resigned himself to another 
year or more of waiting before he should succeed in 
winning the Derby. 

Diolite was now left in the lead. Behind him came 
Ballyferis, Trews and Silver Flare, but none of these 
three was able to quicken, and in a few strides Iliad 
had passed them and was challenging the favourite. 
For a moment Diolite held him, and it seemed at last 
that a favourite would win the greatest of all races. 
Then Ray, his jockey, suddenly began to show signs of 
anxiety. Stride by stride the Manton “neglected** caught 
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him and went away into the lead with the race 
apparendy won, for there remained scarcely two hundred 
yards to go. 

But who is this coming with a fine run on the outside 
of the field, bearing the familiar green and chocolate 
colours? His jockey has him perfecdy balanced, and 
horse and man are one as they slowly but surely catch 
Iliad. In another moment the two colts are racing neck 
and neck. The crowd on the stands crane forward. Then 
the shout goes up, “Blenheim!” 

Blenheim it was, beautifully ridden by Wr^g, run^ 
ning the race of his life. Slow firom the gate, and at one 
time many lengths behind the leaders, his jockey had 
never hurried him. He allowed him to make up his 
ground all the way until, at Tattenham Comer, he was 
within striking distance of the leaders. Even then Wragg 
regained firom hurrying him, allowing him to come 
round into the Straight on an even keel. Nor in the 
Straight did he press him, until the finish was scarcely 
two hundred yards away. Then he called on Blenheim 
for his effort, and when it came it was beautiful to watch. 
Without the sign of a falter the gallant little gendenuin 
closed up on Ihad, ran neck and neck with him for a 
moment, and drew away to pass the winning/post a 
length ahead, there never being any doubt in the last 
hundred yards who would prove the winner. Iliad 
stayed on to come in second, two lengths ahead of 
Diolite. Silver Flare was fourth. 

As Blenheim had thundered up to the finish to his 
courageous and unexpected victory, an absolute hush 
had ^len on the thousands who watched the brief 
duel between the Aga Khan’s colt and Iliad. This hush 
remained unbroken until the Aga Khan himself, hat in 
hand and laughing like a schoolboy, was seen walking 
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out on the course to meet Blenheim. Then there was 
much cheering and clapping of hands, which continued 
as owner and horse made their way through a lane of 
humanity to the unsaddling enclosure. 

From there the Aga Khan was summoned to the 
presence of Their Majesties, by whom he was warmly 
congratulated on his great victory. Later he exclaimed 
to friends that gathered round, “I can hardly believe it 
to be true, it all seems so like a dream. It is impossible 
to say how glad I am to have won the greatest race in the 
world”. 

Harry Wragg, who had ridden a beautiful race, is 
generous in his praise of Blenheim. “He was a lovely 
Utde horse to tide,” he says. “He did everything I asked 
of him in the most gentlemanly manner. I thought he 
would get the trip.” 

A special word of praise must go to Dick Dawson, 
who had not only trained Blenheim throughout his 
career and brought him to Epsom in perfra condition, 
but was also owner of his sire Blandford, who had thus 
sired two successive Derby winners in Trigo and 
Blenheim. 

The next race in which Blenheim was to compete 
was the Eclipse Stakes, more valuable on this occasion 
than the Derby itself. The Eclipse Stakes was due to be 
run in the middle of July at Sandown Park, the most 
important London meeting of the year. Unfortunately 
at the beginning of the month the Aga Khan’s colt 
jarred himself badly, and that finished lus career on the 
racecourse. The injury, though apparently slight at the 
time, refused to yield to treatment, and in the end it was 
decided that he should not be asked to race again. At 
the end of August he bid farewell to Whatcombe, and 
was taken to his owner’s stud at Marlyda^Ville, near 
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Paris. Here, on the low/lying pastures, kept watch and 
ward over by the green/shuttered Louis XVI chateau 
of Colonel and Madame Vuillier, he passed his 
honoured retirement, until bought for ;^45,ooo by an 
United States syndicate in 1936. 

To get to the stud at Marlyda^Ville to-day you take 
a local train from the Care du Nord in the direction of 
Chantilly. After crawling along in leisurely fashion for 
some forty minutes you eventually arrive at the little 
station of Louvres. There, if your coming has been duly 
announced, you will undoubtedly be met by Madame 
Vuillier’s car, for Madame Vuillier is the soul of French 
hospitality. A sturdy, flaxen^haired chauffeur drives you 
swimy through the flat country, characteristic of the 
district, to the chateau, a gracious building lying in the 
shape of an L, with a round tower at the intersection of 
the two wings, about a welhkept lawn. At the door you 
are met by a lady equally gracious, who leads you to a 
study where sunds a bureau covered with sheets of paper 
bearing mysterious figures. 

Those figures have a significance for English race<' 
goers. Many a famous witiner on English racecourses has 
had his origin as a mere calculation on one of those sheets 
of paper. It was in 1902 that Colonel Vuillier formed 
his theory of breeding, according to which all the 
matings of the Aga Khan’s studs have for many years 
been arranged. But it was not until 1926 or 1927 that 
the Colonel actually met his future employer, and was 
appointed to the control of the matings. To judge by 
the achievements of such horses as Bahram, Mahmoud, 
Rustom Pasha, Dastur, Firdaussi, Theft, Taj Akbar 
and Sind, all bred in accordance with Colonel Vuillier’s 
theory, it has not gone unjustified. 

So at least insists Madame Vuillier, and not without 
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good show of reason. Whether you are sceptical or not 
as to the usefulness of figures when it comes to the 
breeding of racehorses, you could not fail to be moved 
by the loyalty and knowledge with which this middle^ 
aged French lady speaks of the discovery of her husband, 
whose work she has carried on since his death six or 
seven years ago. She will produce for you the tomes in 
which his theory is embodied. Turning over the pages, 
and peering through her pince/nez with marked distaste 
at the bad French print (Madame Vuillier’s admiration 
for English print is unbounded), she will expound to 
you for as long as you care to listen the principles under" 
lying Colonel Vuillier’s method. 

I do not propose to describe the method here. The 
volumes embodying it are always available to anyone 
interested. Sufficient to say its protagonists maintain that 
by following this method the breeder can produce in a 
few generations the horse which it would take natural 
selection hundreds of generations to evolve. Working in 
close conformity with this theory, Madame Vuillier 
spends many hours poring over figures during July and 
August, working out all the Aga Khan’s matings for 
both England and France. She is careful to point out, 
however, that before his death her husband had worked 
out the matings for many years to come. It was therefore 
logical, as well as characteristic, of her to reply to the 
Aga Khan, when he rang her up to congratulate her on 
Mahmoud’s virtory in the 1936 Derby, “It isn’t I who 
is to be congratulated, it is the Colonel’’. 

Though Blenheim’s inability to run in the Eclipse 
Stakes had been a source of keen disappointment to his 
owner, the latter ffiund a worthy substitute in Rustom 
Pasha, now approaching the height of his powers. In 
the St. James Palace Stakes, run at Ascot a fortnight 
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after the Derby, he had come in second to Christopher 
Robin, with Iliad, second in the Derby, third. This was 
a good performance, for he was giving 7lb. to Iliad, 
who, however, did not find the mile over which the 
race was run as much to his Ukii^ as the mile and a half 
at Epsom. On the other hand, Rustom Pasha, as I had 
anticipated after his fine showing over the first mile of 
the Derby course, was much better suited by the 
shorter distance. 

He got away slowly from the start, but halfway up 
the Straight had come up on the outside and was just 
behind the leader, Christopher Robin. It seemed certain 
then that he must win, for he was going very easily, 
while the other was under extreme pressure. Iliad was also 
in trouble. Then suddenly the Aga Khan’s colt appeared 
simply to lose all interest in the proceedings, and literally 
allowed himself to be beaten by Christopher Robin. 

Nevertheless Rustom Pasha had made it very clear 
that he was a force to be reckoned with when not asked 
to go more than a mile, or a mile and a quarter at the 
outside. In the Derby he had led all the best horses of 
his age as far as Tattenham Corner, and had beaten the 
Derby second over a mile at Ascot. He had obviously 
inherited the great speed of his dam Cos, and it remained 
to be seen whether he had just sufficient of the stamina 
of his sire Son^in^'Law to enable him to win over the 
mile and a quarter of the Eclipse Stakes. 

Among his opponents was Walter Gay, a very high/ 
class colt both on breeding and looks, who had run 
second to Trigo in the previous year’s Derby. Walter 
Gay went down to the start a good favourite, beii^ 
accompanied by Dick Swiveller firom the same stable. 
Dick Swiveller was to ensure that the race was run at a 
good pace throughout. Wragg, who was riding Rustom 
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Pasha, was determined on the other hand to play a 
waiting game, in order to conserve his mount’s speed. 

Considerable discussion was aroused at the time as to 
why Michael Beary had not been given the ride on 
Rustom Pasha. The fact is that while Blenheim had still 
been a probable starter in the Eclipse Stakes Beary had 
been assigned to him, while Wragg had been engaged 
for Rustom Pasha. On Blenheim being withdrawn, the 
original arrangement was maintained. By re^'engaging 
Beary to ride for him again the following season the Aga 
Khan made it plain that he was in no way dissatisfied 
with his stable jockey. 

King George V and Queen Mary were present to 
watch the field of ten go down to the start. The going 
was ideal, the course having been kept in perfect cotv 
ditton by means of artificial watering. From the “off” 
Dick Swiveller began to perform his appointed role of 
pace/maker, jumping into the lead accompanied by 
Botany Bay. Walter Gay followed just behind them, 
while Wragg waited with his mount. There was no 
chat^e among the three leaders until the Straight was 
reached, when Botany Bay fell back beaten. Dick 
Swiveller at once gave way to Walter Gay, who came 
on in front looking all over a winner. Then the French/ 
bred and French/trained horse, Lovelace II, challenged. 
But Walter Gay held him, and Lovelace II swerved 
across the course towards the Stands. Instantly Wragg, 
who had come up on Rustom Pasha with a long run, 
shot his mount into the gap left open for him. In another 
moment the race was over, the Aga Khan’s colt winning 
by a neck from the French horse who, after swerving his 
chance away, had come again and was going very fast 
at the finish. Walter Gay was third, half a len^ behind 
the second. 
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Notwithstanding this fine victory over a mile and a 
quarter in one of die greatest races of the season, I was 
far from convinced that Rustom Pasha really stayed 
more than a mile. It was plain that over this distance he 
was outstandingly brilliant, but I considered that over 
the longer distance of the Eclipse Stakes he had owed 
much to the fine riding of Wragg. 

His next race was certain to test his stamina to the 
uttermost. This was the St. Leger, the last of the season’s 
Classics, run over a mile and three-quarters at Doncaster. 
He was accompanied by Ut Majeur, who, in a gallop at 
Whatcombe over the St. Leger distance, had finished in 
front of him. As a consequence Beaty elected to ride 
Ut Majeur, while H. Wragg was once again on Rustom 
Pasha. The training of both the Aga Khan’s colts had 
been interfered with by coughing. 

In the race neither ever showed with awinning chance, 
though neither was disgraced. The first and second 
places were occupied by the joint favourites, Singapore 
and Parenthesis, while Rustom Pasha and Ut Majeur 
ran through some beaten horses at the end to occupy 
third and fourth places respectively. Thus Michael Beary 
had for the second time suffered the humiliation of 
finishing behind a stable companion, the first being in 
the Derby when he had come in, on Rustom Pasha, 
behind Blenheim. 

Although Rustom Pasha could hardly have been 
expected to win over the mile and three-quarters of the 
St. Leger, that race had at least shown that he was not 
entirely devoid of stamina. He had run a good third to 
Parenthesis, being only three-quarters of a length away at 
the winning-post. This modicum of staying power, alUed 
to his great speed, promised well for his chances in his 
next and final race of the season, the Champion Stakes. 
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The Champion Stakes was due to be run Across the 
Flat at Newmarket in the middle of October. The course 
was a mile and a quarter, which suited Rustom Pasha, 
fine middle^distance runner as he had shown himself to 
be, ideally. The race also offered him a chance to avenge 
his defeat in the St. Leger at the hands of Singapore. 
Other formidable opponents were Diolite, who had 
won the Two Thousand Guineas; Fair Isle, who had 
won the One Thousand Guineas; and Empire Builder, 
probably the best fbur/year^old in training. 

Singapore got away well, but his joints are not well 
adapted to coming down hill, and he lost his place 
coming down Bushes Hill so badly that he was never 
able to make up the lost ground. Empire Builder then 
took up the running, but coming out of the Dip was 
beaten by Grace Dalrymple, because he could not 
quicken sufficiently. A litde further on Grace Dal^ 
rymple was challenged by the One Thousand Guineas 
winner. Fair Isle, and it seemed for the moment that 
one of the two fillies would win. Then suddenly Wragg 
brought up Rustom Pasha with one of those perfectly 
timed runs of his, and the colt went on to win by nearly 
a let^h from Grace Dalrymple, Fair Isle finishing third. 

This fine win of Rustom Pasha not only set the seal 
on his reputation as the finest middle^distance horse of 
his age, but strengthened me in the belief I held that his 
stable companion, Ut Majeur, would win the Gesare^^ 
witch, in which he was due to run the following 
afternoon. There was little doubt that he had improved 
greatly since the St. Leger, in which he had finished 
fourth, behind Rustom Pasha. 

The favourite for the Gesarewitch, run over a testing 
two miles and a quarter, was Friendship, who started at 
5 to I. In the Paddock, before the race, I noted with 
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pleasure my old friend Brown Jack, looking as hand/ 
some as ever, and his great rival Old Orkney. But I was 
particularly interested in Ut Majeur, for 1 had made 
him my selection, much to the scorn of most of my 
experienced racing fiiends. Indeed it had to be admitted 
that it was asking a lot of a three/year/old to win such 
a race as this, carrying as much as 8st. sib. which had 
been assigned to the Aga Khan’s colt. In my opinion, 
however, the old horses taking part were rather bad, and 
Ut Majeur rather above the average of three/year/olds. 
He was undoubtedly the class horse of the race. 

The pace in the early suges must have been slow, for 
when the field were half-way across the Flat they were 
all in a heap together, and that suggests that they had 
not been going a great gallop. As they approached the 
Bushes I was able to pick out the colours through my 
glasses, and to my great pleasure noted that the Aga 
Khan’s were among those in the leading group. Soon 
after leaving the Bushes two horses were seen to come 
away in font, and it was certain that one or the other 
would win. They were Friendship, the favourite, and 
Ut Majeur, ridden by Michael Beary. 

The issue between them was not long left in doubt. 
Before reaching the Dip the Aga Khan’s colt had taken 
the lead, and finally drew right away to win by four 
lengths, gaining one of the easiest victories I have ever 
seen in the Cesarewitch. If the Judge had given the 
decision as ten lengths I should not have been in the 
slightest degree surprised. 

Thanks chiefly to this victory, to that ofBlenheim in the 
Derby, of Rustom Pasha in the Eclipse and Champion 
Stakes, and of Quarrat/afAin in the Coronation Stakes 
at Ascot, the Aga Khan headed the list of Leading 
Owners for the third time. Moreover he had had the 
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great pleasure, to one who has always considered himself 
a breeder first and an owner second, of producing from 
his own stud a really good horse in the person of Rustom 
Pasha. Unfortunately Rustom Pasha’s career ended on 
something of an anti/climax, for he ran as a four/year^old 
without any success. However, this disappointment was 
more than counter/balanced by the arrival fi:om the 
Sheshoon stud of a brilliant trio, who now establish 
themselves on the English racing scene. 
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LEADING OWNERS IN 1930 


H.H. The Aga Khan 
Lord Glanely 
Lord Derby 
Mr. W. M. G. Singer 
Lord Ellesmere 
Lord Woolavington 
Sir Charles Hyde 
Lt.^'Col. G. Loder 
Sir Abe Bailey 
Major D. McCalmont 
Mr. J. A. Dewar 
Sir Hugo Hirst 



Races 

Value 

Winners 

Won 

1 

16 

23 

46.259 

24 

38 

39,741 

22 

50 

37.219 

8 

15 

16,531 

5 

13 

15.722 

13 

16 

15.410 

16 

26 

14,880 

3 

8 

14,061 

9 

19 

13,018 

6 

9 

12,353 

II 

18 

11.315 

4 

4 

11.114 
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DETAILS OF BLENHEIM’S RACES IN 1930 


Newbury — April 11 

The Greenham Plate of 1,000 sovs.; for thrcc/ycar-'olds; 
second to receive 100 sovs. and third 50 sovs. One mile. 

Christopher Robin (Lt./'Col. G. Loder), 8st. 5lb. 

P. Beasley i 

Rear Admiral (Commander F. W. Talbot^ 
Ponsonby), 8st. lolb. H. Beasley 2 

Silver Mount (Mrs. C. Rich), 8st. 5lb. A. Wragg 3 

Also Ran: — Blenheim (The Aga Khan), 9st. 4lb. 
(M. Beary), Diocletian, 9St. ilb. (R. Perryman), Spag*' 
noletto, 8st. lolb. (H. Wragg), Ethics, 8st. 5lb. (car. 
8st. 6lb.) (B. Carslake), Allagash, 8st. 5lb. (car. 8st. 
6lb.) (C. Ray), Buewyn, 8st. 51b. (J. Brennan), 
Golden Dawn, 8st. 51b. (F. Fox), Singapore, 8st. 
51b. (G. Richards), King’s Company, 8st. 5lb. Q. 
Sirett), Last Cast, 8st. 5lb. (C. Elliott), Bullet, 8st. 
51b. (T. Weston), Buland Dar (The Aga Khan), 
8st. 51b. (K. Robertson), Anthurium, 8st. 5lb. (G. 
Bezant), Oromatto, 8st. 5lb. (S. Donoghue), Rock 
Star, 8st. 51b. (R. Dick), Tetrapodos, 8st. 5lb. (L. 
Cordell), Fair Game, 8st. 5lb. (J. Childs), Paren-' 
thesis, 8st. 51b. (W. Heavey). 

Winner trained by Gilpin at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 4 against Christopher Robin, 
8 to I Blenheim, 9 to i Golden Dawn, 10 to i each 
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Anthurium and Spagnoletto, lOO to 7 each Diode/ 
dan, Oronutto, and Tetrapodos, 100 to 6 each 
Allagash, Rear Admiral, and Singapore, 3 3 to i each 
against the others. 

Won by three lengths; half a length separated second 
and third. Rock Star was fourth, and Tetrapodos last. 

Newmarket — May 7 

The Two Thousand Guineas Stakes of 100 sovs. each, 
with 2,000 guineas added; second to receive 10 per 
cent and third 5 per cent of the whole stakes. One 
mile. 

Diolite (Sir H. Hirst), pst. F. Fox i 

Paradine (Mr. W. M. Cazalet), pst. R. Perryman 2 
Silver Flare (Major J. S. Courtauld), pst. 

C. Elliott 3 

Also Ran: — Trews, pst. (R. Dick), Pegasus, pst. (S. 
Wragg), Meistersinger, pst. Q. Leach), Sea Rover, 
pst. (M. Wing), Caerleon, pst. (T. Weston), Poor 
Lad, pst. (H. Wragg), Singapore, pst. (G. Richards), 
Lansdowne, pst. (C. Richards), Casserole, pst. (H. 
Leach), Bargany, pst. (J. Childs), Charger, pst. 
(B. Carslake), Polveraja, pst. (F. Winter), Blen/ 
HEIM (The Aga Khan), pst. (M. Beary), Blue Train, 
pst. (F. Lane), Strongbow, pst. (S. Donoghue), 
Christopher Robin, pst. (P. Beasley), Parthenon, pst. 
(G. Baines), Eyes Front, pst. (R. James), Redeswood, 
pst. (W. Nevett), Seer, pst. (H. JelUss), Tetragem, 
pst. (H. Beasley), Rameses the Second, pst. (C. Ray), 
Pal o* Mine, pst. (J. Taylor), Iliad, pst. (R. Jones), 
King Baldwin, pst. (J. Dines). 

Winner trained by F. Templeman at Lambourn. 
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Starting Prices: — 5 to i :^ainst Caerleon, 10 to i each 
Diolite, Bargany, and Blenheim, 100 to 8 Christo^' 
pher Robin, 100 to 7 each Charger and Strongbow, 
100 to 6 each Seer and Trews, 20 to i Pal o’ Mine, 
25 to I each Silver Flare, Redeswood, and Rameses 
the Second, 28 to i Iliad, 33 to i each Meistersinger, 
Paradine, and Sea Rover, 100 to i each against the 
others. 

Won by two lengths; a length separated second and 
third. Blenheim was fourth, and King Baldwin last. 


Epsom— June 4 

The Derby Stakes of 100 sovs. each, with 3,000 sovs. 
added; owner of second to receive 10 per cent and 
owner of third 5 per cent of the whole stakes; breeder 
of winner to receive 500 sovs. About one mile and a 
half. (Actual value to winner 

Blenheim (The Aga Khan), pst. H. Wragg i 
Iliad (Mr. S. Tattersall), pst. R. Jones 2 

Diolite (Sir H. Hirst), pst. C. Ray 3 

Also Ran: — ^Ballyferis, pst. Q. Canty), Bargany, pst. 
Q. Dines), Dick Swiveller, pst. (F. Fox), Grand 
Salute, pst. (G. Richards), Noble Star, pst. (H. 
Beasley), Parthenon, pst. (£. Goldin), Rustom Pasha 
(The Aga Khan), pst. (M. Beary), Sea Rover, pst. 
(S. Donoghue), Seer, pst. (H. Jelliss), The Scout, 
pst. (J. Childs), Silver Flare, pst. (C. Elliott), The 
Sponger, pst. (R. Perryman),Tetragem,pst.(F. Lane), 
Trews, pst. (R. Dick). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 
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Starting Prices: — ii to 4 against Diolite, 9 to 2 Rustom 
Pasha, 7 to I Silver Flare, 100 to 7 Trews, lOO to 6 
The Scout II, 18 to I Blenheim, 20 to i Ballyferis, 
22 to I each Dick Swiveller and Noble Star, 25 to i 
Iliad, 40 to I Seer, 50 to i each Sea Rover and The 
Sponger, 100 to i each against the others. 

Won by a length; two lengths separated second and 
third. Silver Flare was ^urth, and Parthenon last. 
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THE THREE MUSKETEERS 

D ASTUI^ Firdaussi, Udaipur— it is hard to 
say which of them was the best. Like 
Dumas* famous trio, when they weren’t 
uniting to def^t the common enemy, they 
were out^rivalling one another by capping brilliant 
achievement with yet more brilliant achievement. 

All three were products of the Sheshoon stud in 
Ireland, and owed much of their subsequent fame to 
the sound constitutions that they built up during those 
early days, spent on the short, nutritious grass of the 
Curragh, or in the welWentilated “sun-lrap” boxes 
provided by the care of Colonel Peacocke. I have com/ 
pared their fame with that of Dumas’ characters. Unlike 
the French novelist’s three heroes, however, one of the 
Aga Khan’s heroes was, as the Irishman would say, a 
heroine. Udaipur, by Blandfbrd out of Uganda, was 
a brown filly and a halfsister to Blenheim and Ut 
Majeur. Dastur was a nice level sort of a colt, and very 
well bred, being by Solario out of Friar’s Daughter, 
who was already beginning to show herself to be a 
great brood/mare. She was by Friar Marcus, and his 
daughters are always highly rated at the stud. Firdaussi, 
by Pharos out of Brownhylda, was a big, lusty colt who 
required plenty of work to keep him fit. 

Udaipur did not run at all in 1931, but during that 
year both Dastur and Firdaussi built up considerable 
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reputations for themselves as two/year/olds. Dastur was 
the first to be seen on a racecourse, being sent from What/ 
combe to compete at Epsom in the Hyde Park Stakes 
towards the end of April. 

His chances were completely ignored in the market, 
notwithstanding his breeding, for he was not quoted at 
all, being among the 20 to i “others”. He quickly made 
it clear that he was not to be ignored in this manner in 
the future. Always going well, he overcame the second 
favourite, Waldgrave, a furlong from home, and went 
on to gain the easiest of victories by four lengths — this 
notwithstanding the fact that he had been drawn badly 
at the start. The Tip/Toe filly was third, and Welling/ 
ton, the favourite, fourth. In the previous race to this, 
the City and Suburban, the four/year/old Rustom 
Pasha ran unplaced. 

After witnessing Dastur ’s performance in the Hyde 
Park Stakes, I was of the opinion that he was the best 
two/year/old so far seen out during the season. This 
favourable impression he confirmed on his second 
appearance at Epsom some five or six weeks later. This 
time he was set to run over six furlongs in the Woodcote 
Stakes, his previous test having been over five. His 
reputation had preceded him, and he found himself 
made first favourite at 5 to 4 against. Short Hand was 
second favourite at 100 to 30. The Aga Khan’s colt 
showed that the market had done him no more than 
justice by winning from Short Hand by two lengths, 
Cyperus being third, three/quarters of a length behind. 

Between his first two races Dastur had had an interval 
of over five weeks, but he was now due to run again only 
a fortnight later in the Coventry Stakes at Ascot. His 
most formidable rival was Cockpen, who had won in 
fine style at Newbury the previous week. Cockpen was 
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certain to have recovered from that race, being already 
as big and as well developed as a three^year/old. In 
the betting he was made favourite at 13 to 8, Dastur 
following at 15 to 8. 

The race itself emphasised the superiority of Cockpen 
— as a two/yeat/old. Dastur had every chance, but was 
beaten some way from the finish. In the end he came in 
fourth. It is probable that he had not recovered from his 
last race. At this same Ascot meeting Rustom Pasha, 
who had a most disappointing career as a fbur^year^'cld, 
ran fourth in the Coronation Cup and second, out of 
two, in the Rous Memorial Stakes. 

Firdaussi’s debut was made at the beginning of July. 
Though not so brilliant as that of Dastur, it was suffi/ 
ciently auspicious. Set to run in the Fulbourne Stakes 
at Newmarket, he won by a neck from Philander, Lady 
Trace beit^ third. After the race an objection was made 
to his win on the grounds of crossing, but was over^ 
ruled. 

At the end of the same month Dastur was once again 
due to meet an outstanding two/year^old in the fflly. 
Riot. This filly was, in my opinion, the best of her sex 
yet seen out during the season, and I was not at all sure 
that she was not the best of either sex. She started a firm 
favourite at 6 to 4 on, Dastur, who was giving her three 
pounds, being second in the betting at 3 to i against. 
In a close finish she beat the Aga Khan’s colt by a neck, 
who in his turn beat Sir Troops, to whom he was giving 
ten pounds, by a short head. 

Six weeks later Firdaussi made his second appearance 
on a racecourse, being set to run over six furlongs in the 
Rous Plate at Doncaster. Shortly before he was attacked 
with a fit of coughing, which greatly interfered with his 
training. As already mentioned, he was a colt requiring 
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a lot of work, and as a consequence his chances in the 
race were greatly diminished. He actually ran third to 
Rolling Rock and Hat Guard. This proved to be his 
only defeat as a two/year^old. That it did not represent 
his real form he quickly showed a fortnight later at 
Newbury, when he secured a good win over six furlongs 
from Gavelkind and Ortygia. 

On the following day there occurred a breach in the 
relations between the Aga Khan and Dick Dawson 
which all racegoers regretted. This breach was but the 
culmination of differences of opinion which had existed 
for some time. As a result the Aga Khan withdrew his 
horses from Whatcombe, and sent them to be trained by 
Frank Butters, of Fitzroy House, Newmarket. Thus 
came to an end a great racing association which, during 
ten years, had been attended with the most brilliant 
success. 

It is pleasant to be able to add that a year or two later 
the Aga Khan and Dick Dawson shook hands over the 
whole matter in the manner of true sportsmen, with the 
publication of the following statement: — 

“All differences between H.H. The Aga Khan and 
Mr. R. C. Dawson have been adjusted to the entire 
satisfaction of both parties. In those differences no ques^ 
tion was involved reflecting on Mr. Dawson’s character 
or ability as a trainer, or upon his honesty. Mr. Dawson 
desires to acknowledge that H.H. The Aga Khan has 
dealt with the matter in an absolutely fair nunner.’* 

In Frank Butters the Aga Khan had secured a worthy 
successor to Dick Dawson. From his earliest days Frank 
Butters had been engaged in the business of training 
thoroughbreds. Born near Vienna, he had been sent to 
England for his education, and had then returned to 
assist his father at his establishment in Austria. On his 
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Other's return to England he remained on, and was so 
successful that during this part of his career he won 
practically every big race, and often headed the list of 
winning trainers. After the War he went to Italy and 
trained for private owners, and in 1922 was appointed 
trainer to the Raza Bellotta stud, one of the largest studs 
in Italy. 

In 1926 we find him taking over the Stanley House 
horses at Newmarket ftom George Lambton, who, 
however, continued to be associated with the stable as 
manager. He thus became trainer of Lord Derby’s horses. 
Some years later Lord Derby, for reasons of economy, 
was obliged to dispense with his services. George 
Lambton then once again took charge of Stanley House 
as trainer, and Frank Butters set up on his own as a 
public trainer at Fitzroy House. At the end of September 
1931 the Aga Khan, as already mentioned, sent his 
horses to him, and Frank Butters has remained his 
trainer ever since. “I had gone racing a lot on the 
Continent,” says the Aga Khan, “and knew Butters’s 
reputation well in Germany, Austria, and Italy. I knew 
the pre/eminence and honesty of Butters.” 

Four days after the Aga Khan had sent his horses to 
Frank Butters, Dastur was set to run over five furlongs 
in the Hopeful Stakes at Newmarket. This was his last 
race of the season. Holmwood and Orta were made 
joint favourites in the market at 9 to 4, Dastur following 
at 4 to I. This proved to be a fairly accurate forecast of 
the result, for Orta won by a head from Holmwood, 
Dastur being third, a length away. 

The Aga Khan’s colt had thus appeared on a race/’ 
course five times as a two/year/’old, his record being two 
wins straight off the reel, followed by a fourth, a second, 
and a third. Though after a fine beginning his subsequent 
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running had been something of an anti^climax, never." 
theless his performances were sound enough, particularly 
in view of his breedii^, to justify the highest hopes as to 
his future as a three/year/old. In point of fact he more 
than exceeded these hopes, for there have been few more 
brilliantly consistent careers than that of Dastur. 

Firdaussi’s last appearance of the season was also at 
Newmarket, where, at the end of October, he was set 
to run over the long distance, for a two^year/old, of seven 
furlongs, in the Dewhurst Stakes. Trained by Frank 
Butters, he secured a good win from Short Hand, who 
had run second to Dastur in the Woodcote Stakes, and 
Corolario. Two races before the Dewhurst Stakes, the 
four^year^old Ut Majeur had run second in the important 
and very valuable Jockey Club Stakes. 

Though Firdaussi had commenced his career on the 
racecourse considerably later than Dastur, not appearing 
till July, his last race was run a month after the other had 
retired for the winter. As a consequence he made four 
appearances to Dastur’s five, and his record included 
three firsts and a third. Had he not been attacked with 
that fit of coughing in September, he might well have 
swept the board. 

Nevertheless his three victories and Dastur’s two helped 
very considerably towards placing the Aga Khan ffih 
in the list of Leading Owners. This was not one of their 
owner’s outstanding seasons, being in the ruture of a 
hiatus between that of Blenheim and Rustom Pasha, 
and the year that was to come. Indeed, some might con/ 
sider the coming year the greatest season that the Aga 
Khan has ever experienced, if only because it included 
one of the most amazing victories in the annals of the 
Turf. 

When making his Free Handicap for two/year/olds, 
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Mr. Fawcett, who had succeeded Mr. Dawkins as 
official handicapper to the Jockey Club, rated Firdaussi 
plb. better than Dastur. This order was to be reversed 
at the end of the coming season, but in the meanwhile 
Firdaussi entered upon 1932 with the bigger reputation 
as a two^year/’old behind him. 

His first race was the Greenham Plate, run at the 
beginning of April over a mile at Newbury. The oppo/ 
sition was formidable in the extreme, for it included the 
speedy colt Orwell. Orwell had been beaten at Epsom 
in his first race as a two/year<'old, but on that occasion 
was found to be slightly lame when he came in. Since 
then he had won every race for which he had been 
entered with the greatest of ease, and in the manner of a 
very good colt. As a consequence Mr. Fawcett had 
placed him, with Mannamead, at the head of his Free 
Handicap. 

Orwell and Firdaussi started at level weights, each 
being given pst. 41b. to carry. Ridden by Beary, the Aga 
Khan’s colt came in third, a length behind the other, 
Tolvadden separating the pair. There was, I remember, 
after this race much difference of opinion as to whether 
Orwell had won with many pounds in hand or by as 
much as he could. Also, many good judges of a horse 
believed that he could not have stayed further than the 
mile over which the race was run. My own impression 
was that he had won without being ridden all out. 
However, these early doubts as to his stamina are of 
interest, in view of his later performances against the 
leading members of the Aga Khan’s string over the 
mile of the Two Thousand Guineas, and the longer 
distances of the Derby and St. L^er. 

The two other “Musketeers” made their first appear/ 
ance of the season a finv days later at Newmarket. The 
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brown filly Udaipur, makii^ her debut, ran second to 
Straniero over the seven furlongs of the Maiden Stakes, 
beii^ beaten three lengths. The race, however, was for 
her mainly in the nature of a preliminary canter, in order 
to give her experience of the racecourse before the One 
Thousand Guineas, due to be run in a fortnight’s dme. 

Two days later Dastur was set to meet a big field of 
nineteen starters in the Free Handicap Sweepstakes, his 
most dangerous rival being Ada Dear. Since being put 
into training he had done extremely well, and came to 
Newmarket with the reputation of being the best of the 
Aga Khan’s three/year^olds. He was made favourite at 
100 to 30 against, Ada Dear following him closely in 
the market at 9 to 2. 

After three furlongs the filly had the misfortune to be 
knocked over, the accident interfering with Dastur, who 
lost several lengths. Nevertheless he went out resolutely 
to catch the leaders. In the Dip, Rolling Rock was in 
front, chased by Wyvern, with the Aga Khan’s colt 
gradually improving his position. Halfrway up the hill 
Dastur was going very fast, had caught Wyvern, and 
was quickly closing up on Rolling Rock. For a moment 
it seemed that he would succeed in getting to him, but 
he just had not the time, being beaten by three<^quarters 
of a length. Wyvern was third, a neck behind. After 
this showing I was of the firm opinion that Dastur would 
beat all those who had taken part in the race if he met 
them again in the Two Thousand Guineas. 

At the “Guineas” Meeting at Newmarket, the Aga 
Khan was represented by Dastur in the Two Thousand 
and by Udaipur in the One Thousand. Firdaussi un<' 
fonunately had a return of his old trouble, a cough 
keeping him out of the Meeting. Among Dastur’s 
opponents were Orwell, who had beaten Firdaussi at 
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Newbury, and Rolling Rock and Wyvcrn, respectively 
first and third in the Free Handicap Sweepstakes, in 
which Dastur had run second. In my opinion the Aga 
Khan’s colt would have won that race had he not been 
interiaed with at the time Ada Dear was knocked over. 

The result of the first of the season’s Classics substan^ 
dated this opinion. Dastur was fourth in the betdng at 
10 to I, Rollit^ Rock being fifth and Wyvern seventh. 
Orwell was made favourite at evens. The only doubt 
about him was whether a colt gifted with such except 
dotul speed would also be able to stay. It is interesdng 
to note that this colt was by Gainsborough, and Dastur 
by Solario, the best of Gainsborough’s sons. The least 
fancied animal in the race was a certain April the Fifth, 
owned by Mr. Tom Walls, the film and stage actor. 

The field of eleven got away to a good start, and after 
two furlongs appeared to be led by Dastur and Miracle. 
Of this, however, I could not be absolutely sure, the 
runners beit^ so far down the straight course from where 
I was. At the Bushes the Aga Khan’s colt was definitely 
in fiont. Miracle beginning to filter shortly after this. 
Beary was deliberately driving Dastur into the lead thus 
far fi:om home, in order to test Orwell’s stamina to the 
utmost, this being considered the favourite’s one weak 
point. At the Dip he was still galloping strongly. Here 
Beary glanced across the course to where Orwell was 
racing easily in the middle of the field, and realised that 
he was the only horse left whom he had to beat. For a 
moment he thought that he would do it. Then suddenly 
the favourite came through an opening between two 
horses on the Stands side of the course, and the race was 
over. He strode up the hill after Dastur and was past 
him in a flash, the Aga Khan’s colt beginning to roll 
in the last hundred yards. The final result was that 
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Dastur came in second two lengths behind Orwell and 
a length and a half in front of Hesperus, who was third. 
Wyvern and Rolling Rock ran unplaced, the former 
being fourth. 

Although Dastur had suffered the same fate as Fir^ 
daussi and been beaten fairly and squarely by Orwell, 
there was much in his performance to be admired. He 
had avenged his defeat by Rolling Rock in the Free 
Handicap. He had run second in the first of the three 
great Classics, showing himself at the moment to be the 
best three/year/old but one in training. Udaipur, how^ 
ever, was not so successful, running seventh to Kandy in 
the One Thousand Guineas. 

Before the great meeting at Epsom in which the 
Derby and the Oaks are run, Firdaussi, recovered firoin 
his fit of coughing, was given an outing at Lingfield in 
the Derby Trial Sweepstakes. Here he was due to meet 
April the Fifth. Since running unplaced in the Two 
Thousand Guineas, Mr. Tom Walls’s colt had won a 
maiden race at Gatwick in a canter. He repeated this 
victory by another over the Aga Khan’s colt, but this 
result had to be largely discounted by the fact that 
Firdaussi’s training had been interfered with. 

After seeing Orwell’s decisive win in the Two 
Thousand Guineas I had no doubt at all that he would 
stay the Derby course, and should therefore win, although 
it was a fact that in recent years the Derby had seldom 
been won by a colt who as a two^year^old was at the 
top of the Free Handicap. There was complete faith in 
the colt’s stamina at Manton, where in a final gallop he 
had finished a very long way in front of Spenser, who 
had been placed fifth in the Two Thousand. 

Nevertheless the owners and trainers of many of the 
horses who had finished behind Orwell during the 
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season believed that their charges might beat him at 
Epsom. They considered that so speedy a colt would 
not stay the mile and a half. Among these owners was 
the Aga Khan, who was being represented by both 
Dastur and Firdaussi. Udaipur was reserved for the 
Oaks. 

Beary, the stable jockey, called upon to select his 
mount for the Derby, chose Dastur, Firdaussi not yet 
having completely recovered from the effects of his cough 
in the spring. Beary galloped Dastur at Newmarket the 
full distance against Udaipur and Taj ud Din, and no 
horse could have gone in nicer style. As for April the 
Fifth, he had done well since the Two Thousand, but 
on form appeared to have no chance against Orwell, 
though he might succeed in being placed. 

The conditions for the race were almost ideal, the sun 
shining continuously. The visibility, however, was 
indifferent, a thick haze over the course making it 
difficult to distinguish colours. Although there had 
been recent rain in the district the going was perfect, for 
the Epsom Downs drain very quickly, and the course, 
not as it was a fm years before, was now admirably kept. 
It used to be a disgrace by reason of its neglect. The 
thousands of visitors who come to look at the stands and 
the turf before Derby day used to wander about on the 
racecourse itself, leaving papers and bottles behind them. 
It was stated by the audiorities that they could not be 
kept off, and legally this may have been conect, but as 
soon as the visitors were told what harm they were doing 
they regained Eom their bad behaviour. To-day no tun 
receives more tender guarding. 

As was expected, Orwell was made favourite in the 
market on the race, odds of 5 to 4 being offned against 
him. He was followed by Cockpen and Miracle, with 
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April the Fifth fifth at loo to 6, Dastur sixth at i 8 to i, 
and Firdaussi eighth at 22 to i. 

There was a long delay until the field had gone 
through the Paddock and down the Dip and up the 
hill to the start. Once there Captain Allison, who always 
states that it is the jockeys and not himself who enable 
him to make such good starts, sent them away perfeedy. 
Cockpen was the first to show in front, but he soon 
dropped back and gave way to Portofino, who was still 
in front coming down the hill into the Straight. Behind 
him came Dastur, who had had a free run all the way 
round, never meeting with any interference. Miracle 
occupied third place, while Orwell was well enough 
placed to win if he were good enough. Firdaussi, ridden 
by Steve Donoghue, had been going well hitherto, but 
he came down the descent to Tattenham Corner in 
awkward fashion. “He propped to such an extent that 
his stride became very short,” says Donoghue. 

Soon after the Straight was reached Portofino was 
beaten, and Dastur took the lead, followed by Miracle. 
Everything now depended on Dastur, for Firdaussi, 
though running by no means badly, obviously had no 
chance. Orwell was still well placed, and halfway along 
the Straight he made his challenge. For a moment it 
seemed that he would draw away to win easily, as he 
had done in the Two Thousand Guineas. Then it was 
seen that Jones, his jockey, was taking his whip to him. 
There was no response, and Orwell fell back beaten by 
the mile and a half over which the race was run. 

Only a very small proportion ofthe vast crowds, which 
stretched away into the distance in every direction, could 
have seen anything of the thrilling struggle which now 
developed between Dastur and Miracle. But they seemed 
for the most part content to pick up the gist of what was 
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goii^ on from the ejaculations of the more fortunately 
placed. Dastur, plugging along widi his short, sharp 
steps, was still leading Miracle by two lengths, but his 
long/sttiding opponent was rapidly closii^ the gap. 
Nevertheless the finish was now so near that Bory b^an 
to feel confident that he would win, when suddenly a 
complete change came over the race. April the Fifm, 
who had always been well placed, came with a rush, 
and in another moment had sailed past the two leaders, 
going on to gain a splendid victory by three/quarters 
of a length. Dastur staved off Miracle’s challenge loi^ 
enough to secure second place by a short head. Royal 
Dancer was fourth, and Firdaussi next. 

April the Fifth, by Craig an Eran out of Sold Again, 
was bought by Mr. Tom Walls from his breeder, Mr. 
S. McGregor, for ^ 200 , Mr. Walls had been an owner 
and trainer for many years. A short time before he had 
been ill and had been obliged to take a trip abroad. On 
his return his doctor told him that he could not con^ 
tinue as a public trainer, as well as acting on the stage 
and the screen. He therefore gave up public training, 
but kept a few horses of his own in his yard. Among 
them was April the Fifth, so named because his breeder 
was born on that day. 

As for Dastur, he had run a great race, and had shown 
himself to be so fat the most consistent three/year^old in 
training. With the exception of Orwell, he had beaten 
the best of his age, including April the Fifth, over the 
mile of the Two Thousand Guineas. With the exception 
of April the Fifth, he had beaten the best of his age, 
including Orwell, over the mile and a half of the 
Derby. The glory of being a Classic winner had been 
hitherto denied him, but the moral victory was his. 

Two days later Udaipur came out to represent the Aga 
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Khan in the Oaks, Michael Beaty beii^ as usual in the 
saddle. There was no delay at the start, the field being 
sent away in a line. The three leading fillies coming 
round Tattenham Corner were Giudecca, the favourite 
Will o’ the Wisp, and Ada Dear, who had been 
knocked over in the Free Handicap. At this point Udai^* 
pur was rapidly improving her position. Hal&way down 
the Straight Ada Dear began to falter, as, a moment 
later, did Giudecca. Will o’ the Wisp immediately drew 
away in firont, followed by Udaipur. The latter stayed 
on the better of the two, and at the distance had the race 
won. The actual verdict was two lengths in favour of 
the Aga Khan’s filly. Will o’ the Wisp was second, and 
Giudecca third. 

Unplaced over the mile of the One Thousand 
Guineas, Udaipur had won the Oaks because she was 
the best stayer in the field. By this win she had the 
distinction of being the first to carry the Aga Khan’s 
colours to victory in the Oaks. Incidentally it was also 
the first time that Michael Beary had ridden a Classic 
winner for his chief employer. Two years before he had 
elected to ride Rustom Pasha in the Derby, only to 
suf&r the mortification of seeing another jockey win on 
Blenheim. Incidentally, later that same season he chose 
Ut Majeur as his mount for the St. Leger, only to have 
Rustom Pasha placed in front of him. Such are the 
penalties of serving a great stable, where there are 
generally two or three of that small group of thorough^ 
breds which every year mark themselves out as being in 
a class by themselves! 

Of this class were Dastur, Firdaussi and Udaipur. It 
is worth pausing for a moment to examine their records 
at this point in the season. Dastur had shown himself to 
be so far the outstanding member of the trio. As a two/ 
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year/old he had immediately shown himself as a colt to 
be reckoned with by his astonishingly easy victory in the 
Hyde Park Stakes at Epsom. This success he had re^ 
peated in the Woodcote Stakes. Thereafter he did not 
quite maintain his earlier form, securing a fourth, a 
second and a third respectively in his remaining races. 
As a three^year/old his form had been consistently fine. 
After running second in the Free Handicap, a race 
which he would have won had he not been interfered 
with, he proceeded to show himself to be a horse of the 
absolutely highest class over both a mile and a mile 
and a half, by running second in the first two Classics 
of the season which are open to both colts and fillies. 

Udaipur owed her reputation mainly to her great 
victory in the Oaks. As a two^year-^old she never 
appeared on a racecourse. Then, on her first appearance 
she ran second in the Maiden Stakes at Newmarket, 
decided over seven furlongs. A little over two weeks 
later, in the second race of her career, she was called upon 
to meet the best fillies of her age in the One Thousand 
Guineas. The task proved too great for her, and, ridden 
by Donoghue, she came in seventh. But the race had 
brought her on, and when she came to Epsom at the 
beginning of June she was fighting fit. Moreover the mile 
and a half of the Oaks allowed her to make full play 
with her great stamina, and her victory in that Classic 
was not merely the crowning achievement of her career 
but the precursor of other fine victories. 

Firdaussi’s early career as a three<'year/old was 
chequered by misfortune. As a two/year/old he had 
carried every race before him, save for the Rous Plate at 
Doncaster, when a fit of coughing had much interfered 
with his training. This record is the more remarkable in 
that Frank Butters says that the colt suffered from leg 
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trouble ever since he first came over &om Ireland. 
Thanks to his consistent runnit^, Firdaussi approached 
the following season rated plb. better than Dastur. His 
first appearance as a three/year/old was in the Greenham 
Plate at Newbury, when he ran third to Orwell. Soon 
after this he was once again attacked with a cough, and 
as a consequence missed the Two Thousand Guineas. 
Even by the time the Derby came round a couple of 
months later he had not fully recovered. Nevertheless his 
running at this time was by no means bad, and he was 
second to April the Fifth in the Derby Trial Stakes and 
fifth at Epsom itself. The result of his illness was that 
his reputation was built up during the latter part of the 
season. Indeed he did not fully get into his stride until 
the end of July. But when he did it was to such purpose 
that, by the end of the season, his name was as famous as 
that of Dastur. 

It was, then, with this great team of three that the Aga 
Khan approached the St. Leger, the last of the season’s 
Classics, and destined to be one of the most amazing 
af&irs in the history of the Turf. In the meanwhile the 
members of the team were due to appear individually in 
a number of high/class races, and always with a growing 
catalogue of success. 

At Royal Ascot Dastur was entered for the King 
Edward VII Stakes, Firdaussi for the Hardwicke Stakes 
and Udaipur for the Coronation Stakes. Udaipur was 
the first to make her appearance. The Coronation Stakes 
is one of the richest events of the meeting, and the most 
important for fillies outside of the One Thousand 
Guineas and the Oaks. Udaipur had failed to gain a 
place over the mile of the former Classic, but her great 
stamina had brought her success over the mile and a 
half of the Oaks. The Coronation Stakes is decided 
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over a mile, and I thought that this distance might be 
too sharp and short for her. 

She was called upon to meet for the second time two 
notable opponents whom she had defeated in the Oaks. 
One of these was Ada Dear, and the other Will o* the 
Wisp. Shortly after the start Ada Dear was in front. 
She made the running for about a furlor^, and then 
gave way to Will o* the Wisp and Pennycross. Udaipur 
was well enough placed to win if she were good enough. 
As the field entered the Straight the two leaders remained 
the same, but shortly afterwards Will o’ the Wisp fell 
back beaten. It now seemed that Pennycross and Ada 
Dear were going to fight out an exciting finish. Then 
suddenly Udaipur came along with a beautiful run, and 
went past them with the greatest of ease to win with any 
amount of weight in hand. The actual distance was 
three lengths, with Pennycross second and Ada Dear 
third. I was very much impressed with the manner of 
her victory. Indeed, I find on looking through my news-' 
paper files that I wrote after the race, ’’The time may 
come in the autumn when she will show herself to be 
the best thrce^year^old in the country, colts included”. 

The following race, the King Edward VII Stakes, 
was won by Dastur with almost equal ease, thus com^ 
pleting a good double for the Aga I^an, Frank Butters, 
and Michael Beary. Dastur started an odds^on favourite 
at 9 to 4, Bucentaur being second favourite at 15 to a 
against, and Wisborough following at 10 to i. Halfway 
up the Straight to the winningz-post Wisborough was 
in the lead. Then the Aga Khan’s colt, who had been 
held back in reserve for a final dash, was sent after him, 
and after a brief struggle beat him by a length. Sankate 
was third, three lei^hs behind the second. Dastur had 
beaten nothing of importance, but he could not have 
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done what he had to do in better style. Firdaussi had not 
yet entered upon his winnii^ streak, for two days later 
he ran fourth in the Hardwicke Stakes. 

At the end of June Dastur made a return to the scene 
of his youth, for he was sent across to Ireland to run at 
the Curragh in the Irish Derby. Among his opponents 
was Lindley, the winner of the Irish Guineas. Lindley, 
however, was known to have been troubled by the hard 
ground on which he had completed his training, and it 
was to Hill Song, who was made second favourite at 
4 to I against, that the crowd looked to resist the 
“foreign” challenge. Dastur was favourite at 7 to 4 on. 

The Aga Khan’s colt won, as expected, but fat from 
easily. About three furlongs from home he was badly 
hampered by a swerving horse, which lost him a couple 
of lengths. Nevertheless he hung on to Hill Song, who 
was leading as they entered the Straight. A furlong from 
the finish Dastur, racing along the rails, was half a 
length behind. Inch by inch he drew up, and had his 
head in hont as the winning-post was passed. Trapper 
was third, two lengths behind Hill Song. The winner’s 
time constituted a new record. 

In the middle of July, Firdaussi was sent to Sandown 
Park to run in the great Eclipse Stakes, worth on this 
occasion over eleven thousand pounds. Most notable of 
his rivals were Miracle, who had run third in the Derby, 
and the favourite Goyescas. Over the mile and a quarter 
of the race Miracle won with great ease j&om the favourite 
by three lengths, with the Aga Khan’s colt two more 
lengths away, third. 

At the end of the same month, however, Firdaussi’s 
luck at last took a chaise for the better. This was at 
Goodwood in the Gordon Stakes, worth, by way of 
contrast, £7S>o to the winner. The distance was a mile 
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and a half and the colt, showing good form, came in 
first, two lengths in front of Beau/Frere. Wisborough, 
whom Dastur had beaten easily at Ascot, was third. 
This might not have been a very important win in itself 
for Firdaussi, but it marked the beginning of a great 
period. 

Two days before, at the same meeting, Dastur, set to 
run in the Sussex Stakes, added yet another to his 
growing list of easy victories. With Dickens in the 
saddle, he had done a very nice gallop against Slipper, 
Perfect Night, and Largition at Newmarket the previous 
Saturday. He came down to the start, at Goodwood, a 
strong favourite at 15 to 8 on, his only opponent being 
Mr. A. de Rothschild’s Pollux. Without ever being 
out of a canter he won by four lengths. 

Udaipur also had another good win at Hurst Park in 
the Richemont Stakes, during the latter part of Augdst, 
coming in three lengths ahead of Lichen, with Royal 
Progeny third. Firdaussi continued his winning streak 
with a viaory, four days later, in the Duke ofYork Plate 
at York, in which he beat Colorado Kid by a length and 
a half. Thus the “Three Musketeers’’ approached the 
St. Leger, due to be run rather more than a fortnight 
later, at the very top of their form. So confident, indeed, 
did Frank Butters feel about their chances, that he was 
telling his friends before the race that it would not at all 
surprise him if three of the fbur horses which the Aga 
Khan had entered were leading the field at the end of the 
race. The fourth horse was Taj Kasra. 

These chances were further improved by the misfortunes 
which attended and interfered with the training of two 
of their most notable rivals. During the first week of July 
April the Fifth, the Derby winner, hit himself below the 
knee. The leg filled and gave cause for anxiety to those 
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at Mr. Al&ed Day’s stable, near Arundel, whither Mr. 
Tom Walls had sent his horses from Epsom to give 
them the benefit of the change of air and surroundings. 
Towards the end of the same month April the Fifth 
again hit himself in the same place. As Arundel is only 
a few miles from Selsey, on the Ei^lish Channel, he 
was sent there for a course of sea bathing. This treatment 
appeared to have the desired effect, but naturally his 
work had been seriously interfered with. But this was 
not the end of the tale of misfortune. Scarcely more than 
a week before the St. Leger he was found to be sore 
after a training gallop on Goodwood racecourse. Mr. 
Walls must have despaired at this time, but he finally 
decided to ask the colt to run. 

Mr. Singer’s colt Orwell, the winner of the Two 
Thousand Guineas, also gave his owner some anxious 
moments. While at exercise on the morning of the race 
he was moving far from well. He appeared to be suffering 
from stiffness in some of his muscles. This stiffness was 
attributed to rheumatism. As a consequence Lawson 
brought the same owner’s colt Leighon from Manton. 
Although Leighon seemed to have no sort of a chance 
of winning, it was decided to saddle him in view of the 
doubt about Orwell. 

Orwell went down to the start first favourite at 4 to i 
against. Both in the paddock durit^ the parade, and in 
the canter down to the start, he looked fit and well, 
movii^ without any sign of stiffness whatever. It was 
my view at the time that his brilliant speed, both as a 
two/year^old and a three-'year/old, suggested strongly 
that he was not a genuine stayer, a view partly confirmed 
by his failure in the Derby. But I could not but remem/ 
ber that Salmon Trout, a former winner of this Classic, 
had been a colt whose stamina was open to doubt. 
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Of the Aga Khan’s horses, I liked best the looks of 
Udaipur, of whom I had fi>rmed such a high opinion 
after her victory in the Oaks. The Aga Khan believed, 
as did the great majority of people, that if he were 
destined to win it would be with Dastur or Udaipur. 
Dastur shared second place with Violator in the betting 
at 6 to I, and Udaipur followed at 9 to i. Going on 
Epsom form, I was of the opinion, at the time, that 
Dastur had the beating of Orwell. Nevertheless I did not 
expect him to win, for his running, though sound and 
consistent, did not appear to me to be quite good enough 
to carry off such a race as the St. L^er. I was more 
inclined to fancy the prospects of Udaipur. Michael 
Beary, called upon to choose his mount, wavered 
between Dastur and Udaipur, but finally decided to 
take his chance on the former. Dastur, therefore, carried 
the Aga Khan’s first colours, and Udaipur, for whom 
H. Wragg was engaged as jockey, the second. 

As for Firdaussi, after a brilliant career as a two^'year^ 
old, during which he won three races out of four, and 
would probably have won the fourth had he not been 
attacked with a fit of coughing, he had had a somewhat 
disappointing time as a three/year^old. It was true that 
his luck seemed to have changed, and he had been 
victorious in his last two races, but they were neither of 
them wins against opponents of the highest class. As a 
consequence he carried only the third colours. Fox 
being given the mount on him. 

There were the usual vast crowds assembled on 
Doncaster Town Moor for the race, which was run 
under ideal conditions. The going was really good, the 
light clear, and the weather neither too hot nor too cold. 

There was no loi^ delay at the start, which was a 
good one, it being Leighon’s own fault that he began 
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slowly and was quickly several lengths behind the 
leaders. The first to show in fi:ont was Will o* the Wisp, 
who had run second to Udaipur in the Oaks, and whose 
mission it was to ensure that the race was run at a good 
pace for the benefit of Violator, who had been bracketed 
second favourite with Dastur. Three furlongs from the 
finish, however, April the Fifth, Orwell, Loanii^dale, 
Dastur and Silvermere were the most prominent. At 
that moment I thought that either April the Fifth or 
Orwell would be the winner, but shortly afterwards 
Mr. Tom Walls’s colt began to experience the effects of 
the many interruptions his training had suffered, and he 
fell back, beaten for want of condition. About a furlong 
and a half from the winning/post Orwell also followed 
him into retirement. On his past form, as revealed in the 
Two Thousand Guineas and the Derby, I should say 
that he was almost certainly beaten for lack of staying 
power. The stiffness, however, which had been apparent 
on the morning of the St. Leger may have contributed 
to his defeat. Three weeks later, after winnit^ the Great 
Foal Stakes at Newmarket, he was found to be very 
lame in his near fore leg, and obviously suffering great 
pain. The following day the trouble was found to be 
seated in his knee, and it was some days before he could 
be got back to Manton. It may have been that the slight 
stif&ess which he had manifested from time to time in 
the past, and which had been attributed to rheumatism, 
was in reality an early symptom of this deeper rooted and 
mote serious trouble. 

No sooner had April the Fifth and Orwell fallen back 
beaten than Dastur came to the fore and took up the 
running. He was quickly joined by Firdaussi, perfectly 
ridden by Fox. Next came Silvermere, with Udaipur, 
notwithstanding the fact that she had not got a clear tun 
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in the Straight, closing up £ist. Behind came the Aga 
Khan's fourth candidate, Taj Kasra, and the stage 
seemed to be set for one of the most amazing finishes in 
the history of the Turf. 

The crowd gasped at the astonishing and exhilarating 
spectacle provided by the fi)ur runners, all carrying, 
apart from different hued caps, the same colours, and 
among whom Silvermere appeared as a mere interloper, 
as they thundered down to the winning-'post. Would 
Dastur or Firdaussi prove to be the ultimate winner? 
Would Frank Butters’s bold expectation, that three of 
the four candidates for whom he was responsible would 
be found to be leading at the winning/post, be borne out? 

Firdaussi provided the answer to the first question 
about a hundred yards from the finish. Coming with a 
fine run he headed Dastur, and went on to win by a 
neck. As for the second question, for a thrilling moment 
it appeared likely to be answered in the affirmative. 
Udaipur began to challenge Silvermere, who had never 
been out of the first three. But the latter just staved off the 
challenge to secure third place, four lengths behind 
Dastur. Taj Kasra was fifth. 

By this fine win Firdaussi recovered something of the 
great reputation that he enjoyed after his career as a two*' 
year/old, when he was rated in the Free Handicap as 
being plb. better than Dastur. On his showing in the 
St. L^ger he was nothing like that much better than his 
stable companion. Probably not more than a pound or 
two separated the pair over a mile and a half. Firdaussi 
possessed slightly the superior stamina. As there was a 
doubt about Dastur’s ability to last the course comfort/ 
ably, Beary had ridden a waiting race on him in order 
to conserve his speed for the final dash. 

One cannot but pause to admire the wonderfully 
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consistent and game tunning of Dastur against the best 
horses of his age, and at the same time to commiserate 
the manner in which victory in a Classic had always 
just eluded him. Second in the Two Thousand 
Guineas; second in the Derby; second in the St. Leger 
— ^what a record of munificent failure! He had in turn 
defeated all the most famous horses of his age and had 
proved himself to be one of the greatest horses who never 
won a Classic. Michael Beary, who had once again had 
the misfortune of seeing a stable companion finish in 
front of him, refused to think of anything but Dastur’s 
ill/luck. “The one thing that I am sorry for is Dastur,” 
he is reported to have said after the race. “I have never 
ridden a gamer horse in my life.” 

As for Udaipur, Wra^ thought that she had a good 
chance of winning until Firdaussi went past her. She 
perhaps just lacked the necessary finishing speed, but I 
also thought, as I said before, that she suited a certain 
amount of interference in the Straight, Wragg appearing 
to try for an impossible opening. 

Only three weeks later Firdaussi was due to make his 
last appearance of the season on a racecourse. This was 
in the important and valuable Jockey Club Stakes, run 
at Newmarket over a mile and three^^quarters. The race 
promised to provide a really searching test of the colt’s 
stamina, both because it came so soon after he had under^ 
gone the great physical strain involved in winning his 
recent great victory, and because the opposition was for/ 
midable. This opposition included Sandwich, winner 
of the previous year’s St. Leger, and Gainslaw, who 
had been a long way behind Firdaussi in the St. Leger, 
but was now meeting him on lylb. better terms, 
carrying, indeed, bottom weight. 

Almost immediately after the start, Gainslaw was 
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taken to the front, and was still there when the field 
came on to the Flat. He was followed by Leighon, with 
Firdaussi and Sandwich not far behind. Soon after 
passing the Bushes, Firdaussi had joined Gainslaw in 
the lead, and coming out of the Dip seemed certain to 
win. But the latter, with his big advantage in the weights, 
hung on, and in the end the Aga Khan’s colt won by 
only a neck. 

After the race, Lowry, Gainslaw’s jockey, objected 
to Firdaussi for squeezing, but the objection was over^ 
ruled. In any case I am quite convinced that the better 
horse won. By this second great triumph, Firdaussi 
showed clearly that he was the best three/year^'old at that 
moment in training. Credit was also due to his fine 
trainer, Frank Butters, for the munificent condition in 
which he had brought him to the starting-gate, and to 
Michael Beary, who rode a beautiful race. 

On Tuesday, Oaober ii, nearly a fonnight later, 
Udaipur and Dastur made their next appearance on a 
racecourse in, respectively, the Newmarket Oaks and 
the Champion Stakes, both run at Newmarket. In a 
gallop the previous Saturday with T aj Kasra and Slipper, 
Dastur had finished very strongly, while Udaipur 
showed that she had lost none of her form since she ran 
in the St. Leger. 

The Aga Khan’s filly started a firm favourite at 6 to i 
on for the Newmarket Oaks, which quickly resolved 
itself into a duel between her and the French-bred and 
French-trained filly Thalna, by that great stayer Ramus 
out of Merry Polly. Udaipur was giving her rival I9lb. 
As soon as the field reached the Bushes Udaipur drew 
away in front, and was going so easily and well that it 
seemed certain that she must win. Indeed, so impreg- 
nable did her position seem, that Beary sat up on her and 
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looked round at his opponents, a sin for which any 
apprentice would be properly punished by his master. 

Probably he saw no danger, but halfway up the hill 
to the winning/post a very real danger arose. Udaipur 
suddenly began to change her legs and stop. Oonoghue, 
Thalna’s jockey, immediately saw his chance. He at 
once went after the Aga Khan’s filly, and being on a 
genuine stayer, and having a great advantage in the 
weights, he began to gain slowly but surely. This gain 
became more and more rapid over the last hundred 
yards, but Udaipur struggled on gamely, and passed the 
winning-post a neck in front. 

For the Champion Stakes, run later in the afternoon, 
Dastur started second favourite at 9 to 4. His most 
formidable rival was Cameronian, probably the best 
middle-distance three-year-old of the previous season. 
Cameronian was made favourite at ii to 10. The 
struggle between these two promised to be most interest- 
ing, for Dastur had shown himself to be about the best 
of the middle-distance runners of his own age in training. 

Shell Transport made the running until coming down 
Bushes Hill. Then Richards sent Cameronian out into 
the lead. Dastur also quickly drew away from the rest of 
the field, but was never able to make any impression on 
the favourite, who won with four lengths in hand. The 
Aga Khan’s colt finally came in three lengths in firont 
of the third. Hill Cat. This race was Dastur’s last public 
appearance of the season. 

Udaipur ran once more before retiring for the year. 
This was at Sandown in the Atalanta Stakes, confined 
to three-year-old fillies, and run over ten furlongs. She 
was not seen at her best, and could come in only fourth 
to Speckle, Ada Dear, and Fortune Lady. However, 
when she retired to Sheshoon Stud, The Curragh, at the 
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end of the season, it was as the winner of four races 
worth over fifteen thousand pounds in stake money. 

As for Dastur and Firdaussi, they each reappeared on 
the racecourse the following year with distinction. At 
the end of 1932 there was litde to choose between them. 
Dastur had to his credit somewhat under seven thousand 
five hundred pounds in stake money, and Firdaussi 
somewhat under seventeen thousand, five hundred, ex^ 
elusive of that won as two/year-'olds during 1931. The 
least little bit of luck in one of the three Classics in which 
he was second would have given Dastur a total in stake 
money more consonant with his brilliantly consistent 
running. Of the eight races in which he had taken part, 
he had won three and been second in each of the others. 
Firdaussi, after a rather disappointing time during the 
early part of the season, had finished up with four 
consecutive wins. 

Though, on his running in the St. Leger, Firdaussi 
probably just had the beating of Dastur over a mile and 
a half, Mr. Fawcett, the handicapper to the Jockey Club, 
when drawing up his Three-'Year-'Cld Free Handicap, 
took the view that Dastur would be able to turn the 
tables on his stable companion over ten furlongs. He 
makes him concede the latter alb. over this distance. 

As a result of the brilliant achievements of the Three 
Musketeers, the Aga Khan ibund himself at the head 
of the hst of Leading Owners for the fourth time, his 
total of £,S 7 t 77 ^ being considerably more than three 
times that of Lord Rosebery, who occupied second place. 
He was also Leading Breeder for the year and, thanks to 
Dastur’s victory in the Irish Derby, Leading Owner in 
Ireland. But, above all, he had to his credit the un/ 
paralleled distinction of having been the owner of four 
of the first five horses in the St. Leger. 
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Mr. J. A. Dewar 

Winners 

10 

Races 

Won 

15 

Value 

£ 

39,034 

Mr. W. M. G. Singer 

12 

23 

27,764 

Lord Astor 

II 

19 

26,959 

Lord Rosebery 

5 

10 

19,706 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

17 

27 

19,484 

Lord Derby 

12 

19 

18,514 

Mr. E. S. Tattersall 

S 

15 

13,556 

Lord Woolavington 

II 

15 

12,811 

Lord Glanely 

22 

27 

12,547 

Lord Ellesmere 

4 

6 

11,682 

Mr. A. de Rothschild 

10 

19 

10,079 

Lt.<'Col. Birkin 

I 

I 

9,067 

LEADING OWNERS IN 1932 

Races 

Winners Won 

Value 

£ 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

14 

28 

57,778 

Lord Rosebery 

13 

18 

16,907 

Lord Lonsdale 

6 

14 

15,167 

Lord Woolavington 

13 

26 

14,601 

Mr. W. M. G. Singer 

5 

7 

12,929 

M. E. de St. Alary 

4 

6 

11,929 

Lord Astor 

9 

13 

11,837 

Mrs. Arthur James 

6 

15 

11,679 

Mr. Marshall Field 

6 

10 

10,668 

Mr. Tom Walls 

3 

7 

10,619 

Mr. Stanley Wootton 

15 

32 

10,412 

Sir Alfred Butt 

12 

21 

10,175 
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DETAILS OF DASTUR’S RACES IN 1931 
Epsom — April 22 

The Hyde Park Stakes of 20 sovs. each, with 200 sovs. 
added; for two^eat^olds; second to receive 50 sovs. 
Five furlongs. (Actual value to winner ^696.) 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), 8st. xalb. M. Beary i 
Waldgrave (Lord Allendde), 8st. lalb. 

B. Carslake 2 

Tip/Toe filly (Mrs. E. L. Ralli), 8st. plb. 

W. Turtle 3 

Also Ran: — ^Wellington, 8st. I2lb. (G. Richards), 
Mollusca, 8st. I2lb. (G. Barber), Flying Dinah, 8st. 
i2lb. (H. Beasley), Pe^y, 8st. plb. (F. Fox), Fire-' 
place, 8st. plb. (H. Jelliss), Christiana, 8st. plb. (H. 
Wragg), Short Suit, 8st. plb. (J. Childs), Lady 
Trace, 8st. plb. (S. Donoghue). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 
Starting Prices: — 6 to 4 on Wellington, 6 to i against 
Waldgrave, 10 to i each Peggy and Tip-'Toe filly, 
100 to 8 Short Suit, 20 to i each gainst the others. 

Won by (bur lei^ths; a head separated second and third. 
Wellington was fourth, and Peggy last. 

Epsom— June 2 

The Woodcote Stakes of 20 sovs. each, with 500 sovs. 
added; for two-'year-'olds; second to receive 50 sovs. 
out of the stakes. Six furlongs. (Actual value to 
winner 1,227.) 
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Dastur (The Aga Khan), pst. 5lb. M. Beaiy i 
Short Hand (Mr. £. Esmond), pst. sib. H. Jelliss z 
Cyperus (Mr. J. P. Homung), 8st. lalb. 

B. Carslake 3 

Also Ran: — Celiba, 8st. lalb. (H. Beasley), Welsh 
Elegance, 8st. lalb. (G. Richards), Star of India, 
8st. lalb. (R. A. Jones), Pharaoh III, 8st. lalb. 
(S. Donoghue), Aristocrat, 8st. lalb. (J. Childs), 
Epicure, 8st. lalb. (H. Wragg). 

Winner trained by R. Dawson at Whatcombe. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to 4 against Dastur, 100 to 30 Short 
Hand, 4 to i Celiba colt, 100 to 7 each Cyperus and 
Epicure, 25 to i each against the others. 

Won by two lengths; three/quarters of a length separated 
second and third. Pharaoh III was fourth and Epicure 
last. 


Ascot— June 16 

The Coventry Stakes of 20 sovs. each, with 1,000 sovs. 
addedfbr winner, 200 lor second, 100 for third; for 
two^year^olds. Five furlongs. (Actual value to 
winner ^02,200.) 

Cockpen (Lord Woolavington), pst. F. Fox i 
Hardy (Sir C. Hyde), pst. B. Carslake 2 

Tohunga (Mr. G. H. Deane), 8st. F. Lane 3 

Also Ran:— Dastur (The Aga Khan), pst. (M. 
Beary), Celiba, pst. (H. Beasley), Welsh Elegance, 
pst. (G. Richards), Talisman, pst. (H. Wragg), 
Taprobane, 8st. iilb. (C. Ray). 

Winner trained by F. Darling at Beckhampton. 
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Starting Prices; — 13 to 8 against Cockpen, 15 to 8 
Dastur, 10 to i each Tohunga and Hardy, 100 to 6 
each against the others. 

Won by a length and a half; three-quarters of a length 
separated second and third. Dastur was fourth, and 
Taprobane last. 


Goodwood— July 2g 

The Levant Stakes of 30 sovs. each, with 300 sovs. 
added; for two-year-olds; the second to receive 10 per 
cent and the third 5 per cent of the whole stakes. Five 
furlongs. (Actual value to winner ^1,491.) 

Riot (Mr. J. A. Dewar), 9st. alb. F. Fox i 
Dastur (The Aga Khan), 9st. 51b. M. Beary 2 
Sir Troops (Mrs. E. Wallace), 8st. 9lb. 

B. Carslake 3 

Also Ran: — Celiba, 8st. 9lb. (H. Beasley), Queen of 
the Suir, 8st. 6lb. (J. Childs), Home Run, 8st. 6lb. 
(G. Richards). 

Winner trained by F. Darling at Beckhampton. 

Starting Prices: — 6 to 4 on Riot, 3 to i against Dastur, 
8 to I Home Run, 10 to i Sir Troops, ao to i each 
against the others. 

Won by a neck; a short head separated second and 
third. Queen of the Suir was fourth, and Home Run 
last. 


Newmarket — September 50 

The Hopeful Stakes of 2$ sovs. each, with 300 sovs. 
added; for two-year-olds; second to receive 100 sovs. 
out of stakes and third to save stake. Five furlongs. 
(Actual value to winner ;([i,i35.) 
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Orta (Mr. S. Tattcrsall), pst. 4lb. R. A. Jones i 
Holmwood (Mr. A. E. Berry), pst. 7lb. 

B. Carslake 2 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), pst. ylb. M. Beary 3 

Also Ran: — Trivet, pst. ylb. (C. Ray), Lichen, 8st. 
nib. (F. Fox), Andrea, 8st. ylb. Q. Childs). 

Winner trained by Lawson at Manton. 

Starting Prices: — p to 4 against Holmwood and Orta, 
4 to I Dastur, 7 to i Trivet, 8 to i Lichen, 20 to i 
against Andrea. 

Won by a head; one length separated second and third. 
Lichen was fourth, and Andrea last. 
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Newmarket — April 14 

The Free Handicap Sweepstakes of 25 sovs. each, with 
500 sovs. added; second to receive 100 sovs. and third 
50 sovs. out of stakes; for three^year-^olds. Dewhurst 
Stakes Course (seven furlongs). (Actual value to 
winner 1,040.) 

Rolling Rock (Mrs. L. Rihll), 9st. P. Beasley i 
Dastur (The Aga Khan), 8st. lolb. M. Beary 2 
Wyvern (Sir L. Philipps), 8st. lolb. H. Jelliss 3 

Also Ran: — Gela, 8st. lalb. (H. Graves), Orta, 8st. 
lolb. (R. A. Jones), Diamalt, 8st. ylb. (H. Wragg), 
Dulce, 8st. 6lb. (J. Childs), Prince George, 8st. ilb. 
Q. Sirett), Lichen, 7st. i3lb. (G. Richards), Ada 
Dear, yst. I3lb. (F. Rickaby), Hosanna, yst. nib. 
(S. Wragg), A Lacquer Lass, 7St. 9lb. (S. Dono^ 
ghue), Marchia, 7st. 4lb. (C. Richards), Pure Silver, 
7St. 3lb. (W. Christie), Yellowstone, 7st. 2lb. (Carr), 
Pescadora, 7st. 2lb. (E. Quick), Wages, 7st. ilb. (car. 
7st. 2lb.) (A. Smirke), Frivole, 6st. I3lb. (W. 
Rickaby), Wantalot, 6st. I2lb. (C. Husdon). 
Winner trained by Gilpin at Newmarket. 
Starting Prices: — lOO to 30 against Dastur, 9 to 2 Ada 
Dear, 10 to i Wyvern, 100 to 8 each Diamalt, 
Marchia, and Yellowstone, 100 to 7 each Rolling 
Rock, Orta, Wages, and Frivole, 20 to i each Dulce 
and Lichen, 33 to i each against the others. 

Won by three-quarters of a length; a neck separated 
second and third. Orta was fourth, and Gela last. 
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Newmarket — April 27 

The Two Thousand Guineas Stakes of 100 sovs. each, 
with 2,000 guineas added; for three/year^olds; second 
to receive 10 per cent and third 5 per cent of whole 
stake. One mile. (Actual value to winner 

Orwell (Mr. W. M. G. Singer), 9st. R. A. Jones i 
Dastur (The Aga Khan), pst. M. Beary 2 

Hesperus (M. M. Boussac), pst. C. Elliott 3 

Also Ran: — Paddington, pst. (F. Rickaby), Clustine, 
pst. (H. Beasley), Loaningdale, pst. (J. Childs), 
Wyvern, pst. (H. Jelliss), Rolling Rock, pst. (P. 
Beasley), Miracle, pst. (H. Wragg), Spenser, pst. 
(R. Dick), April the Fifth, pst. (F. Lane). 

Winner trained by J. Lawson at Manton. 

Starting Prices: — Evens Orwell, p to i each against 
Miracle and Loaningdale, 10 to i Dastur, 100 to p 
each Clustine and Rolling Rock, 20 to i each Pad/ 
dington and Wyvern, 25 to i each Hesperus and 
Spenser, 50 to i against April the Fifth. 

Won by two lengths; a length and a half separated 
second and third. Wyvern was fourth, and Padding/ 
ton last. 


Epsom— June 1 

The Derby Stakes of 100 sovs. each, with 3,000 sovs. 
added; second to receive 10 per cent and third 5 per 
cent of the whole stake; breeder of winner to receive 
500 sovs. out of stakes. About one mile and a half. 
(Actual value to winner 
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April the Fifth (Mr. Tom Walls), pst. F. Lane i 
Dastur (The Aga Khan), pst. M. Beary 2 

Miracle (Lord Rosebery), pst. H. Wragg 3 

Also Ran: — Andrea, pst. (F. Fox), Bacchus, pst. Q. 
Marshall), Buckle, pst. (T. Weston), Celebrator, pst. 
(T. Burns), Cockpen, pst. (G. Richards), Corey, 
pst. (E. Quirke), Firdaussi (The Aga Khan), pst. 
(S. Donoghue), Hesperus, pst. (E. C. Elliott), Jack^ 
daw the Second (Prince Aly Khan), pst. (J. Childs), 
Jiweh, pst. (J. Canty), Orwell, pst. (R. A. Jones), 
Peter Planet, pst. (F. Herbert), Pottofino, pst. (W. 
Nevett), Royal Dancer, pst. (S. Wragg), Spenser, 
pst. (R. Dick), Summer Planet, pst. (F. Rickaby), 
Totaig, pst. (B. Carslake), Wyvern, pst. (H. Jelliss). 

Winner trained by Walls at Epsom. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to 4 against Orwell, p to i Cockpen, 
100 to p Miracle, 100 to 8 Hesperus, 100 to 6 April 
the Fifth, 18 to i Dastur, 20 to i Portofino, 22 to i 
Firdaussi, 33 to i each Wyvern and Royal Dancer, 
40 to I Andrea, 50 to i each Jiweh and Spenser, 66 
to I Celebrator, 100 to i each against the others. 

Won by three-quarters of a length; a short head separated 
second and third. Royal Dancer was fourth, and Peter 
Planet last. 


Ascot— June 15 

The King Edward VII Stakes of 50 sovs. each, with 
1,000 sovs. added for the winner, 200 sovs. ft>r the 
second, and 100 sovs. for the third; for three-year-olds. 
One mile and a half. (Actual value to winner 
£2,900.) 
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Dastur (The Aga Khan), 8st. lolb. M. Beaty i 
Wisborough (Lord Astor), 8st. sib. (car. 8st. 4lb.) 

R. Dick 2 

Sankate (Sir E. Findlay), 8st. sib. K. Gethin s 

Also Ran: — Bucentaur, 8st. 6lb. (H. Wragg), The 
Spider, 8st. sib. (S. Donoghue), Gainslaw, 8st. sib. 
(car. 8st. 4lb.) (R. Perryman). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 4 on Dastur, 15 to 2 against 
Bucentaur, 10 to i Wisborough, 100 to 8 Sankate, 
20 to I each against the others. 

Won by a length; three lengths separated second and 
third. Gainslaw was fourth, and Bucentaur last. 

Curra^h—June 29 

Irish Derby. After deducting ^200, ^^150, and X^ioo 
for the owners, at entry, of the three placed horses, the 
winner received 75 per cent of the stakes, the second 
15 per cent, and the third 10 per cent. For entire colts 
and fUlies. One mile and a half. (Actual value to 
winner £z,SS7>) 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), 9st. 51b. M. Beary i 
Hill Song (Major Shirley), 8st. I2lb. 

£. Gardner 2 

Trapper (Mr. J. Johnston Cooney), 8st. lalb. 

J. Doyle 3 

Also Ran: — Call Him, 8st. lalb. (J. Canty), Lindley, 
9st. 51b. (M. Wing), Corey, 8st. lalb. (E. M. 
Quirke), Gold Amulet, 9st. alb. (T. Burns), Solid/ 
tons, 8st. lalb. (J. Moylan), Grand Ecart, 8st. lalb. 
(B. Curran), Kingsmere, 8st. lalb. (A. Barrett). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 
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Starting Prices:— 7 to 4 on Dastur, 4 to i against Hill 
Song, 10 to I each Gold Amulet and Corey, 100 to 
6 Lindlcy, 20 to i each Call Him and Solicitous, 50 
to I Trapper, 100 to i each Kingsmerc and Grand 
Ecart. 

Won by a head; two lengths separated second and third. 
Call Him was fourth, and ]^ngsmere last. 

Goodwood— July 2^ 

The Sussex Stakes of 25 sovs. each, with 500 sovs. 
added; for threc/yeai/olds; second to receive 200 sovs. 
and third 100 sovs. out of the stakes. New mile. 
(Actual value to winner ^1,006.) 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), pst. 3 lb. M. Beary i 
Pollux (Mr. A. de Rothschild), 9st. sib. 

R. Perryman 2 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 
Starting Price: — r5 to 8 on Dastur. 

Won by four lengths. 

Doncaster — September 7 

The St. Leger Stakes of 100 sovs. each, with 4,000 sovs. 
added; for entire colts and fillies foaled in 1929; the 
owner of the second to receive 10 per cent and the 
owner of the third 5 per cent of the whole stakes; the 
breeder of the winner to receive 500 sovs. out of the 
stakes. St. Leger Course (about one mile, six fur.' 
longs). (Actud value to winner ;(]io,8o5 los.) 
Firdaussi (The Aga Khan), 9st. F. Fox i 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), 9st. M. Beary 2 

Silvermere (Mrs. C. Rich), 9st. R. Dick 3 

Udaipur (The Aga Khan), 8st. nib. H. Wragg 4 
Taj I^ra (The Aga Khan), 9st. J. Taylor 5 
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Also Ran: — April the Fifth, 9st. (F. Lane), Beneficial, 
pst. (S. Wragg), Celebrator, pst. (T. Burns), Fog 
Horn II, pst. (C. Bouillon), Gainslaw, pst. (T. Low/ 
rey). Gavelkind, pst. (R. Perryman), Hesperus, pst. 
(E. C. Elliott), Loaningdale, pst. Q. Childs), Or/ 
well, pst. (R. A. Jones), Royal Dancer, pst. (H. 
Jelliss), Totaig, pst. (B. Carslake), Leighon, pst. 
(C. Ray), Violator, pst. (G. Richards), Will o’ the 
Wisp, 8st. nib. (S. Donoghue). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — ^4 to i against Orwell, 6 to i each 
Violator and Dastur, p to i Udaipur, loo to 8 each 
Loaningdale and Fog Horn II, 1 00 to 6 April the 
Fifth, 20 to I Firdaussi, 25 to i each Celebrator and 
Gainslaw, 33 to i each Silvermere, Gavelkind, and 
Royal Dancer, 35 to i Hesperus, 40 to i each Totaig, 
Taj Kasra and Beneficial, 100 to i each against the 
others. 

Won by a neck; four lengths separated second and third. 
Udaipur was fourth, and Will o’ the Wisp last. 

Newmarket — October 11 

The Champion Stakes of 50 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added; second to receive 150 sovs. and third 50 
sovs. out of stakes. One mile and a quarter. (Actual 
value to winner ^1,470.) 

Cameronian (Mr. J. A. Dewar), 4 yrs., pst. 

G. J^chards i 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), 3 yrs., 8st. ylb. 

M. Beary 2 

Hill Cat (Capt. Rimington Wilson), 4 yrs., pst. 

R. Perryman 3 

M 
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Also Ran: — Shell Transport, 4yrs., pst. (F. Lane), 
Loaningdale, 3 yrs., 8st. 7lb. (J. Childs), Hesperus, 
3 yrs., 8st. 7lb. (C. Elliott). 

Winner trained by F. Darling at Beckhampton. 

Starting Prices: — ii to 10 against Cameronian, 9 to 4 
Dastur, 5 to i Hill Cat, 100 to 8 Hesperus, 100 to 7 
Loaningdale, 20 to i against Shell Transport. 

Won by four lengths; three lengths separated second and 
third. Hesperus was fourth, and Loaningdale last. 
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VII 


FOURTH YEAR OF RACING 

I ’M a great believer in my own young stallions 
because they haven’t been over^raced,” the Aga 
Khan said to me recently. “If mares are better 
for not being over^raced, then it should apply to 
horses as well. My horses are not submitted to long 
periods of training and racing.’’ In pursuance of this 
opinion, His Highness has generally sent his best colts 
to the stud after their third year of racing. Two notable 
exceptions to this rule were Dastur and Firdaussi. 

As though deprived of the inspiration of the third 
“Musketeer’’, Udaipur, who had been retired to the 
stud at the end of the previous season, neither of the two 
remaining warriors can, with candour, be said entirely 
to have fulfilled the great expectations formed of them 
by the stable. They were, in fact, rather disappointing, 
though their performances would, coming ftom lesser 
colts, have been judged sufficiently consistent. 

Dastur was the first of the pair to make his appearance 
on a racecourse. This was in the City and Suburban 
Handicap, run, in the middle of April, over a mile and 
a quarter at Epsom. As the class horse of the field, and 
about the best of his age the previous year, the Aga 
Khan’s colt was made a firm i&vourite at 9 to 4, not*' 
withsunding the very big weight that he had been asked 
to carry. Horses of his class can usually carry such a 
weight, and can almost invariably give the weight away. 
The field mostly got away to a good start, Dastur alone 
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losing ground badly. Nearing the top of the hill he was 
nearer last than first, but by the time the Straight was 
reached was well enough placed to win if he were good 
enough at the weights. The 9st. 7 lb. which he had been 
asked to carry began to prove too much for him, how^ 
ever, and soon afterwards he fell back beaten. He even^ 
tually came in fourth behind Great Scot, Pommame, 
and Colorado Kid. 

Firdaussi, who made his first appearance of the season 
at Newmarket rather more than a week later, and his 
second at Kempton Park in the first week of May, also 
proved unable, on either occasion, to register a win. At 
Newmarket he ran second to Hill Cat in the March 
Stakes, and at Kempton Park second to Colorado Kid 
in the Great “Jubilee” Handicap. 

The advent of June brought with it better luck for the 
Aga Khan. On the first day of the month Dastur was 
due to run at the Epsom Summer Meeting, in the 
important Coronation Stakes. At one period before the 
race it appeared as though the field would provide 
opposition of the most formidable calibre. It was ex^ 
pected to include Mannamead, probably the best horse 
in training over a mile and a half, the distance of the 
race; Orpen,' placed in each of the Classics of his year, 
and the recent conqueror of Trindon at York; Brulette, 
who had the distinction the previous summer of beating 
Brown Jack at Goodwood; Nitsichin, the winner of the 
previous year’s Cesarewitch; and Silver mere, who had 
finished third in the St. Leger in which the Aga Khan 
had gained first, second, fourth, and fifth places with, 
respectively, Firdaussi, Dastur, Udaipur, and Taj 
Kasra. Hopes of a really great race were, unfortunately, 
not borne out, the firmness of the goii^ causing a great 
many withdrawals. These included Mannamead, Orpen, 
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Biulette, and Nitsichin. In the end the field numbered 
only four. 

As a consequence Dastur’s chance became outstand-' 
ing, particularly in view of the fact that he had displayed 
wonderful form in a final training gallop with Firdaussi, 
Taj Kasra, and Orpen, who was also being trained by 
Frank Butters. In the betting he was made an odds/on 
favourite at 7 to 4, China King being at 7 to 2 against. 
Hill Song at 6 to i, and Silvermere at 100 to 7. 

These odds had in no way over/estimated Dastur’s 
chance. Ridden by Elliott, he simply played with the 
opposition. Silvermere was allowed to lead him into the 
Straight, and China King to run beside him for a time 
after he had entered it. But when, rather more than a 
furlong from the finish, Elliott asked him to go on and 
win the race, he simply strode away to win by three 
lengths from Silvermere. China King was third, a 
similar distance behind Silvermere. 

Both Dastur and Firdaussi were entered to run at 
Ascot a fortnight later, and both gave somewhat dis<' 
appointing displays. In the important and exceedingly 
valuable Ascot Gold Cup, run over two and a half 
miles, Firdaussi could do no better than to run fourth to 
Foxhunter, while Dastur, carrying top weight, was third 
to Versicle and Solenoid in the Ribblesdale Stakes. 
Dastur, who looked extremely handsome in the paddock 
before the race, found the weight that he had to carry, 
rather than the weight that he had to give, was too much 
for him. 

At the end of the previous season there had been Uttle 
to choose between the respective abiUties on the race/ 
course of Dastur and Firdaussi. Dastur had shown him/ 
self to be, perhaps, the best of his age, by his remarkably 
consistent running in the Two Thousand Guineas, the 

149 



THE AGA KHAN’S HORSES 

Derby, and the St. Leger. Over a mile and a quarter he 
had been made, in the Free Handicap for three/year/olds, 
to concede his stable^'nute two pounds. On the other 
hand, over the mile and three-quarters of the St. Leger, 
Firdaussi had beaten Dastur by a neck. The pair were 
now due to meet again, but this time over the “neutral” 
distance of a mile and a half. 

This was at the First July Meeting at Newmarket, in 
the Princess of Wales Stakes. The conditions for this 
always popular meeting were excellent, the weather 
being fine and the going as good as the hard work which 
Mr. Marriott, the Keeper of the Heath, had done on the 
course could make it. The large number of visitors that 
turned up expected a keen race, for the field for the 
Princess of Wales Stakes included, besides Dastur and 
Firdaussi, King George V’s Ascot winner. Limelight; 
Foxhunter, winner of die Gold Cup at Ascot, in which 
Firdaussi had run fourth; Young Lover, the winner of 
the Newmarket Stakes; and Criss Cross, who, after 
winning at Ascot, had won the Northern Derby at 
Newcastle from Light Sussex. 

Firdaussi went down to the start favourite at 7 to 2, 
Dastur, who looked particularly fit in the paddock, 
being second favourite at 5 to i. Criss Cross and Ray- 
mond followed at 7 to I, Limelight and Tavern were 
at 8 to I, Foxhunter was at 10 to i, and Young Lover 
at 100 to 9. Raymond, by Gainsborough out of Nipi- 
siquit, was a colt of whom much was expected at 
Manton, where he was trained, but his form hitherto 
had been so disappointing that he was not fancied by 
the general public. 

I was not able to see the beginning of the race, which 
takes place out of sight of the Stands, but, according to 
many of the jockeys, the start was excepdonally ragged. 
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Be this as it may, it is certain that when the field came 
into sight not lot^ afterwards, the runners were stretched 
out in single file with an extremely long distance between 
the leaders and those bringing up the rear. I learnt later 
that Firdaussi and Foxhunter lost many lengths at the 
“off”, and were never in the race with a chance. Soon 
after reaching the very long Straight, Raymond, with 
Cordon Richards up, came through the field. He 
seemed certain then to win, but Michael Beary, coming 
out of the Dip, brought Dastur with a run, and for a 
moment the Aga Khan’s colt appeared to have a chance 
of catching him. But it was only for a moment, and 
Raymond made his way home almost unchallenged. 
Dastur was second, a length and a half behind, and 
Firdaussi fourth. 

A fortnight later Firdaussi was given the opportunity 
to redeem his failure in the Princess of Wales Stakes, 
due to the unfortunate start, when he was set to run in 
the great Eclipse Stakes at Sandown Park. The distance 
was unusually short for him, being a mile and a quarter, 
and a very fast mile and a quarter at that. He looked well 
in the paddock before the race, but did not go down to 
the start as well as his two strong opponents. Loaning/ 
dale and Canon Law. 

Cino, in the same ownership as Firdaussi, jumped 
away in front at the “off”, followed by Loaningdale. 
Firdaussi was last, just behind Canon Law. As the 
field came into the Straight, Canon Law and Loaning/ 
dale occupied the first two places. Soon after that 
the latter went to the front, and maintained this position 
to the winning/post, notwithstanding a strong challenge 
ftom Firdaussi. The final placings were: Loaningdde 
first; Firdaussi second, two lengths away; Foxbridge 
third, three lengths away; and Canon Law was fourth. 
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Firdaussi, who was canying top weight, had shown 
that he had lost some of his speed, perhaps because of 
his work over longer distances. 

However, he finished up the season with a couple of 
firsts, though he was unfortunate enough to have the 
firuits of one of his victories plucked from him by dis/ 
qualification. This was in the John Porter Stakes at 
Newbury, run towards the end of September. Starting 
favourite at 5 to 4 on, the Aga Khan’s colt took the lead 
from Sarum at the distance, but swerved. The swerve did 
not appear to make any difference to the result of the 
race, but no doubt Firdaussi was not the regulation two 
lengths in fiiont of Sarum when he went across him, and 
a rule of racing had been broken. Carslake, on Sarum, 
lodged an objection, and the Stewards awarded the race 
to him. 

The Triennial Produce Stakes, run at Newmarket 
four days later, had a more fonunate result. Firdaussi, 
starting favourite at the huge odds of 25 to i on, was 
passing the winning/post while it still required glasses 
to see where his soUtary opponent. Priory, was. The 
official verdia was a win for the Aga Khan’s colt by 20 
lengths. 

Dastur also made two more appearances before the 
end of the season. The first of these was in the Champion 
Stakes, run during the Newmarket Second October 
Meeting. Here he was due to meet two of the most useful 
three^year/olds in training, namely. Chatelaine and 
Scarlet Tiger. Indeed it is doubtful whether these two 
had any superiors among the colts and fillies of their own 
age, with the exception of Hyperion, winner of the 
Derby, Prince of Wales Stakes at Ascot, and the St. 
Leger. 

Carrying top weight, and ridden by Michael Beary, 
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Dastur went down to the start a firm £ivourite at 5 to a 
on, odds of 9 to 2 being offered against the chances of 
Chatelaine, and 5 to i against those of Scarlet Tiger. 
The weather was fine, if blustery, and the going firm. 

Although the bettit^ suggested that Dastur was 
generally expected to win with something to spare, and 
although, as the field approached the Bushes, this 
expectation seemed likely to be borne out, the race finally 
developed into a terrific duel between the Aga Khan’s 
colt and the filly. Chatelaine. Coming into the Dip, 
Michael Beary, obviously full of confidence, was sitting 
still, while Gordon Richards was already ridii^ the 
filly. Scarlet Tiger had dropped back out of the race. I 
must admit that at this moment I thought that Dastur 
would win with ease. But Chatelaine held on to him 
with such gameness that she actually succeeded in get^ 
ting her head in front. It was then Beary’s turn to get 
anxious, and he sat down and began to ride hard. But 
the filly would not give in. The more that Dastur and 
Beary tried, the little more she and Richards kept on 
finding, and they went past the winning/post locked 
together. From the position where I was it appeared that 
Chatelaine had won by a head, but the angle was diffi<' 
cult, and only the judge could really tell what had hap^ 
pened. He gave the verdict as being a dead^heat, being 
of the opinion that the Aga Khan’s handsome colt had 
got up in the last stride. The verdict was a fitting end to 
a great encounter. 

Dastur’s last race of the year was the Cambridgeshire 
Stakes, run over a mile and a furlong at Newmarket 
towards the end of October. Once again he was the best 
class horse in the race, and once again he carried top 
weight. This weight was 9st. 7lb., which no horse had 
hitherto carried and won. Again it proved too much, 
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and Dastur, notwithstanding his pluck and his breeding, 
was unable to gain a place. 

Though neither Firdaussi nor Dastur had done so 
well as four/year/olds as had been expected of them, 
nevertheless the Aga Khan was third in the list of 
Leading Owners, thanks principally to his two-year/ 
olds, Alishah and Mrs. Rustom, winner of the 
Gimcrack and Dewhurst Stakes. Also he had the 
distinction of gaining second place in the St. Leger 
with Felicitation. 
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LEADING OWNERS IN 1933 


Winners 

Races 

Won 

Value 

1 

Lord Derby 

II 

16 

27,559 

Lord Glanely 

15 

28 

23,852 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

16 

24 

19,311 

Lord Astor 

7 

16 

17,546 

Lord Woolavington 

13 

24 

14,672 

Mr. Edward Esmond 

7 

12 

13,761 

Mr. J. A. Dewar 

8 

16 

13,045 

Lt.^Col. Giles Loder 

4 

8 

12,973 

Sir AlEed Butt 

8 

21 

12,900 

Mr. E. Thornton-'Smith 

7 

18 

12,092 

Lord Howard de Walden 

II 

17 

10,329 

Mr. W. M. G. Singer 

9 

14 

9,660 
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DETAILS OF DASTUR’S RACES IN 1933 
Epsom — April ip 

The City and Suburban Handicap, a plate of 2,000 
sovs.; second to receive 200 sovs. and third 100 sovs. 
About one mile and a quarter. (Aaual value to 
winner ^1,670.) 

Great Scot (Mrs. Chester Beatty), 7 yrs., 8st. 41b. 

J. Collins I 

Pommame, 6 yrs., 8st. 5lb. Perryman 2 

Colorado Kid, 4 yrs., 8st. G. Richards 3 

Also Ran: — Dastur (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., pst. 7lb. 
(M. Beary), Wild Son, 5 yrs., 7st. iilb. (G. NicoU), 
Barrage, 4 yrs., 7st. 5lb. (W. Rickaby), Flange, 7 yrs., 
7st. 2lb, (C. Rowley), Totaig, 4 yrs., 8st. lolb. (Cars^ 
lake), Leicester Lane, 4 yrs., 7st. ilb. (P. Evans), 
Epicure, 4 yrs., 7st. plb. (F. Fox), Sandfield, 4 yrs., 
7St. 51b. (E. Smith), Inglesant, 5 yrs., 8st. 7lb. (P. 
Beasley), The Cheerful Abbot, 8 yrs., 7st. sib. 
(C. Richards). 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 4 s^ainst Dastur, 9 to 2 Totaig, 
II to 2 Colorado Kid, 10 to i Pommame, 100 to 6 
Leicester Lane, 20 to i each Inglesant, Great Scot, 
Wild Son, Epicure, and The Cheerful Abbot, 25 to 
I each against the others. 

Won by a length; three lengths separated second and 
third. Dastur was fourth, and The Cheerful Abbot 
last. 
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Epsom— June i 

The Coronation Cup, a gold cup value 200 sovs. in 
specie for winner, added to a sweepstakes of 20 sovs. 
each, with 100 sovs. added for second and 50 sovs. for 
third in addition. About one mile and a half. (Actual 
value to winner ^01,545.) 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., pst. sib. 

Elliott I 

Silvermere (Mrs. C. Rich), 4 yrs., pst. sib. 

G. Richards 2 

China King, 4 yrs., 8st. 7lb. Graves 3 

Also Ran: — ^Hill Song, 4 yrs., pst. sib. (H. Wragg). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 7 to 4 on Dastur, 7 to 2 against China 
King, 6 to I Hill Song, 100 to 7 against Silvermere. 

Won by three lengths; a similar distance separated 
second and third. 


Ascot— June 15 

The Ribblesdale Stakes of 15 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added for the winner, 200 sovs. for the second, 
and 100 sovs. for the third. One mile. (Actual value 
to winner 

Versicle, 3 yrs., 8st. 4lb. Weston i 

Solenoid, 4 yrs., pst. 7lb. G. Richards 2 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., pst. lalb. 

Elliott 3 
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Also Ran: — Statesman, 3 yrs., 8st. iih. (Carslake) 
Buckle, 4 yrs., 9st. 7lb. (Perryman), Reefer, 3 yrs., 
8st. (F. Fox), Vitruvius, 3 yrs., 7st. 7lb. (E. Smith), 
Happy Call, 3 yrs., 8st. (Gethin). 

Starting Prices: — 6 to 4 on Dastur, 8 to i against Happy 
Call, 9 to I Reefer, 10 to i Solenoid, 100 to 9 States^ 
man, 100 to 8 Versicle, 33 to i each against the others. 

Won by a head; three-quarters of a length separated 
second and third. Statesman was fourth, and Happy 
Call last. 


Newmarket— June 29 

The Princess of Wales Stakes of 30 sovs. each, with 
2,000 sovs. added; second to receive 300 sovs. and 
third 100 sovs. out of the stakes. One mile and a half 
(Actual value to winner ^2,600.) 

Raymond, 3 yrs., 7St. 8lb. G. Richards i 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., 9st. lalb. 

M. Beary 2 

Tavern, 3 yrs., 7St. 4lb. C. Buckham 3 

Also Ran: — Firdaussi (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., 9st. lalb. 
(Elliott), Foxhunter, 4 yrs., 9st. lalb. (H. Wragg), 
Canteener, 3 yrs., 8st. 5lb. (C. Richards), Limelight, 
4 yrs., 9st. I2lb. Q. Childs), Criss Cross, 3 yrs., 8st. 
51b. (R. Dick), Solar Boy, 3 yrs., 8st. 51b. (S. Wragg), 
Sans Peine, 3 yrs., 8st. 8lb. (E. Smith), Young Lover, 
3 yrs., 8st. 8lb. (Perryman). 

Winner trained by Lawson at Manton. 

Starting Prices: — 7 to 2 against Firdaussi, 5 to i Dastur, 
7 to I each Criss Cross and Raymond, 8 to i each 
Limelight and Tavern, 10 to i Foxhunter, 100 to 9 
Young Lover, 20 to i each against the others. 
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Won by a length and a half; four lengths separated 
second and third. Firdaussi was fourth and Yout^ 
Lover last. 


Newmarket — October lo 

The Champion Stakes of 50 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added; second to receive 150 sovs. and third 50 
sovs. out of stakes. One mile and a quarter. (Actual 
value to be divided ^1,^90.) 

Dastur (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., 9St. M. Bearyf 
Chatelaine, 3 yrs., 8st. 41b. G. Richardsf 

Scarlet Tiger, 3 yrs., 8st. 7lb. Carslake 3 

Dastur trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 
Chatelaine trained by Templeman at Lambourn. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to 2 on Dastur, 9 to 2 against Chate^ 
laine, 5 to i against Scarlet Tiger. 

A dead/heat; ten lengths separated Scarlet Tiger from 
the dead^heaters. 

Newmarket — October 25 

The Cambridgeshire Stakes, a handicap of 25 sovs. 
each, with 1,000 sovs. added; second to receive 300 
sovs. and third 100 sovs. out of the stakes. One mile 
and one furlong. (Actual value to winner ^1,920.) 

Raymond, 3 yrs., 8st. 4lb. G. Nicholl i 

Denbigh, 4 yrs., 8st. 9lb. Nevett 2 

Stalky, 3 yrs., 7st. ilb. W. Carr 3 

Also Ran:— Dastur (The Aga Khan), 4 yrs., 9st. 
7lb. (Perryman), Limelight, 4 yrs., 9st. Q. Childs), 
Gino, 3 yrs., 8st. 3lb. (Beary), Alluvial, 5 yrs., 
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7St. islb. (S. Wragg), Young Native, 4yrs., 7St. 
lolb. (G. Richards), Old King Sole, 4 yrs., 6st. islb. 
(A. j^chardson), Scattercash, 5 yrs., 7st. 6lb. (E. 
Smith), Font, 3 yrs., 6st. 8lb. (D. Smith), Town 
Crier, 3 yrs.,7st. 9lb. (Stephenson),Manoeuvre, 3 yrs., 
6st. nib. (Sharpe), Andrea, 4 yrs., 8st. plb. (F. Fox), 
Totaig, 4 yrs., 8st. 8lb. (Carslake), Inverman, 4 yrs., 
8st. 3lb. (McGuigan), Hot Fight, 3 yrs., 8st. alb. 
(Hine), Pommame, 6 yrs., 8st. ilb. (Sirett), Coton/ 
easter, 3 yrs., 7St. plb. (Weston), Seraph Boy, 4 yrs., 
7St. 8lb. (T. Barber), Inglesant, 5 yrs., 7st. (W. Rick/- 
aby). Great Scot, 7 yrs., 8st. 3lb. (Lane), Diamentee, 
4 yrs., 7St. plb. (Dines), Eroica, 3 yrs., 7st. nib. (S. 
Donoghue), Disarmament, 5 yrs., 8st. I3lb. (W. 
Bullock), Eau de Roses, 3 yrs., 7st. ilb. (B. Lynch). 

Winner trained by J. Lawson at Manton. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to i against Limelight, 6 to i Old 
King Sole, 9 to i Cotoneaster, 13 to i Andrea, 100 
to 7 Gino, 20 to I Totaig, 22 to i each Denbigh, 
Dastur, Alluvial, and Scattercash, 25 to i Young 
Native, 3 3 to i each Raymond and Diamantee, 40 to 
I each Disarmament and Pommame, 50 to i each 
Eroica, Inglesant, Stalky and the Font, 66 to i each 
Great Scot, Inverman, ^u de Roses, Hot Fight, and 
Seraph Boy, 100 to i each against the others. 

Won by two lengths; three-quarters of a length separated 
second and third. Limelight was fourth, and Eau de 
Roses last. 
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VIII 


THE COMING OF BAHRAM 

“They say the Lion and the Lizard keep 
The Courts where Jamshyd gloried and drank deep; 
And Bahram, that great Hunter — the Wild Ass 
Stamps o*er his Head, but cannot break his Sleep.** 


I T is curious to reflect that “that great Hunter’s” 
modern namesake Bahram, the greatest racehorse 
that the Aga Khan ever owned, or ever expects to 
own, and one of the very greatest in the history of the 
Turf, came very near to being known by another name. 
“Bahram was originally called Bahman,” says Frank 
Butters. “But one fine day we got a note from Whether^ 
by’s saying that he had to be renamed, because there was 
already a horse with the name of Barman.” The two 
names would, of course, have sounded alike when 
spoken. 

Not only had the Aga Khan the distinction of being 
the owner of Bahram, but he was also his breeder, a feat 
which he never expects to be able to duplicate. To quote 
His Highness’s own words: “To breed another Bahram 
is beyond my wildest dreams”. 

The gooddooking two^ear<'old, so soon to make his 
name known all over the world wherever people go 
racing, was very definitely classically bred. He was flom 
Friar’s Daughter, the dam of Dastur. Though perhaps 
not quite as handsome as his very handsome hal&brother, 
he was the bigger as a two/year^old. His sire was Blands 
ford, who stood for many years at Dick Dawson’s stud 
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Unlike the great majority of foals at the Sheshoon 
Stud, Bahram cannot be said to have been a sturdy 
animal. “Bahram’s lungs were affected by pneumonia,” 
says Colonel Peacocke, “and as the result he was a 
delicate foal. But he was a plucky little animal, and 
never left his feed. As a yearling he was very handsome. 
We thought him a prince.” 

Thanks to the skilful cate of Colonel Peacocke, who 
numbers among his many accomplishments that of 
beii^ an experienced vet., Bahram joined the string of 
sixty to seventy horses in training at Frank Butters* 
establishment, a relatively sound animal. Of these sixty 
or seventy at Fitzroy House, about half were in the 
ownership of the Aga Khan, and a few others belonged 
to his wife, the Begum, and his son, Prince Aly. 

Bahram thus became a member of one of the largest 
and greatest stables at Newmarket, for the establishment 
at Fitzroy House had expanded rapidly after the Aga 
Khan had sent his horses there to be trained. When 
Frank Butters first set up on his own as a pubUc trainer 
he had one yard, which he bought fiom Sir Victor 
Sassoon. But with the coming of the Aga Khan’s horses 
he rented the adjoining Queensbury and Stockbridge 
yards, the latter probably the oldest in Newmarket. 
Perhaps the best measure of the stable’s present size 
and importance is the number of the sporting trophies 
which decorate the small office in which Mr. Harold 
Jackson, the very efficient lookii^ secretary, presides 
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over his ledgers and reference books. These trophies have 
been won at football, and other games, by the teams 
which the stable lads have formed among themselves. 
These teams play those of other stables, and owe their 
long record of victories principally to their great 
superiority in the matter of numbers from which they 
have to choose. 

Bahram’s first appearance on a racecourse was at the 
Eclipse Meeting at Sandown Park, in the third week of 
July. He was entered to run over the five furlongs of the 
National Breeders* Produce Stakes, one of the very most 
important events for two-^year^olds. Among his chief 
rivals was Theft, a stable nute in the same ownership. 
Theft was a bay colt by Tetratema out of Voleuse. I 
must confess that I do not, and never did, like the name 
of Theft, for if a horse is given a bad name he generally 
seems, it may be because of bad luck, to live up to it. 
He had a halftbrother named Le Voleur, who was not 
a very satisfactory horse, largely because he was more 
than once the victim of bad luck. Further, Theft’s sire, 
Tetratema, could not stay, and none of his sons has 
shown stamina. 

Notwithstanding this, it had to be admitted that, on 
form. Theft was the most likely winner of the National 
Breeders’ Produce Stakes. He had won at Ascot in the 
style of a very good colt, and was much more forward in 
condition than Bahram, whose work on the training 
ground indicated, indeed, that he was backward. 

Consequently it was not at all surprising to find Bah<' 
ram starting almost last in the betting at 20 to i. Theft 
being made second favourite at 5 to 2, and carrying the 
Aga Khan’s first colours. The favourite at 13 to 8 was 
Duke John, who, like Bahram, was running in his first 
race. But it was rumoured on the racecourse that this 
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colt had been very highly tried, it even being suggested 
that he was as good a two/year/old as Mumtaz Mahal. 

At the start he was badly away, losing several lengths. 
These he quickly nude up, but thereafter ran so greenly 
that he was never in the race with a chance. At halfVway 
Theft, ridden by Gordon Richards, was just in front of 
Bahram, the pair being well ahead of the rest of the field. 
Everybody supposed then that Theft, notwithstanding 
the plb. that he was giving to his stable nute, would win, 
but Bahram ran on and finally won by a neck, which, 
in my opinion, did not represent the ease with which he 
won. 

This was an excellent and most surprising showing, 
but better was to follow. Ten days later he was due 
to run over six furlongs at Goodwood, in the Rous 
Memorial Stakes. Carrying top weight of 9st. ylb., he 
started an odds^on favourite at 5 to 4, and, ridden by 
Fox, won cleverly by a neck from the Rack colt. This 
verdia again does not suggest the ease with which he 
won, for he finished very fast and with any amount in 
hand. 

It was now obvious to all that Bahram was a colt of 
the most outstanding promise, and it was with this 
reputation that he came to York at the end of August 
to run at the York August Meeting. This meeting is one 
of the most enjoyable of the Jockey Club season, and 
takes place on the Knavesmire, one of the best courses in 
the country. Like that at Epsom, this course is a public 
one, yet it is just as well kept. The going is generally 
remarkably good, except in very dry periods. 

The race in which the Aga Khan’s colt was to be 
started was the historic Gimcrack Stakes, one of the 
most important two/yearz-old races of the year. On all 
known form Bahram could not lose, and he started a 
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firm favourite at 7 to 2 on. Consequential was second 
favourite at 5 to i against, and Phalange followed at 
100 to 6. 

It was in the Gimcrack Stakes that Bahram first 
clearly showed that charaaeristic which was to mark 
him out during his whole career, and which has been a 
characteristic of so many other great horses. I refer to his 
laziness. He would never do any more than he had to. 
At a later date Fox, the famous jockey, said of him: 
“Bahram was one of the laziest horses that I ever 
rode”. 

On the occasion at York he ran so lazily that Perry/ 
man, his jockey, had to show him the whip about a 
furlong from the finish to make him race on and leave 
Consequential. This he did at once, and in the end won 
easily by a length. Phalange being third, four lengths 
behind Consequential. 

The Aga Khan’s handsome and seemingly invincible 
colt did not run again until October 3, when he 
appeared at the Newmarket First October Meeting in 
the Boscawen Stakes, run over five furlongs. He started, 
as was becoming a rule with him, an odds/on favourite 
at 10 to I, Trade Wind being second &vourite at 10 to 
I against. Flash Bye, the only other horse in the race, 
was at 25 to I. I was particularly interested in the 
running of this handsome colt by Hurry On out of 
Picture. During a visit to the Cliveden Stud the pre/ 
vious year he had appealed to me as an exceptionally 
good/looking yearling. 

Ridden by Fox, who had already won twice the same 
afternoon on Dona Sol and Lost Soul, the latter of 
which was his hundredth winner of the season, Bahram 
moved in princely fiishion to his fourth consecutive 
victory. Trade Wind was second, three lengths behind 
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the Aga Khan’s colt, and Flash Bye last, a similar 
distance behind the second. 

Bahram’s last race of the season took place later the 
same month at the Newmarket Second October Meet^ 
ing. He was set to run in the valuable Middle Park 
Stakes, always regarded as one of the most important 
two/year/old races of the season. He was meeting an old 
opponent in Consequential, to whom he had given 5lb. 
and a length’s beating in the Gimcrack Stakes at York. 
On this occasion he was meeting him on level terms, 
and Consequential’s chance of winning appeared, as a 
result, remote. Yet those connected with the colt thought 
that he would win, and he started second favourite at 
II to 2 against. Bahram, as usual, was an odds/on 
favourite, but the odds were only 7 to 2, whereas on all 
known form he could not be beaten. Other horses with 
a quotation were Fresh Fox at 100 to 7 against, and 
Gc^olphin at 20 to i. 

The previous afternoon, on which the Cesarewitch 
had been run, rain had fallen steadily and visibility had 
been poor due to a mist over the course. The weather 
for the Middle Park Stakes was fortunately more pleasant, 
but the rain that had fallen had made the going some-' 
what on the soft side. Bahram showed that he could act 
on all sorts of going, though displaying the same laziness 
as in the Gimcrack Stakes. At the “off” Godolphin 
jumped away in firont, with the Aga Khan’s colt close 
to him. Consequential was third, and Fresh Fox was 
also prominent and going well. Coming out of the Dip 
Godolphin and Bahram drew away from the rest of the 
field. Consequential being unable to come down hill, 
owii^ to his high action. At this point Bahram was 
running very lazily. But when Fox roused him and 
asked him to win, he at once went up to Godolphin, 
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passed him, and went on to win very nicely by two 
lengths. Consequential was third, three lengths behind 
the second. 

Bahram had thus preserved his victorious record 
unsullied. This record was all the more remarkable, 
because it included three of the very greatest races for 
two/year/olds — the National Breeders’ Produce Stakes, 
worth over >^5,500; the famous Gimcrack Stakes; and 
the Middle Park Stakes, worth over ;£3,ooo. In all the 
Aga Khan’s colt had won ;)(]i 1,758 in stake money in 
his first year of racing. 

After seeing Bahram win the Gimcrack Stakes, I 
wrote: “I venture to say that he is definitely a better colt 
than Dastur ever was”. His five consecutive victories as 
a two^year^ld, and his even more brilliant career as a 
three^year/old, fully justified this estimate. In appearance 
he was now a handsome and powerful thoroughbred, 
his only fault being that he had a weak tail. His action, 
when he was moving slowly, could be faulted. But when 
he was at full stretch it was wonderful. What I always 
liked most about him, however, was his laziness. All 
great horses are lazy. 

Thanks in no small measure to Bahram’s victories, 
this proved to be a great year for his owner, the Aga 
Khan. In 1932 His Highness had headed the list of 
Winning Owners with a total of 7,778; this season 
he headed it with a total of £ 64 , 997 ^ This total was the 
more notable, because the Aga Khan had seen his 
colours victorious in none of the Classics nor in the 
Eclipse Stakes. His position at the head of the list of 
Leading Owners was, as already said, to a large extent 
due to Bahram, but he owed much to others of his two^ 
year/olds, such as Theft and Hairan, a colt by Fairway 
out of Harpsichord, bought for his father at Doncaster 
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by Prince Aly. Hairan, a handsome and powerful bay 
colt, cost the Aga Khan 6,400 guineas, his previous 
owner being Mr. James J. Maher. Of His Highness’s 
older horses. Felicitation, winner of the Ascot Cup, 
John Porter Stakes, and Jockey Club Cup, contributed 
£, 9 * 2 $$; Umidwar (Jockey Club Stakes, Champion 
Stakes, and second in the Eclipse Stakes), £ 7 ,^ 67 ', and 
Alishah (Atlantic Cup), Khan had 

the further distinction of having four of his two^year<'olds 
occupy four out of the first six positions in the Free 
Handicap. Almost needless to say, Bahram was one of 
them, being placed at the head of the Handicap with 
9st. ylb. 
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Winners 

Races 

Won 

Value 

£ 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

18 

45 

64,898 

Lord Glanely 

14 

21 

16,160 

H.H. Maharajah ofRajpipla 

4 

8 

12,969 

Lord Derby 

18 

28 

12,611 

Mr. M. H. Benson 

I 

2 

12,156 

Sir Charles Hyde 

9 

15 

10,227 

Sir Richard C. Brooke 

I 

2 

9,166 

Sir Abe Bailey 

9 

14 

8,845 

Lord Durham 

3 

5 

8,723 

Mr. Wm. Woodward 

3 

8 

8,496 

Lord Astor 

8 

10 

8,418 

Lord Rosebery 

7 

13 

8,24s 
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Saniown—July 21 

The 53 rd Renewal of the National Breeders’ Produce 
Stalces, a sweepstakes with 1,000 sovs. added; for the 
produce of mares covered in 1931; the breeder of the 
winner to receive 300 sovs., the breeder and owner of 
the second each 200 sovs., and the breeder and owner 
of the third each 100 sovs. out of the stakes; to run at 
two years old. Five furlongs. (Actual value to winner 
>C5.559.) 

Bahram (The Aga Khan), 8st. lolb. Perryman i 
Theft (The Aga Khan), 9st. 51b. G. Richards 2 
Highland Lament, 8st. 7lb. H. Wragg 3 

Also Ran: — Red Biddy, 8st. i2lb. (H. Beasley), Fait/’ 
bairn, 8st. lolb. (C. Smirke), Duke John, 8st. lolb. 
(Ray), Nymph Errant, 8st. ylb. (P. Beasley), Sequalo, 
8st. ylb. (Beary), Golden Araby, 8st. 7lb. (Carslake), 
Baba au Rhum, 8st. 7lb. (J. Childs). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Surting Prices: — 13 to 8 against Duke John, 5 to 2 
Theft, 6 to I Fairbairn, 10 to i each Red Biddy and 
Golden Araby filly, 100 to 8 Sequalo, 20 to i Bah/ 
ram, 25 to i each against the others. 

Won by a neck. Highland Lament was third, and Red 
Biddy fourth. 
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Goodwood— August 2 

The Rous Memorial Stakes of 20 sovs. each, with 400 
sovs. added for the owner and 100 sovs. for the breeder 
of the winner; the owner of the second to receive 100 
sovs. and the owner of the third 50 sovs. out of the 
stakes; for two/year/olds. Six furlongs. (Value to 
winner ;(]i,i40.) 

Bahram (The Aga Khan), pst. 7lb. F. Fox i 
Rada, 8 st. 7lb. H. Beasley 2 

Fifine, 8 st. I2lb. Carslake 3 

Also Ran:— Battle Note, 8st. 41b. (Perryman), True 
Tilda, 8st. 4lb. (G. Richards), Polette, 8st. 41b. 
(Packham). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to 4 on Bahram, 4 to i against True 
Tilda, n to 2 Rack colt, 6 to i Battle Note, 100 to 7 
Polette, 100 to 6 against Fifine colt. 

Won by a neck; two lengths separated second and third. 
Battle Note was fourth, and Polette last. 


York — August 50 

The Gimcrack Stakes of 1,000 sovs., added to a sweeps 
stakes of 10 sovs. each; for two<'year<’olds; second to 
receive 150 sovs. and the third 50 sovs. out of the 
stakes. Six furlongs (straight). (Actual value to 
winner ;(]i,4i2.) 

Bahram (The Aga Khan), 8st. lalb. Perryman i 
Consequential, 8st. 7lb. C. Smirke 2 

Phaknge, 8st. I2lb. Ray 3 
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Also Ran:— Eton Blue, 8st. 7lb. (H. Wragg), Happi, 
8st. 7lb. (E. Smith). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices:— 7 to 2 on Bahram, 5 to i against Con/ 
sequential, 100 to 6 Phalange colt, 33 to i Eton Blue, 
50 to I Happi. 

Won by a length; four lengths separated second and 
third. Happi was last. 


Newmarket — October 5 

The Boscawen (Post) Stakes of 100 sovs. each, for two/ 
yeat/olds; each subscriber to name two foals and bring 
one to the post; the second to receive 100 sovs. out of 
the stakes. Five furlongs. (Actual value to winner 
£600.) 

Bahram (The Aga Khan), pst. F. Fox i 

Trade Wind, pst. T. Weston 2 

Flash Bye, pst. R. Dick 3 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 10 to i on Bahram, 10 to i against 
Trade Wind, 25 to r Flash Bye. 

Won by three lengths; the same distance separated 
second and third. 


Newmarket — October 18 

The Middle Park Stakes of 20 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added; for two/year/olds; second to receive ten 
per cent and third five per cent of the whole stakes. 
Six furlongs. (Actual value to winner ^3,047.) 
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Bahram (The Aga Khan), pst. F. Fox i 

Godolphin, pst. S. Donoghue 2 

Consequential, pst. C. Smirke 3 

Also Ran: — Plassy, pst. (Weston), Fresh Fox, pst. (J. 
Childs), Marmaduke Jinks, pst. (Graves). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 7 to 2 on Bahram, ii to 2 against 
Consequential, 100 to 7 Fresh Fox, 20 to i Godolphin, 
50 to I each against the others. 

Won by two lengths; three lengths separated second and 
third. Plassy was fourth, and Marmaduke Jinks last. 
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THE TRIPLE CROWN 

B AHRAM did not have the advantage of a 
race before being asked to tackle the Two 
Thousand Guineas, the first of the season’s 
Classics. He was expected to run in the 
Craven Stakes at the Newmarket Craven Meeting, but 
the Saturday previous was found to be off his feed, and 
with a slight temperature. A couple of days later he 
appeared to be all right again, but it was decided not to 
give him a race before the Guineas. 

He had come on extremely well during the winter, 
and presented as handsome a specimen of a thoroughbred 
three<'year/old as anyone could wish to see. I have before 
commented on the weakness of his tail. This was no 
longer so weak as it was, and, in any case, the colt’s 
brilliant showii^ during the season made it amply clear 
that this small physical blemish was not one of any great 
practical moment. The blemish, it must be emphasised, 
was small, and, whether in the paddock or on the course, 
Bahram looked, as indeed he was, a prince. Not even 
a gallant gentleman can be entirely unaware of the 
admiration with which he is surrounded. Bahram had a 
trick, which quickly became known to the race^going 
public, of leaning against a wall with his front legs 
crossed, looking as pleased as Punch with himself. 

Among Bahram’s chief rivals in the Two Thousand 
Guineas were his stable companion. Theft, Bobsleigh, 
Sea Bequest, and Buckleigh. Mr. Fawcett, in his Free 
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Handicap at the end of the previous season, had made 
Bahram ilb. better than Theft, and 4lb. better than 
Bobsleigh. Theft, a month before the Guineas, had had 
the advantage of a race at Newmarket. This was the 
Greenham Plate, which he won from Robin Good/ 
fellow, but I cannot say that I was at all favourably 
impressed with his performance, as I considered that he 
could not have won by any more than he did. Bobsleigh 
was a very handsome chestnut son of Gainsborough and 
Toboggan. He had appeared little on a racecourse the 
previous year, but by his running at Goodwood had 
suggested that he was a very high/class colt. His breeding, 
however, fitted him to be a winner of the St. Leger rather 
than the Two Thousand. He had been going extremely 
well in his training gallops at Newmarket, but not with 
any outstanding trial horses. Being, like Bahram, short 
of racing experience as a three/year/old, it seemed prob/ 
able that he would be backward, being, as it were, in 
point of condition some three weeks behind such horses 
as Theft, Sea Bequest, and Buckleigh. On the other 
hand it could be argued that Bahram and Bobsleigh 
were so far ahead of any of their rivals in ability that 
they would not need to be at their best to win. 

There was a doubt as to this. Buckleigh had created 
a most favourable impression when winning the Craven 
Stakes three weeks previously at Newmarket, and had 
given his trainer complete satisfaction ever since. As 
for Sea Bequest, he had won two races before losing to 
Easton at Lingfield. I did not see the race at Lingfield, 
being away at the Scottish Grand National at the time. 
There was a great diversity of opinion about it among 
those that did. Some were of the opinion that Easton 
had defeated Sea Bequest by as much as he could, while 
others held that he had won with any amount in hand. 
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If the former view were the tight one, then Sea Bequest’s 
chance, the weights being t^en into account, became 
outstanding in the Two Thousand. If not, then he could 
have no chance. Taking comparative form through 
Commander III, who was third at Ungfield, Sea 
Bequest’s chances were good. On the Lingfield showing 
Sea Bequest was about a stone behind Commander III, 
who, on form displayed at Kempton Park, was 7lb. in 
front of Pricket. Thus Sea Bequest was only ylb. 
behind Pricket. I know that if I had a three/year/old in 
the Guineas who was only that much behind a 9st. 
handicapper such as Pricket was, I should consider him 
to have a good chance of winning. 

The betting showed that the race was expected to 
resolve itself into a duel between Bahram and Bob/ 
sleigh. First one led, and then the other, but in the end 
Bobsleigh went down to the start a firm favourite at 
7 to 4. Bahram was second favourite at 7 to 2, and then 
came the Aga Khan’s second string. Theft, at 11 to 2, 
Buckleigh at 8 to i, and Sea Bequest and Robin Good/ 
fellow, whom Theft had defeated in the Greenham Plate, 
at 100 to 7. 

Thus the stage was set for one of the most interesting 
Two Thousand Guineas of recent times — ^interesting, 
because a number of colts were taking part who, the 
previous year, had shown themselves to be very good and 
very close to one another in ability. There was only a 
slight delay at the start of the race, caused by the bad 
behaviour of Apollo. Apollo had been drawn on the 
Stands side of the course, but in the end had to be put 
on the far side, where he could be by himself. Bahram 
and Theft were also drawn on the far side of the course, 
while Bobsle^h was on the Stands side. As soon a^ 
Apollo had come into line, the Held were sent away to 
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a good stait. As the horses were a good distance away, 
and comity towards me stretched across the course, I 
could not SM who was the actual leader for the &st 
quarter of a mile. I was able to make out, however, that 
Bahram and Theft were well placed. Screamer, in the 
same ownership as Buckleigh, was leading on the 
Stands side of the course, and Apollo was about in 
fiont on the far side. Bobsleigh appeared to have dwelt 
at the start. At the top of the Bushes Hill Screamer was 
losing ground, and Buckleigh, though well placed, 
appeared to be running lazily. Halfway down die hill 
the Aga Khan’s colts forged to the front and appeared 
almost certain to win unless Bobsleigh finished very 
fast indeed. This he was unable to do, and the race was 
between Bahram and Theft. Just for a moment Theft 
seemed to be in front, but, as soon as the rising ground 
leading to the winnit^/post was reached, it was certain 
that he would not beat his stable companion. Bahram, 
like the gallant gendeman that he was, stormed up the 
hill, and won in the manner of a great racehorse. Sea 
Bequest stayed on well to keep Bobsleigh out of third 
place. 

The Aga Khan, who was abroad at the dme, did not 
witness this great triumph of his two colts. It was the 
second time that his colours had been successful in the 
Two Thousand Guineas. The first was in 1924, when 
Diophon was the winner. Diophon had been bought, 
but His Highness was both the breeder and owner of 
Bahram. 

He was the breeder and owner also of Mahmoud, a 
two/year/old with a great future who now makes his 
appearance on the racit^ scene. Mahmoud came firom 
one of the Aga Khan’s French studs, being the first 
foal of Mah Mahal, the daughter, by Gainsborough, 
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of Mumtaz Mahal. Mahmoud, who was a light grey 
colt, was sired by Blenheim, the Aga Khan’s Derby 
winner. 

The grey two/year/old’s first race was an unfortunate 
affair. He had been set to run in the Spring Two/Tear/ 
Old Stakes at Newmarket, and started among the 
“others” at 25 to i against. The joint favourites were 
Tetrazone and Windsail. Windsail was troublesome at 
the gate. When the gate at length went up, only some of 
the horses started. Captain Allison at once signalled 
that it was not a start, but the jockeys who were already 
away could not see that, and the man in the middle of 
the course, who should have seen the warning flag, 
apparently took no action to stop the runners. The result 
was that the majority of the field, Mahmoud among 
them, raced on to the winning/post, the Lady Abbess 
filly finishing first and Tetrazone second. As it was no 
start the race had naturally to be tun again. There were 
four starters on this occasion — ^three horses that had been 
left at the gate, and one of those that had completed the 
course after the false start. Mahmoud was not asked to 
run again, ^nd was thus out of the proceedings. He had 
had, nevertheless, a valuable experience of the racecourse 
before Ascot, at which meeting he was due to run a 
month or so later. 

In the meanwhile Bahram, never beaten as a two-year-' 
old, and winner of the Two Thousand Guineas, 
approached the Derby a firm favourite. Among his chief 
opponents were two stable companions. Theft and 
Hairan. Theft and Bahram had met as two/year^olds in 
the National Breeders’ Produce Stakes, when Bahram 
had won by a neck. Theft had been giving him 9lb., so 
on that ft>rm Theft was the better colt. On the other 
hand it was Bahram’s first appearance on a racecourse, 
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Theft having had the advantage of a previous race. The 
two colts never met again until the Two Thousand 
Guineas, when, at level weights, Bahram had confirmed 
his superiority by winning by a length and a half. 
Further, Theft’s breeding, as I have indicated before, 
was not nearly so good as that of Bahram. As for Hairan, 
he was a colt by Fairway out of a good mare, Harpsi-^ 
chord. He suffered only one defeat as a two/year-^old, and 
that was in the Champagne Stakes at Doncaster, where 
the ground was so hard that he could not act on it. His 
only race of the present season was the Newmarket 
Stakes. In this he was easily beaten by Bobsleigh. Frank 
Butters at one time had not intended to train him for the 
Derby, so it may be that his defeat at the hands of Bob/ 
sleigh was to some extent due to his not being as far 
forward in condition as his rival. Even if this were the 
case, he could still have no sort of prospect of defeating 
Bahram in the Derby, for Bahram had been an easy 
winner of the Two Thousand, in which Bobsleigh had 
run only fourth. 

Sea Bequest and Robin Goodfcllow were two other 
notable opponents whom Bahram had defeated over the 
mile of the Two Thousand Guineas. These colts he was 
due to meet again over the mile and a half of the Derby. 
Sea Bequest was a colt by Legatee out of Ocean Light, 
and that is not Derby breeding. Although he had been 
the fittest horse in the Two Thousand, he had been 
unable to nuke any impression on Bahram, coming in 
third, three and a half lengths behind the Aga Khan’s 
colt. Robin Goodfellow’s chances appeared to be even 
less, for he had finished among the “also rans’’ in that 
race. I was decidedly of the opinion at the time that 
Bahram, whether he won or lost the Derby, would finish 
in front of all those colts whom he had beaten before. 
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trainers present gave it as their opinion that the Aga 
Khan would win, and that he might even fill all three 
places with his colts, Bahram, Th^, and Hairan. 

Right up to the eve of the Derby diese three were the 
first three in the betting, usually in the order: Bahram, 
Hairan, Theft. When the field went down to the start. 
Field Trial had supplanted Theft. The betting then 
was: Bahram, favourite at 5 to 4 against; Hairan, 
second favourite at 5 to i; Field Trial, at 9 to 1; and 
Theft and Sea Bequest, at 100 to 8. Fairhaven was 
seventh at 25 to i, and Robin Goodfellow eleventh at 
50 to I. 

The day for the great race dawned wet and cheerless. 
The hill at Epsom Downs presented the appearance of 
a bedraggled and deserted fair ground. About noon, 
however, a break appeared in the leaden skies, and with 
it the showmen, who were soon calling the attention of 
the small gathering present to the attractions of their 
booths. The improvement in the weather continued as 
the day progressed, and by the time that King George 
V and Queen Mary arrived there were the usual high^ 
spirited crowds (somewhat, it is true, reduced in size) 
to greet them. 

The going was ideal. I had expected, after the deluge 
of the morning, that it would be very heavy, but it was, 
if anything, firm rather than soft. When the race was 
being run the sun was shining, and visibility was as 
good as anyone could wish it to be. Though the hills in 
the distance were still somewhat indistinct, the vivid 
green of the course could be clearly seen from the Stands. 

Paddock inspection showed that Field Trial looked 
remarkably fit, as did Fairbairn. Hairan had improved, 
but he still had, as in the past, a somewhat disappointing 
middle piece. As for Bahram himself, he looked fit and 

181 



THE AGA KHAN’S HORSES 

well, if somewhat lighter than I expected. He was 
sweating freely, and was still doing so during the 
parade. But, when he came to canter back to the pad/ 
dock and so to the start, a sudden change seemed to 
come over him. His nervousness was forgotten and he 
moved magnificendy. I have never seen a better mover. 
He stood out by himself like a prince in the canter past 
the Stands. 

There was a pause while the field went down to the 
start, and then Captain Allison sent them away per/ 
fectly at the first attempt. Bahram was well away from 
the gate, and nicely placed during the earlier stages of 
the race. At the end of half a mile First Son, whom 
Field Trial had defeated in the Derby Trial Stakes, was 
leading, followed by Field Trial and Pry II. Bahram 
lay about fifth or sixth, and was going easily. Nearing 
the top of the hill, which leads down into Tattenham 
Corner and the Straight, First Son was still leading, 
followed by Field Trial, Pry II, and Hairan. Behind 
them came Theft, with Bahram, who had now got 
himself into a most awkward situation, trying to squeeze 
through. This there was no room for him to do, and 
Fred Fox, his jockey, began to get anxious. The Aga 
Khan’s first string was going as easily as ever, but Fox 
began to have uncomfortable visions of never being able 
to get the clear run necessary for Bahram to assert his 
superiority. In desperation he shouted to Harry Wragg, 
who was on Theft, in order to draw attention to his 
position. Harry Wragg heard his shout and glanced 
back over his shoulder. Seeing that it was Fox and 
Bahram who were trying to squeeze through, and as he 
was also riding for the Aga Khan, he immediately gave 
way and Bahram moved into the position that might 
have been his. No doubt Bahram, as there was still a 
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mile and a quarter to go, would have found an opporo* 
tunity to escape fiom his unpleasant predicament, but 
there was no doubt that Wragg’s action had relieved a 
situation that appeared to be becoming dangerous. 

At the top of the hill Field Trial took up the runnii^, 
while behind him came First Son. These two were now 
clear of the field, and they maintained this advantage as 
they entered the Straight. Here First Son was beaten, and 
it seemed then that Field Trial would win the race for 
Lord Astor. But Bahram quickly showed that he was a 
force to be reckoned with. Moving effortlessly, the Aga 
Khan’s wonderful and invincible colt simply strode 
past the leader, and went on with the race won. There 
could be no manner of doubt about that, although there 
remained two furlongs to go. The only challenge to his 
supremacy came, somewhat unexpectedly, from Robin 
Goodfcllow, whose chances in the race had not been 
much favoured. Coming with a great run, that colt went 
past Field Trial, but was quite unable to make any sort 
of impression on Bahram. The Aga Khan’s colt passed 
the winning/post two lengths ahead. It was a very long 
time since I had seen so easy a victory in such a great 
race. Field Trial was third, half a length behind Robin 
Goodfellow, and Theft was fourth. Hairan failed to act 
on the course. Sea Bequest, who had run third over the 
mile of the Two Thousand Guineas, was outclassed 
over the longer distance of the Derby. 

There could be no doubt now, if there had been any 
before, about the greatness of Bahram. Five times he had 
run as a two^year^'old, and five times he had been sue/ 
cessful. As a three/year/old he had carried off in effortless 
fashion the first two Classics of the season. Would he also 
succeed in winning the St. Leger, and thus gain the 
Triple Crown, a feat never accomplished since Rock 
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Sand achieved it in 1903! There seemed to be no reason 
why he should not, if he kept fit. He had shown that he 
could go fast, and that he could stay; that he was very 
handy and could act on any course and on any kind 
of going. Fox said: “Bahram goes just as well up hill 
as down hill”. 

Though there had been a stir of excitement among the 
spectators when it was seen that it was Field Trial who 
was leading into the Straight, this quickly died away 
when Bahram took the lead. It was as if everybody was 
saying to himself: “He will win. There was never any 
other possible result.” As a consequence Bahram’s great 
victory was received almost in silence. The popularity of 
the result was only demonstrated when the Aga Khan, 
wearing a silk hat and carrying an umbrella, was seen 
hurrying towards the group of horses and jockeys beyond 
the paddock. Then the cheers were hearty and pro-- 
longed. Afterwards His Majesty King George V sent 
for the Aga Khan, to congratulate him on his second 
Derby win. At a subsequent dinner at Buckingham 
Palace, at which His Highness was the guest of honour, 
Kir^ George proposed the health of the winning owner. 

When the incident during the race, in which Wragg, 
on Theft, had given way to Freddie Fox, on Bahram, 
was brought to the notice of the Stewards, they sum^^ 
moned Wragg to appear before them. They then drew 
his attention to the rule which reads: “Every horse 
which runs in a race shall be run on his merits, whether 
his owner runs another horse in the race or not”. Wragg 
admitted that he had broken the rule and was cautioned. 

Both Bahram and his youthful stable companion, 
Mahmoud, were due to run at Ascot a fortnight later. 
Bahram was the first to appear, being entered in the St. 
James’s Palace Stakes, run over a mile on the first day 
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Nevertheless huge aowds tur^ up to see W great 
Bahrain, now becoming something ot * [^ 2 ****t » 

None of his opponents in the valuable St. James s 
Palace Stakes was seriously backed to beat the apparently 
invincible Guineas and Derby winner. Bahram started 
favourite at odds of 8 to i on, the best backed of his 


rivals bcii^ Portfolio, at loo to 7 against. The Aga 
Khan’s colt ran his usual lazy race, refusing to do any 
more than was absolutely necessary, and won, without 
ever being in danger, by a length. Portfolio was second 
and Rosecr^ third, four lengths behind the second. 

Mahmoud made his appearance on the racecourse 
two days later. The weather was still unpleasant and the 
going heavier than ever. He was due to tun over five fur<' 
longs in the New Stakes, one of the most important races 
of the season for two/year.'olds. The favourite was the 
Bossover colt, who started at 4 to i against. Mahmoud 
was sixth in the betting at 10 to i. The Aga Khan’s colt 
showed that this was an understatement of his ability by 
finishing third to Bossover. Allensford was second. 

In the Exeter Stakes, tun a fortnight later at New/ 
market, Mahmoud met an old opponent in Vanbrugh, 
who had been fifth in the New Stakes. Vanbrugh was 
asked to give the Aga Khan’s colt 4lb., so the latter’s 
chance of finishing in front of him seemed outstanding. 
Mahmoud started favourite at ii to 10 against, and 
Vanbrugh was second favourite at 5 to 2. Soon after 
the “off” the Aga Khan’s grey colt was leading, and 
going easily. This posidon he retained throughout the 
race. A furlong from the finish Vanbrugh challenged 
but could make no real impression, and the grey colt 
won with ease and in the style of a very fast horse. 
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After seeing this performance of Mahmoud I was of 
the opinion that he was probably the best two^year/old 
of the season, and that, if Ascot had come after this race 
instead of ^fore, the speedy grandson of Mumtaz 
Mahal would have won there with ease, instead of 
running third to the Bossover colt. This latter opinion 
was substantiated when the two colts met at Doncaster 
in the Champagne Stakes, but before that Mahmoud 
was set to run in the Richmond Stakes at Goodwood. 

In the Richmond Stakes he was meeting Vanbrugh 
for the third time. At Newmarket, when he beat that 
colt by three lengths, he had been receiving 4lb. from 
him. On this occasion he was asked to give him plb. 
Vanbrugh was thus meeting the grey colt on islb. 
better terms, and islb. is a lot for a three lengths beating. 
Nevertheless I had been so impressed with Mahmoud’s 
showing on the previous occasion that I fully expected 
him to win. 

He went down to the start the favourite at 2 to i 
against, while Vanbrugh shared second place in the bet^' 
ting with another horse at 4 to i. In spite of the changed 
weights Mahmoud beat his rival more easily than ever. 
The distance this time was four lengths, the pair being 
separated by Confession Boy. 

And so to the great September meeting at Doncaster, 
at which the St. Leger is run! Both Mahmoud and 
Bahram were due to appear, the former in the Cham/* 
pagne Stakes, the latter in the St. Leger itself. Mahmoud 
was the first to go into action. He was due to meet for 
the second time the Bossover colt. It was generally agreed 
that one or the other of them was the best of his age, but 
opinions were very divided as to which it was. In spite 
or Bossover’s victory over Mahmoud at Ascot, and a 
subsequent good viaory at Sandown Park, I was of the 

186 



MAHMOUD 






THE TRIPLE CROWN 

opinion that the Aga Khan’s speedy grey colt would 
win. This appeared all the more likely in that Bossover 
had to be taken out of the Gimcrack Stakes at York, on 
account of a fit of coughing which attacked him a 
days before the race. The York Meeting had taken place 
so recently before that at Doncaster, that it scarcely 
seemed probable that he could have fully recovered. 

The betting on the Champagne Stakes, one of the 
great races of the season for two/year/olds, centred itself 
about Mahmoud and Bossover. Mahmoud was finally 
nude favourite at 13 to 8, and his rival was at 15 to 8. 
From a good start the Aga Khan’s colt was the first 
into his bit, and was soon making the running. At half/ 
way he was sdll in front and going easily. The Bossover 
colt, who had got away indifferently, had recovered his 
ground well and was now close to Mahmoud, the pair 
being separated by Abjer. The race lay between these 
three, the rest of the field having faded away. A furlong 
from the finish Abjer swerved on to the Bossover colt 
and squeezed him for room. This did not, in my 
opinion, affect that colt’s chances of catching Mahmoud, 
for he was under extreme pressure at the time. He was 
able to make no impression on the grey grandson of the 
flying Mumtaz Mahal, and neither was Abjer. Mah^ 
moud won by three-^quarters of a length from Abjer, 
with Bossover third, two lengths behind the second. No 
doubt Bossover was not at his best after his recent attack 
of coughing, but Mahmoud had won in the manner of 
a most promising colt, and one, moreover, who even 
now could be still further improved. 

Among the chief of Bahram’s prospective opponents 
in the St. Leger were Solar Ray, Buckleigh, Field Trial, 
and Hairan, his stable companion. Solar Ray had given 
every satisfaction to his trainer, but his record could not 
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compare with that of Bahram. Buckleigh was the un/ 
known quantity of the race, and if the pre^'eminence of 
the princely Bahram was to be challenged, Buckleigh 
appeared to be the most likely source of danger. This 
colt might be anything. He had won the Craven Stakes 
early in the season in the manner of a very good horse. 
He then ran disappointingly in the Two Thousand 
Guineas, but after that race was found to have broken 
down. A son of Sansovino, he could, like so many 
other Sansovinos, give of his best only when the going 
was soft. His trainer had had an anxious time with him, 
because of the firm going that was the rule prior to the 
St. Leger. Rain had recently fallen in the Doncaster 
distria and elsewhere, but it was doubtful whether it 
had come soon enough to affect his chances favourably. 
Field Trial had been easily defeated in the Derby by 
Bahram. At one time I had thought that, by the time 
of the St. Leger, he might be a better colt than the 
Aga Khan’s. But the hard going that had obtained 
throughout the summer had been against him. His 
owner. Lord Astor, was also running Flash Bye in 
the great Doncaster Classic. 

As for Hairan, an unfortunate accident on the eve of 
the race prevented his running. Freddie Fox, the stable 
jockey, who had already ridden Bahram to victory in 
the Two Thousand Guineas and the Derby, and was, 
of course, to be given the chance of completing the hat 
trick on him in the St. Leger, shortly before that race 
took the ride on Sheldrake in the Stand Selling Handi^ 
cap. As the field swung into the Straight, Sheldrake was 
seen to fall, throwing Fox heavily. To the consternation 
of those watching. Fox lay still on the ground. There 
was a rush to his assistance, and he was brought back to 
the Stands in an ambulance. There it was found that he 
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had broken no bones, but was suffering feom concussion. 
He was taken to a nursing home, and it was many days 
before he was well enough to leave it and go by air to 
his home in Berkshire. It was announced later in the 
afternoon of the accident that he would not be able to 
take the ride on Bahram. As a result Smirke, who had 
been engaged for Hairan, was given the ride on the Aga 
Khan’s first string. 

Not even this last minute loss of his usual jockey 
appeared likely to affect Bahram’s chances of winning. 
He stood out head and shoulders above his contemn 
poraries, and, as I remarked before, there seemed no 
reason why he should be beaten provided he kept fit. 
Would he be sufficiently fit by the time of the race? In 
the middle of August, a week after he had been put into 
training for the St. Leger, he fell a victim to a coughing 
epidemic which attacked stables in widely separated 
areas. But for this, he would have had a race at Hurst 
Park to liven him up. As it was, it was only two weeks 
before the St. Leger that he could be given a rousing 
gallop. 

The confidence of the public in him remained un/ 
shaken. He always led in the betting, and went down to 
the start the hottest St. Leger favourite — ^at ii to 4 on — 
for thirty/five years. Field Trial was second favourite at 
9 to I against, although why he should have been 
backed at all I do not know, for if ever there was a colt 
who wanted soft going it was Field Trial. The going 
during the summer had been firm, and the recent rain 
had made no appreciable difference to it. 

Paddock inspection showed Bahram to be the hand" 
somest of the field. He was also the fittest, notwithstand" 
ii^ the attack of coughing that had interfered with his 
training. Field Trial had been another victim of the 
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epidemic. After Bahram I liked Buckleigh best, but it 
was certain that he would be short of work, on account 
of the firm going that had obtained during his training. 
There was much also to admire about Solar Ray, a true 
son of Solario, a former winner of the St. Leger. 

There was a long delay at the start before the Held got 
away together. Bahram was well away, and remained 
well placed throughout the earlier stages of the race. 
When the Straight was reached the field was led by 
Lord Astor’s runners. Field Trial and Flash Bye. 
Bahram lay within easy striking distance of the leaders. 
Solar Ray was well placed, but Buckleigh was some/ 
thing like a hundred yards behind the leaders and 
appeared to have broken down, so badly was he going. 
Shortly after the Straight had been entered Flash Bye 
was beaten, and Bahram then came out and joined his 
Derby rival. Field Trial. After a brief struggle the Aga 
Khan’s magnificent colt came out into the lead alone, 
more than two furlongs from the winning/post. There 
appeared to be no danger to him then, save possibly 
ftom Solar Ray, who had overtaken Field Trial. But as 
soon as Smirke saw Solar Ray coming he just shook 
Bahram, and that was the end of Solar Ray’s chances. 
The Aga Khan’s colt drew away, ridden by only hands 
and heels, and won by five lengths — ^the longest five 
lengths that ever I saw. It would not have surprised me 
in the least if the judge had given the distance as ten 
lengths, so easily did he win. Buckleigh, who had made 
up a lot of ground in the Straight, was third. 

Bahram had thus carried his owner’s colours to sue/ 
cess for the third time in the St. Leger. The two former 
winners for the Aga Khan of this great race were 
Salmon Trout in 1924 and Firdaussi in 1932. Bahram 
had also won all three Classics for the first time since 
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1 903 1 when Rock Sand accomplished that feat. I consider 
that he was a better colt than Rock Sand. Perhaps the 
best measure of Bahram*s enormous reputation after the 
St. Leger was the fact that, at a fee of 500 guineas, his 
stud book immediately after that race was full up for the 
next three years. 

In the valuable and important Middle Park Stakes, 
run at Newmarket in the middle of October, Mahmoud 
was set to meet a couple of old rivals in Abjer and the 
Bossover colt. In the Champagne Stakes, which took 
place before the St. Leger at the Doncaster Meeting, 
Mahmoud had finished in front of Abjer, with the 
Bossover colt, who had but recently recovered from an 
attack of coughing, third. It seemed but reasonable to 
suppose that the Aga Khan’s colt would win again. 
He was, however, badly away from the start of the 
Middle Park Stakes, losing several lengths to Abjer and 
Bossover. He rapidly recovered his lost ground — perhaps 
too rapidly. Coming into the Dip he was in front. The 
effort appeared to cost him too much. Soon afterwards 
he was passed by Abjer and the Bossover colt, the 
former winning from Bossover by two lengths. Mahmoud 
was third, beaten by a head by Bossover. 

Even after this somewhat unfortunate defeat I was still 
inclined to consider the Aga Khan’s colt the best of 
his ^e, though I doubted whether he would ever be a 
stayer. Be that as it may, his record as a two^year^'old, 
though not as brilliant as that of the great Bahram, was 
sufficiently impressive. After being the victim of a false 
start in his first race, the Spring Stakes at Newmarket, 
he had run third to the Bossover colt at Ascot. He had 
then won at the Newmarket First July Meeting, and at 
Goodwood. In the Champagne Stakes at Doncaster he 
had secured his third consecutive victory, turning the 
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tables on the Bossover colt, who had been third, Abjer 
separating the pair. In his final appearance of the season, 
in the Middle Park Stakes, after a poor start he had 
gained third place, losing to Abjer and the Bossover colt. 
He thus had to his credit, out of six races, three firsts 
and two thirds. This promise he amply fulfilled as a 
threc/year/old. 

Thanks principally to Bahram and Mahmoud, the 
Aga Khan found himself for the sixth time at the head 
of the list of Leading Owners. Bahram’s earnings in 
stakes money amounted to the huge total of 3 1,328, 
while those of Mahmoud were jr$,092. Theft followed 
these two with a total of ^2,500. In all, the amount 
credited to the Aga Khan by his thirteen winners was 
^49,302. 
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IVinners 

Races 

Won 

Value 

1 

H.H. The Aga Khan 

13 

23 

49,302 

Sir Abe Bailey 

19 

29 

23,328 

Lord Derby 

15 

26 

18,689 

Mr. Martin Benson 

4 

8 

12,546 

Lord Astor 

10 

12 

11,358 

Mr. Marshall Field 

5 

7 

10,880 

Miss D. Paget 

7 

II 

10,325 

Lord Stanley 

I 

5 

9,188 

Lord Woolavington (the 
late) 

6 

II 

8,413 

Mr. John A. Dewar 

9 

16 

8,139 

Lord Glanely 

10 

13 

7,601 

M. Pierre Wertheimer 

I 

I 

7,397 
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DETAILS OF BAHRAM’S RACES IN 1935 


Newmarket — May 1 

The Two Thousand Guineas Stakes of 100 sovs. each, 
with 2,000 guineas added; for entire colts and fillies 
foaled in 1932; the owner of the second to receive 10 
per cent and the owner of the third 5 per cent of the 
whole stakes. One mile. (Aaual value to witiner 
^ 9 , 119 .) 

Bahram (The Aga Khan), 9st. F. Fox i 

Theft (The Aga Khan), 9st. G. Richards 2 

Sea Bequest, 9st. E. Smith 3 

Also Ran: — Bobsleigh, 9st. (Perryman), Apollo, s>st. 
(H. Beasley), BucMeigh, 9st. (A. Wr^g), Screamer, 
9st. (G. Nicoll), Fairbairn, 9st. (C. Smirke), Conse^* 
quential, 9st. (R. Jones), Robin Goodfellow, 9st. 
(Weston), Bouldnor, 9st. (H. Jelliss), Plymouth 
Sound, 9st. (R. Dick), Powerful Prince, 9st. (Nevett), 
Desert Cloud, 9st. (H. Wragg), Marmaduke Jinks, 
9St. (Rook), Auf Wiedersehen, 9st. (Lane). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 7 to 4 against Bobsleigh, 7 to 2 Bah'^ 
ram, ii to 2 Theft, 8 to i Buckleigh, 100 to 7 each 
Sea Bequest and Robin Goodfellow, 20 to i Desert 
Cloud, 33 to I each Consequential and Screamer, 
50 to I each against the others. 

Won by a length and a half; two lengths separated 
second and ^ird. Bobsleigh was fourth, and Auf 
Wiedersehen last. 
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Epsom— June 5 

The 152nd Renewal of the Derby Stakes of 100 sovs. 
each, with 3,000 sovs. added, for entire colts and fillies 
foaled in 1932; the owner of the second to receive 10 
per cent and the owner of the third 5 per cent of the 
whole stakes; the breeder of the winner to receive 500 
sovs. out of the stakes. About one mile and a half. 
(Actual value to winner ^^9,216.) 

Bahram (The Aga Khan), pst. F. Fox i 

Robin Goodfellow (Sir Abe Bailey), pst. 

T. Weston 2 

Field Trial (Lord Astor), pst. R. Dick 3 

Also Ran: — Theft (The Aga Khan), pst. (H. Wragg), 
Fairhaven, pst. (Perryman), Sea Bequest, pst. (E. 
Smith), Hairan (The Aga ]^an), pst. (G. Richards), 
Assignation, pst. (S. Donoghue), Fairbairn, pst. (C. 
Smirke), First Son, pst. (R. Jones), Peaceful Walter, 
pst. (D. Smith), Screamer, pst. (A. Wragg), Japetus, 
pst. (Lane), Pry II, pst. (Beary), Barberry, pst. (S. 
Smith), St. Botolph, pst. (H. Beasley). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 5 to 4 against Bahram, 5 to i Hairan, 
9 to I Field Trial, 100 to 8 each Sea Bequest and 
Theft, 100 to 6 Assignation, 25 to i each Japetus, 
Fairhaven, and First Son, 40 to i Fairbairn, 50 to i 
each Robin Goodfellow, Screamer, and Pry II, 
100 to I Peaceful Walter, 200 to i each against the 
others. 

Won by two lengths; half a length separated second and 
third. Theft was fourth, and St. Botolph last. 
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Ascot— June i 8 

The St. James’s Palace Stakes of lOo sovs. each, with 
1,000 sovs. added for the winner, 400 sovs. f>r the 
second, and 200 sovs. for the third. For three/year/olds. 
One mile. (Actual value to winner 

Bahram (The Aga Khan), 9st. F. Fox i 

Portfolio, 8st. 7lb. R. Dick 2 

Rosecri^, 9st. £. Smith 3 

Also Ran: — Zingaro, 8st. 7lb. (Weston), Fresh Fox, 
8st. 7lb. (Beary). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 8 to i on Bahram, 100 to 7 against 
Portfolio, 100 to 6 each Rosecrag and Zingaro, 3 3 to 
1 against Fresh Fox. 

Won by a length; four lengths separated second and 
third. Zingaro was fourth. 


' Doncaster — September 11 

The St. Leger Stakes of 100 sovs. each, with 4,000 sovs. 
added, for entire colts and fillies foaled in 1932; the 
owner of the second to receive 10 per cent and the 
owner of the third 5 per cent of the whole stakes; the 
breeder of the winner to receive 500 sovs. out of the 
stakes. One mile and three-quarters. (Actual value to 
winner 

Bahram (The Aga Khan), 9st. C. Smirke i 
Solar Ray, 9st. Sirett 2 

Buckleigh, 9st. H. Wragg 3 
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Also Ran: — Plassy, 9st. (Perryman), Fairbairn, 9st. (G. 
Richards), Field Trial, 9st. (R. Dick), Pry II, 9st. 
(Weston), Flash Bye, 9st. (R. Jones). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 1 1 to 4 on Bahram, 9 to i against Field 
Trial, 10 to i Fairbairn, 100 to 6 each Plassy and Solar 
Ray, 25 to I Buckleigh, 33 to i Flash Bye, 100 to i 
i^ainst Pry II. 

Won by five lengths; three lengths separated second and 
third. Plassy was fourth, and Flash Bye last. 
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Newmarket — May 1 $ 

The Spring Two-'Ycar^Old Stakes of 3 sovs. each, with 
200 sovs. added; second to receive 75 sovs. and third 
25 sovs. out of the stakes. Five furlongs. (Actual value 
to winner ^(^1,124.) 

Windsail, pst. 2lb. Perryman i 

Master Jinks, 8st. lolb. S. Donoghue 2 

Maple Tree, 8st. lolb. Carslake 3 

Also Ran: — Outlier, 8st. 7lb. (Weston), Tetrazone, 
9st. 51b. (E. Smith), Squadron Castle, 8st. lolb. 
(Dines), Concordat, 8st. lolb. (R. Dick), Scyllias, 
8st. lolb. (Rawles), Sentinel, 8st. lolb. (R. Jones), 
Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), 8st. lolb. (F. Fox), 
Sable Marten, 8st. lolb. (H. Beasley), Belle Ferron-' 
niere, 8st. lolb. (C. Smirke), Sir Amos, 8st. lolb. 
(P. Beasley), Mainspring, 8st. 7lb. (A. Wragg), 
Irenia, 8st. 7lb. (S. Wragg), Lady Abbess, 8st. ylb. 
(H. Wragg). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 7 to 4 each against Tetrazone and 
Windsail, 100 to 9 each Maple Tree and Lady 
Abbess, 100 to 8 each Concordat and Master Jinks, 
100 to 6 Mainspring, 25 to i each against the others. 

Won by eight lengths; a short head separated second and 
third. There was a false start, and only the placed 
horses and Outlier took part in the actual race. All 
the original runners came under the starter’s orders. 
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The New Stakes of lo sovs. each, with i,ooo sovs. 
added for the winner, 200 sovs. for the second, and 
100 sovs. for the third; for two/year/olds. Five fur-’ 
lor^s. (Actual value to winner ^2,fi20.) 

Bossover (Miss Ps^et), 9st. S. Donoghue i 

Allensford, pst. Lowrey 2 

Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), pst. F. Fox 3 

Also Ran: — ^Reproof, pst. (H. Wragg), Vanbrugh, pst. 
(G. Richards), Tetrazone, pst. (E. Smith), Monastic 
Haste, pst. (R. Jones), Mendicant Friar, pst. (Weston), 
Carioca, pst. (C. Smirke), Grand Duke, pst. (Perry-' 
man), Vancouver, pst. (A. Wragg), Blue Train, pst. 
(C. Elliott), Desert Night, pst. (Caldwell), Rich/ 
mond Gem, pst. (G. Nicoll), Copperfield, pst. (J. 
Marshall), Bultoi, pst. (Beary), Dennis Blink, pst. 
(Carslake), Fourth Estate, pst. (T. Burns). 

Starting Prices : — 4 to i against Bossover, p to 2 Van-' 
brugh, 5 to I Desert Night, 6 to i Mendicant Friar, 
8 to I Allensford, 10 to i Mahmoud, 100 to 8 Tetra/ 
zone, lOO to 7 Grand Duke, 20 to i Reproof, 33 to i 
each against the others. 

Won by half a length; three lengths separated second and 
third. Reproof was fourth, and Fourth Estate last. 


Newmarket— July 4 

The Exeter Stakes of 20 sovs. each, with 300 sovs. 
added; for two-'year-’olds; second to receive 100 sovs. 
and third 50 sovs. Six furlongs. (Actual value to 
winner 

Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), 8st. 12 lb. F. Fox i 
Vanbrugh, pst. alb. G. Richards 2 

Hesper, 8st. plb. S. Donoghue 3 
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Ako Ran:— Cash, 8st. lalb. (R. Jones), Pizarro, 8st. 
lalb. (A. Wragg), Pendulum, 8st. plb. (Gethin), 
Scyllias, 8st. lalb. (Weston), Bultoi, 8st. lalb. (J. 
Childs), Solar Mi^net, 8st. lalb. (£. Smitl^, 
Simonetta, 8st. 9lb. (Rawles), Heraldry II, 8st. lalb. 
(Lowrey). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — ii to lo against Mahmoud, 5 to a 
Vanbrugh, 7 to 2 Pizarro, 10 to i Hesper, 20 to i 
against the others. 

Won by three lengths; a length separated second and 
third. Cash was fourth, and Heriddry II last. 

Goodwood— July 50 

The Richmond Stakes of 3 sovs. each, with 500 sovs. 
added; for two/year/olds; second to receive 200 sovs. 
and the third 100 sovs. out of the stakes. Six furloi^. 
(Actual value to winner ;()i,562.) 

Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), pst. ylb. F. Fox i 
Confusion Boy, 8st. 7lb. C. Smirke 2 

Vanbrugh, 8st. lalb. G. Richards 3 

Also Ran:— Reproof, 8st. 7lb. (H. Wragg), Pike Barn, 
9st. 7lb. (Lowrey), Bultoi, 8st. 8lb. (J. Childs), 
Grand Duke, 8st. 7lb. (Perryman), Severino, 8st. 7lb. 
(Weston), Blandonian, 8st. 7lb. (R. Jones), Fearless 
Fox, 8st. 7lb. (E. Smith),Rookwood,8st.7lb.(Lane). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 2 to i against Mahmoud, 4 to i each 
Vanbrugh and Reproof, 5 to i Confession Boy, 100 
to 8 each Grand Duke and Pike Barn, 20 to i Fear/ 
less Fox, 3 3 to I each against the others. 

Won by a length; three lengths separated second and 
third. Reproof was fourth, and Rookwood last. 
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Doncaster — September lo 

The Champagne Stakes of 5 sovs. each, with 1,000 sovs. 
added; for two/year^olds; second to receive 200 sovs. 
and third 100 sovs. out of the stakes. Six furloi^. 
(Actual value to winner 

Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), 9st. F. Fox i 

Abjer (M. Boussac), pst. £. Elliott 2 

Bossover (Miss Paget), 9st. S. Donoghue 3 

Also Ran: — Veuve Clicquot, 8st. nib. (Lane), His 
Grace, 9st. (Sirett), Black Speck, 9st. (Weston), 
Squadron Castle, 9st. (Dines), Vanbrugh, 9st. (G. 
Richards), Bonspiel, 9St. (R. Jones), Lady Abbess, 
8 st. nib. (H. Wra^g), Bold Encounter, 9st. (E. 
Smith). 

Winner trained by Frank Butters at Newmarket. 

Starting Prices: — 13 to 8 against Mahmoud, 15 to 8 
Bossover, 8 to i Black Speck, 9 to i Abjer, 100 to 8 
Squadron Castle, 100 to 6 Veuve Clicquot, 33 to i 
each against the others. 

Won by three^'quarters of a length; two lengths separated 
second and third. Veuve Clicquot was fourth, and 
Bold Encounter last. 

Newmarket — October 17 

The Middle Park Stakes of 30 sovs. each, with 1,000 
sovs. added; for two/year/olds; second to receive 10 
^ cent and third 5 per cent of the whole stakes. Six 
furlongs. (Actual value to winner ;{)3,208.) 

Abjer (M. Boussac), 9st. £. Elliott i 

Bossover (Miss Paget), 9st. G. Richards 2 

Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), 9st. C. Smirke 3 
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Also Ran:— Midstream, 9St. (Perryman), Zelmos, 9st. 
(Weston), Daytona, 9st. (E. Smith), Carioca, 9st. 
(Carslake), Squadron Castle, 9st. (Dines), His 
Grace, 9st. (Sirett), Bonspeil, 9st. (R. Jones), Than/ 
kerton, 9st. (F. Wadsworth), Flares, 9st. (J. Childs), 
St. Magnus, 9st. (H. Jelliss). 

Starting Prices: — ii to 8 against Mahmoud, 5 to i Mid/ 
stream, 7 to i each Daytona and Bossover, 8 to i 
Abjer, 100 to 8 Carioca, 100 to 6 His Grace, 33 to i 
each against the others. 

Won by two lei^ths; a head separated second and third. 
Midstream was fourth, and St. Magnus last. 
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THE DERBY AGAIN 

I WAS very disappointed in Mahmoud when I saw 
him in the paddock at Newbury before the Green/ 
ham Plate, the first race of the season in which the 
good/class three/year/olds take part. He did not 
appear to me to have grown since the previous autumn. 
Indeed I doubted whether he were as big. Nevertheless, 
although he had to carry the big weight of pst. 4lb., and 
give away weight all round, I could not, on last year’s 
form, see anything in the race that was likely to beat 
him. He had undoubtedly been one of the last season’s 
best two/year/olds. The most likely source of danger to 
him appeared to me to be Noble King, who, though 
he had run only once the previous year, on form 
through Veuve Clicquot appeared to hold a chance. 
Veuve Clicquot had run fourth to Mahmoud in the 
Champagne Stakes. 

The Creenham Plate was a race that had, in the past, 
been won by horses who had subsequently built up great 
names for themselves on the Turf. One such was J^noru 
who later won the Derby for King Edward VII. On 
thq other hand horses who, the season before, had been 
considered to be the best of their age had failed badly in 
this race, showing themselves not to be Classic runners, 
whatever may have been thought of them as two/year/ 
olds. Such a one appeared to be Mahmoud, for he 
failed badly to stay die mile over which the race was 
run. At the six furlong mark he seemed to stand a 
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chance of winning, but then faded away completely, 
finally coming in fifth to Noble King. 

This disappointing showing made the Aga Khan’s 
colt’s chances of succeeding over the mile of the Two 
Thousand Guineas, in which he was due to tun, 
appear small. Among his rivals were Bala Hissar, in 
the same ownership, Daytona, Thankerton, Pay Up, 
and Rhodes Scholar. Bala Hissar, a colt by Blandford 
out of Voleuse, had run twice as a two/year/old. His 
first race was the Buckenham Post Produce Stakes at 
Newmarket, when he had run second out of two. His 
second race was the Dewhurst Stakes, also at New-' 
market, which he had won, but not in very impressive 
style. As a threc/year/old he had run once before the 
Two Thousand Guineas. This was in the Craven 
Stakes. Carrying top weight with Daytona and Wynd-' 
ham, he had finished fifth. Daytona was third. Daytona, 
at the changed weights, seemed certain to beat not only 
Bala Hissar but all the other horses that he had met in 
the Craven Stakes who were entered in the Two 
Thousand. Pay Up was handicapped at the end of the 
previous season 151b. behind Daytona, and that is a lot. 
He then wbn the Free Handicap with at least lolb. in 
hand, if not more, so that he was, on his form as a threes 
year-'old, not much behind Daytona. He was, further, 
very forward in condition — ^probably more so than the 
other. When all these factors were taken into account. 
Pay Up and Daytona seemed likely to be much the same 
animal. In addition to Pay Up, Manton was represented 
by Rhodes Scholar, who hardly seemed fit enough to 
be a winner of the Two Thousand Guineas. 

As it seemed improbable that Mahmoud, on his 
disappointing form at Newbury, would stay a mile, 1 
expected that either Pay Up or Daytona would provide 
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the Avinner. Of the two 1 preferred the chances of Pay 
Up, as 1 expected him to be the fitter. At the start of the 
race Daytoiu was the favourite at 9 to a against, fbh 
lowed by Pay Up at ii to 2 , Abjer at 6 to i, Bala 
Hissar at 8 to i, and Mahmoud and Boswell at 100 to 
8. For a long time Bala Hissar had been second favourite 
in the betting. The reason for his being better backed 
than Mahmoud was that, in a gallop with the grey colt 
and Hairan two days before the Two Thousand, he had 
shown to the better advantage. 

I Uked the looks of Mahmoud in the paddock before 
the race, but still doubted whether he would stay the 
course. Rhodes Scholar was obviously short of work. 
Pay Up looked the fittest horse of the field. Daytona did 
not impress me. He was too much up in the air to be a 
really good colt. 

There was a delay at the start caused chiefly by Mah^ 
moud, who refused to face the tapes. At lei^h he was 
turned round the right way, but several lengths behind 
them. Captain Allison, the starter, took his chance, and 
sent the field away to a good start, save for the Aga Khan’s 
colt, who lost several lengths. Approaching die Bushes 
most of the runners were stretched in a line across the 
course, with Thankerton j ust leading. As they approached 
the Dip Mahmoud had come through his field and held 
an excellent chance of winning. Pay Up was prominent 
and going well, but Daytona and Bala Hissar had fellen 
back beaten. As the hill leading to the winning-post was 
reached. Pay Up was just ahead of Mahmoud. Rhodes 
Scholar, who had caught Thankerton and seemed to 
have overcome him, was catchii^ the leading pair fast. 
But the rising ground and his want of condition beat 
him, and he M back. About a hundred yards fi:om the 
winning/post the race developed into a desperate duel 
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between Mahmoud and Pay Up. For a strides the 
Aga Khan’s colt held the lead, but in the end the other 
struggled first past the winning/'post, gaining the verdict 
by a short head. Thankerton was third, but in my 
opinion Rhodes Scholar was third best, his rider drop/ 
ping his hands when close to the winnii^/post. 

^hmbud had stayed far better than I, and indeed 
most people, had expected. Steve Donoghue had been 
given instructions to “ride him for speed”, as it was con/ 
sidered that only by nursing him most carefully would 
he last the mile of the Two Thousand Guineas. 
Accordingly Donoghue had ridden a waiting race, 
allowii^ Bala Hissar, for the first six furlongs or so, to 
act as pacemaker. When that colt fell back beaten 
Donoghue found himself forced to abandon his nursing 
tacdcs sooner than he wished. 

Though Mahmoud had lasted the course better than 
was expected, nevertheless it was touch and go towards 
the end. What chance could he have then over the mile 
and a half of the Derby, due to be run a month later} 
Could his stamina be so improved in a month’s time 
that he would be able to last the course at Epsomi 
The betting recorded the day after the Two Thousand 
Guineas suggested that he would not. Though there 
were quotations about ten of his probable opponents 
there, his name was passed over in silence. It appeared 
for the first time in a list issued four days later, when 
contemptuous odds of 15 to i were talked about his 
chances of winning. 

He was due to meet a number of old “Guineas” 
opponents. Amoi^ them were Boswell, Pay Up, 
Thankerton, and Bala Hissar. Boswell was trained by 
Boyd/Rochfbrt, whose stable had been recently in 
exceptionally good form. The colt had tun badly in the 
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Two Thousand, finishing nowhere, but nevertheless I 
considered him to have an excellent chance of winning. 
He was certain to stay, since he was by Bosworth. 

The Aga Khan’s colt, Bala Hissar, had been placed 
by Mr. Fawcett at the head of his Free Handicap at the 
end of the previous season, but, like many other people, 
I have never known why he was placed there. He had 
run in but two races as a two^year/old, being beaten by 
his only opponent in the first and gaining an uncon/ 
vindng victory in the second. As a three^'year^old he had 
run three times. In his first race, the Craven Stakes at 
Newmarket, he had finished fifth. In his second, the 
Guineas, he finished nearer last than first. Finally, at 
Haydock Park, he beat three unknown animals by many 
lengths. No conclusion could be drawn from such a 
victory. He had, in short, no chance of winnii^ any 
Derby. 

Thankerton had run second over a mile and a half in 
the Vase at Chester to the Aga Khan’s colt, Taj Akbar, 
who was also representing his owner in the Derby. A 
short time before the Chester encounter Thankerton had 
had a hard race in the Two Thousand Guineas, in 
which he had finished third. He had probably not fully 
recovered when he ran at Chester. Nevertheless Taj 
Akbar was likely to be just the better colt. 

Taj Akbar was by Fairway, out of Taj Shirin. Fair/ 
way was by Phalaris, and that breed, good as it is, has 
never shown its best form over the course at Epsom. As 
a two/year/old Taj Akbar had run three times, without 
winning. Before the Derby, as a three/year/old, he had 
made three appearances on the racecourse. In the first he 
was beaten by Convert at Kempton Park. He then 
defeated Rhodes Scholar, who had been scratched from 
the Derby, in a close race at Epsom. Finally, as already 
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mentioned, he won the Vase at Chester fi:om Thanker^' 
ton. 

If I were correct in my view that Thankerton had 
probably not recovered from the Guineas when Taj 
Akbar defnted him at Chester, then Pay Up, the 
Guineas winner and favourite for the Derby, appeared 
to be a better colt than Taj Akbar. For Taj Akbar, by 
defeating a not fully recovered Thankerton, showed 
himself to be but a litde ahead of that colt, whereas Pay 
Up had finished far ahead of Thankerton in the Two 
Thousand Guineas. On the other hand Pay Up was 
the fittest horse in the Two Thousand, but would 
scarcely be likely to hold the same advanu^e in con/ 
dition over his rivals in the Derby. Nor was I entirely 
convinced that he would stay the mile and a half at 
Epsom. I did not, therefore, expect him to repeat his 
success in the Two Thousand. 

And what of Mahmoud? He had run six times as a 
two/year/old. After being unplaced in his first race, 
which had been a mass of trouble from start to finish, 
he had had three first and two thirds to his credit. As a 
three/year/old he had run fifth in the Greenham Plate at 
Newbury, and second in the Two Thousand Guineas. 
He could not have been considered a stayer when he 
ran in the latter, for he was waited with by Donoghue, 
and even then did not quite stay home over the mile at 
Newmarket. It seemed inconceivable that his stamina 
should have been so improved in the interval that he 
would stay the mile and a half at Epsom. Frank Butters 
believed that Mahmoud’s stable companion, Taj Akbar, 
would outstay him. 

The conditions for the great race were excellent. The 
light was good and the afternoon not too warm. The 
goii^, however, was very firm. Pay Up, winner of the 
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Two Thousand, who had been favourite for a long rime 
in the anti/post bettii^, remained so to the end. Taj 
Akbar started second favourite at 6 to i, and then came 
Noble King and Boswell at 9 to i, Abjer and Mahmoud 
at 100 to 8, and Bala Hissar, whose chances had long 
been preferred in the anti/post betting to those of 
Mahmoud, at 100 to 6. 

There was some slight delay at the start. At the first 
attempt one of the horses tried to anticipate the start, and 
Captain Allison recalled the field. Abjer then became 
troublesome, refusing to go near any of the other horses, 
and there was a commotion on the far side of the course, 
during which Thankerton was kicked. However the 
field at last came into line again, and Captain Allison 
got them away to a perfect start. 

Soon after the “off” Carioca was the leading horse, 
followed by a group which included Pay Up, the 
favourite, Boswell, and Abjer. At the top of the hill 
Carioca was still in front, but followed now by the Aga 
Khan’s colt Bala Hissar. Mahmoud lay about eighth or 
ninth, conspicuous because he was a grey colt, rather 
than because he seemed to hold any chance of winning. 
Coming down the hill Thankerton, the third in the Two 
Thousand Guineas, suddenly shot into the lead, his 
jockey riding him as though the winning post were at 
hand. He was well clear of the field at the bottom of the 
hill, while Bala Hissar was still second. Boswell was then 
well enough placed to win if he were good enough. 
Mahmoud had moved up several places, and was going 
well. He was well situated as the field approached 
Tattenham Corner. No jockey knows better than 
Smirke, who was riding Mahmoud, where to be in the 
Derby at Tattenham Corner. 

When the opening in the rails, which is roped and 
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shows where the field for the Metropolitan race leaves the 
Straight, was reached, Thankerton was four or five 
lei^ths in front of Bala Hissar. The Aga Khan’s colt 
obviously would never catch him, and it seemed that 
his owner must give up all hopes of winning his third 
Derby, and his second in succession, for Thankerton 
appeared certain to win. 

Smirke, who had been nursing Mahmoud’s doubtful 
fund of stamina carefully, noted the way the situation 
was developing amoi^ the leaders. He began to become 
anxious when he saw Thankerton so fiir ahead. There 
remained only rather more than a quarter of a mile to 
go. Though wishing to conserve Mahmoud’s strei^di 
until the last possible moment, he dared wait no longer. 
He decided to call on him for his final effort now. He 
tapped the grey grandson of the flying Mumtaz Mahal 
with his whip. Immediately Mahmoud bounded for/ 
ward, and began to catch Thankerton, not inch by inch, 
nor yard by yard, but almost as though the other were 
standing still. Smirke had fresh cause for anxiety when 
he saw how fast he was overtaking the leader. In another 
moment he would be past him, and he would then have 
to maintain his position with another quarter of a mile 
to go. Would Mahmoud’s stamina prove sufficient to 
last home? Would his jockey be blamed for having made 
his effort too soon? 

Mahmoud’s reply was decisive. He not only went past 
Bala Hissar and Thankerton, but he went past the win/ 
ning/post first, without the slightest suggestion that he 
would have stopped even had the race been another 
quarter of a mile longer than it was. The Aga Khan’s 
Taj Akbar also went past Thankerton (Bala Hissar had 
fUlen back beaten), but was not able to make the 
smallest impression on Mahmoud. The grey colt won 
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by three lei^ths, his time, 2 mins. 33 4<'5 secs., beiii^ a 
record for the Derby. Thankerton lasted long enough 
to gain third place, three/quarters of a length behind 
Taj Akbar, and Pay Up, the favourite, was fourth. 

Mahmoud had once again surprised most people by 
the manner in which he had lasted the course. He had 
won in really great style, as became a son of Blenheim, 
and with a burst of speed worthy of Mumtaz Mahal 
herself. Taj Akbar had also run a fine race, and given 
his owner the distinction of being the fifth ever to have 
his colours placed first and second in the Derby. 

Some five weeks later Mahmoud was due to run again. 
This was in the St. James’s Palace Stakes at Ascot, 
which Bahram had won for the Aga Khan the year 
before. It seemed extremely doubtful whether Mahmoud 
would be able to repeat this victory, for he was asked to 
give 7lb. to a most formidable opponent in Rhodes 
Scholar. Rhodes Scholar had finished fourth in the Two 
Thousand Guineas, in which the Aga Khan’s grey colt 
had been second. Taj Akbar had also defeated Rhodes 
Scholar in the spring at Epsom. Rhodes Scholar then 
had to be taken out of the Derby, suffering from sore 
shins and being slighdy lame. Nevertheless he was a 
colt of whom I had had, right through the season, the 
very highest opinion. I expected him to win the Derby, 
had he run. He upheld my opinion of him by defeating 
Mahmoud easily at Ascot, winning by five lengths. But 
it had to be remembered that Mahmoud had had a hard 
race in the Derby just before, and many a colt has gone 
to Ascot from Epsom and not been able to give of his 
best. 

The two were due to meet again in the St. Leger, run 
at Doncaster at the beginning of September. So well had 
Mahmoud lasted in the Derby, that he appeared to hold 
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an excellent chance over the mile and six furlot^s of the 
last of the season’s Classics. Rhodes Scholar, receiving 
7lb., had defeated Mahmoud at Ascot, but that had been 
over a mile. He had yet to show that he could last even 
a mile and a half. 

Unfortunately both the two outstanding horses of 
the meeting went down to the start of the St. Leger 
under a cloud. Mahmoud had not long before the race 
been suffering from heel bug, while the hard going had 
interfered with Rhodes Scholar’s training. He had 
never been at his best when the going was hard. When 
I saw him before the St. Leger he looked distinctly short 
of work. 

Nevertheless he went down to the start favourite at 
6 to 4 against, Mahmoud being second favourite at 5 to 
I. ThanJterton, who was third in the Two Thousand 
Guineas and the Derby, was third in the betting at 
6 to I, although he was most unlikely to last the mile 
and three/quarters of the St. Leger. He had not really 
lasted the mile and a half of the Derby. Raeburn followed 
in the betting at 9 to i, and then came Fearless Fox at 
100 to 6. Fearless Fox had run sixth in the Derby, where 
he did not have too clear a run. He had since done well 
at Newmarket, and was known to be fit and well. There 
could be no doubt about his ability to stay. Boswell, who, 
it is sad to recall, was my selection for the Derby, shared 
sixth place in the market on the race with three other 
horses. He had done well at Newmarket, where he was 
trained by Boyd^Rochfbrt. He had done equally well 
before the Derby, but had then failed in the race itself. 
Nevertheless his chances of winning at Doncaster were 
excellent, even though he was known to be suffering 
feom incipient heel bug. 

The conditions for die St. Leger were ideal. In the 
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early mornii^ there had been a thick mist, but this had 
cleared away by the afternoon and the light was good. 
The going was firm, but not so firm as it had been. The 
pleasant weather drew one of the largest attendances of 
visitors that I have ever seen at Doncaster. 

The thirteen runners reached the starting-post several 
minutes before the “ofT*. Smirke, Mahmoud's jockey, 
together with several others, thoughtfully dismounted. 
When the time came the jockeys mounted again, and 
Captain Allison quickly had the field away to a good 
start. Pizarro soon went into the lead, and he maintained 
this position right up to the Straight. Indeed it was only 
there that the real race began. Early in the Straight 
Mahmoud moved up on the outside, and there was a 
great fight between the Aga Khan’s grey colt, Boswell, 
and Fearless Fox. Rhodes Scholar had never been in the 
race with a chance. Even shordy after the start he was in 
the last group, and for a time was actually last. Coming 
into the Straight he was in the last three. 

At the mile and a half mark Mahmoud was going the 
best of the field, and would undoubtedly have won had 
the race been the distance of the Derby. But after that he 
was always being commanded by Boswell and Fearless 
Fox, and it was obvious that one or the other of these 
two would win. In the end Boswell was the victor by 
three-quarters of a length. Mahmoud came in third, three 
lengths behind the second. He was only just in ftont of 
the fourth and fifth, owing to the fact that Smirke 
dropped his hands some fi% yards from the winning- 
post. Otherwise he would have been an easy third — i 
very creditable performance, in view of his recent attack 
of heel bug. 

l^s was Mahmoud’s last race of the season, and of 
his career. After he had won the Derby it had been 
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announced that he would be sent to the stud at the end 
of the season. He was perhaps a trifle unfortunate in 
that he was fated to be the successor to a Bahrain. Had 
they not been somewhat overshadowed by that extras 
ordinarily brilliant career, his achievements would have 
appeared to better advants^e. But in any circumstances 
they could not appear to be anythii^ but outstanding. 
After a disappointing beginning to the season, when 
the grey colt had run fifth in the Greenham Plate at 
Newbury, he had never been unplaced in any of his 
four later races. The magnitude of this performance 
could be appreciated when it was remembered that three 
of these four races were the great Classics of the Jockey 
Club season — the Two Thousand Guineas, the Derby, 
and the St. Leger. The fourth was the St. James’s Palace 
Stakes at Ascot, one of the greatest races at the greatest 
race meeting in the world. In the Two Thousand the 
grey son of Blenheim did better than his sire, finishing 
second. Blenheim had been fourth. In the Derby Mah^ 
moud had not only repeated the other’s achievement by 
winning, but had done so in record time. Blenheim did 
not run again after the Derby, having broken down. 
Mahmoud, giving away weight, was second at Ascot, 
and third in the St. Leger. His Derby win had greatly 
contributed to the ^2.9^oyj which placed the Aga Khan 
third in the list of Leading Owners. He retired from 
the racecourse with honour to himself, and to his 
breeding. 
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LEADING OWNERS IN 1936 


Lord Astoi 
Lord Derby 
H.H. The Aga Khan 
Sir Abe Bailey 
Mr. W. Woodward 
Lord Rosebery 
Lord Stanley 
Lady Zia Wernher 
Mr. Marshall Field 
Mr. J. A. de Rothschild 
Lord Glanely 
Sir F. Elcy 


Winners 

Races 

Won 

Valise 

1 

9 

19 

38,131 

24 

40 

29,839 

II 

18 

29,057 

16 

21 

24,066 

7 

II 

18,310 

8 

12 

12,397 

2 

8 

11,556 

2 

5 

10,241 

3 

8 

9,300 

6 

8 

8,183 

II 

14 

7.374 

7 

14 

7,241 
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DETAILS OF MAHMOUD’S RACES IN 1936 
Newbury — April 1 

The Greenham Plate of 1,000 sovs.; for thre&'year/olds; 
second to receive 100 sovs. and the third 50 sovs. One 
mile. (Aaual value to winner >^840.) 

Noble King, 8st. 51b. Perryman i 

Zelmos, 8st. 51b. F. Fox 2 

Dennis Blink, 8st. 5lb. P. Gomez 3 

Also Ran: — Concordat, pst. ilb. (R. Dick), Mah/ 
Mouo (The Aga Khan), pst. 41b. (C. Smirke), 
Haulfryn, 8st. 51b. (C. Richards), Rondo, 8st. 5lb. 
(Bezant), Dytchley, 8st. 51b. (P. Beasley), Citadel, pst. 
ilb. (H. Jelliss), Columcille, pst. ilb. (H. Wr:^g), 
Vanbrugh, 8st. i3lb. (G. Richards), Amazon’s 
Model, 8st. 51b. (J. Marshall), Valerian, 8st. sib. 
(Brennan), Mendicant Friar, 8st. sib. (T. Weston), 
Cheveley Lad, 8st. sib. (Beary), Fontainebleau, 8st. 
slb. (A. Burns), Star Comedian, 8st. sib. (S.Wragg), 
Ormstead, 8st. slb. (S. Donoghue), Rush Hour, 8st. 
zlb. (Sirett), Danemore, 8st. slb. Q. Kirby). 

Startii^ Prices: — ii to 4 against Mahmoud, 6 to i 
Noble King, 8 to i Mendicant Friar, 100 to 9 
Ormstead, 100 to 8 each Concordat, Citadel, and 
Dytchley, 100 to 7 Cheveley Lad, 20 to i each 
against the others. 

Won by a length; ten lengths separated second and third. 
Concordat was fourth, and Danemore last. 
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Newmarket— April 2^ 

The Two Thousand Guineas Stakes of 100 sovs. each, 
with 2,000 guineas added, for entire colts and fillies 
foaled in 1933; the owner of the second to receive 10 
per cent and the owner of the third 5 per cent of the 
whole stakes. One mile. (Aaual value to winner 
;C9,450.) 

Pay Up (Lord Astor), pst. R. Dick i 

Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), pst. S. Donoghue 2 
Thankerton, pst. T. Burns 3 

Also Ran: — ^Rhodes Scholar, pst. (Sirett), Monument, 
pst. (P. Beasley), Abjer, pst. (E. Elliott), Fairey, pst. 
(Perryman), Walvis Bay, pst. (Lowrey), Midstream, 
pst. (F. Fox), Daytona, pst. (E. Smith), Convert, pst. 
(T. Weston), Wyndham, pst. (Beary), His Grace, 
pst. (H. Wragg), Squadron Castle, pst. (Dines), 
Raeburn, pst. (j. Marshall), Bala Hissar, pst. (C. 
Smirke), Boswell, pst. (R. Jones), Angel Bread, pst. 
(C. Richards), Don Valley, pst. (Nevett). 

Starting Prices: — 9 to 2 against Daytona, ii to 2 Pay 
Up, 6 to I Abjer, 8 to i Bala Hissar, 100 to 8 each 
Mahmoud and Boswell, lOO to 7 Monument, 100 to 
6 each Rhodes Scholar and Wyndham, i8 to i Mid-' 
stream, 25 to i each Convert and His Grace, 28 to i 
Raeburn, 40 to i each Walvis Bay and Thankerton, 
50 to I each against the others. 

Won by a short head; three lengths separated second and 
third. Rhodes Scholar was founh, and Don Valley 
last. 
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Epsom — May 27 

The 153rd Renewal of the Derby Stakes of 100 sovs. 
each, with 3,000 sovs. added, for entire colts and fillies 
&aled in 1933: owner of second receives 10 per cent 
and owner of third 5 per cent of the whole stakes; 
breeder of the winner to receive 500 sovs. out of the 
stakes. One mile and a half. (Actual value to winner 

£9.934-) 

Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), pst. C. Smirke i 
Taj Akbar (The Aga Khan), pst. G. Richards 2 
Thankerton, pst. T. Burns 3 

Also Ran: — Pay Up, pst. (R. Dick), His Grace, pst. 
(H. Wragg), Fearless Fox, pst. (E. Smith), Mendi<^ 
cant Friar, pst. (T. Weston), Walvis Bay, pst. (Low^ 
rey), Bel Aethel, pst. (S. Donoghue), Magnet, pst. 
(Carslake), Midstream, pst. (F. Fox), Noble King, 
pst. (Perryman), Squadron Castle, pst. (Dines), 
Barrystar, pst. (J. M^shall), Raeburn, pst. (Sirett), 
Bala Hissar, pst. (R. Jones), Haulfryn, pst. (F. Lane), 
Carioca, pst. (A. Wragg), Spinalot, pst. (H. Jelliss), 
Boswell, pst. (P. Beasley), Abjer, pst. (E. Elliott), 
Convert, pst. (Beary). 

Starting Prices: — 5 to i against Pay Up, 6 to i Taj 
Akbar, p to i each Noble King and Boswell, 100 to 
8 each Abjer and Mahmoud, 100 to 6 Bala Hissar, 
22 to I Carioca, 28 to i each Barrystar, His Grace, 
and Midstream, 33 to i each Convert and Thanker^ 
ton, 40 to I each Mi^net, Bel Aethel, and Fearless 
Fox, 45 to I Raeburn, 66 to i Haulfryn, 100 to i 
each against the others. 

Won by three len^hs; three-quarters of a length 
separated second and third. Pay Up was fourth, and 
Convert last. 
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Ascot— June i6 

The St. James’s Palace Stakes of loo sovs. each, with 
1,000 sovs. added for the winner, 400 sovs. for the 
second, and 200 sovs. for the third; for three/year^olds. 
One Mile. (Actual value to winner £,i,7S0.) 

Rhodes Scholar (Lord Astor), 9st. R. Dick i 
Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), pst. C. Smirke 2 
Daytona, pst. £. Smith 3 

Also Ran: — ^Midstream, pst. (F. Fox), Calder, pst. (R. 
Jones). 

Starting Prices: — ii to 8 on Mahmoud, 2 to i against 
Rhodes Scholar, 10 to i Midstream, 100 to 7 Daytona, 
33 to I against Calder. 

Won by five lengths; three lengths separated second and 
third. Midstream was fourth. 


Doncaster — September 9 

The St. Leger Stakes of 100 sovs. each, with 4,000 sovs. 
added; for entire colts and fillies foaled in 1933; the 
owner of the second to receive 10 per cent and the 
owner of the third 5 per cent of the whole stakes; the 
breeder of the winner to receive 500 sovs. out of the 
stakes. One mile, six furlongs. (Aaual value to 
winner ;(jio,555.) 

Boswell (Mr. William Woodward), pst. 

P. Beasley i 

Fearless Fox (Mr. Gordon Smith), pst. 

£. Smith 2 

Mahmoud (The Aga Khan), pst. C. Smirke 3 
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Also Ran: — ^Magnet, pst. (G. Richards), Thankerton, 
9st. (Beary), Esquemelii^, pst. (Bezant), Columdlle, 
pst. (S. Wragg), Pizano, pst. (R. Jones), His Grace, 
pst. (H. Wragg), Rhodes Scholar, pst. (R. Dick), 
Foxfield, pst. (T. Weston), Haulfi7n, pst. (F. Lane), 
Raeburn, pst. (T. Burns). 

Starting Prices: — 6 to 4 against Rhodes Scholar, 5 to i 
Mahmoud, 6 to i Thankerton, p to i Raeburn, too 
to 6 Fearless Fox, 20 to i each His Grace, Colum/ 
cille, Esquemeling, and Boswell, 33 to i Magnet, 66 
to I each against the others. 

Won by three-quarters of a length; three lengths 
separated second and third. Magnet was fourth, and 
Raeburn last. 
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CONCLUSION 

P rophecy is a dangerous pastime. It is not 
one in which I propose to indulge very 
extensively in this final chapter. 

In previous pages I have recounted and 
commented upon the careers of great racehorses of 
seasons gone by, but here I must deal with racehorses 
in the m^ng, and attempt to winnow the grain from 
the chaff. I have seleaed for mention the two^year/olds 
Mirza II, Tahir, Khan Bahadur, and Queen of Simla. 
I shall also deal briefly with that rather disappointing 
three^year/old, Le Grand Due. 

Le Grand Due’s career as a two/year/old had been 
not undistinguished. He had run second in his first race 
of the 1936 season. This was the Craven Stakes, run 
over five furloi^s at Newmarket in the middle of April. 
He was there beaten three lengths by Hesperis, to whom 
he was giving 6lb. He did not appear on a racecourse 
again until the second week in June, when he was set 
to run at Newbury over the five furlongs of the Kennet 
Stakes. Starting favourite, he won from Sisterhood by 
three-quarters of a length. Bright Beam being third, three 
lengths away. A week later he accomplished the best 
^t of his career, by winning the valuable New Stakes 
at Ascot by three-quarters of a length from Foray. 
Mormond Hill was third, four lengths away. This is 
also a five-furlong race. But when asked to go over six 
furlong at Doncaster in September he failed signally to 
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Stay, being able to come in no better than eighth in the 
Champagne Stakes. 

At the end of the season, and the beginning of the 
present one (1937), he was widely regarded as the Aga 
Khan’s Derby horse. There was never anything to 
warrant the supposition that he would win this great 
race. Right back in the early spring Frank Butters told 
me that he would never stay, and such was also my view. 
When I gave expression to this view, I must have 
received quite a dozen letters pointing out that Le 
Grand Due, who is by Blenheim out of La Douairiere, 
was bred to stay. But because a horse is bred to stay it 
does not always follow that he will do so. 

He had no race before the Two Thousand Guineas, 
run at Newmarket at the end of April. Over the mile of 
that Classic he tan eighth to Le Ksar. He then was given 
a race before the Derby. This was the Copeland Plate 
at Haydock, decided over one mile, two furlongs. The 
Aga Khan’s colt won easily from his only opponent, 
the four/year^old Agneta. 

In the Derby itself he ran third to Mid-day Sun and 
Sandsprite. The distance which separated first and 
second was a length and a half) and the same distance 
separated third and second. The parade of the field of 
twenty^one before the race, and inspection in the pad<' 
dock, showed Le Grand Due to be fit and well 
muscled up. The same might be said of Mid.'day Sun, 
who is a colt that appeals to me more and more every 
time that I see him. I must admit that Sandsprite did 
not interest me, as on form he appeared to stand no sort 
of chance whatsoever. 

After Le Ksar, the Guineas winner, had caused a 
certain amount of delay by turning round at the gate. 
Captain Allison got the field away to one of his usual 
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perfect starts. Le Grand Due was always well placed, 
and coming into the Straight was close behind the actual 
leaders. Coming down the hill Sandsprite began to 
improve, while Mid/day Sun was for the first time seen 
to be in the race with a chance. Two furlongs from the 
finish five horses, stretched across the course, were leading 
the field. Le Grand Due was among their number, but 
the ultimate first and second were not. One by one four 
of these five fell back beaten, and the Aga Khan’s colt 
was left in the lead. But it was only for a moment. Sand/ 
sprite came with a run on the outside and went past him, 
and then Michael Beary came bursting through on Mid/ 
day Sun, and went past both Le Grand Due and 
Sandsprite. 

At Ascot Le Grand Due was entered for the St. 
James’s Palace Stakes, in which Mahmoud had been 
second to Rhodes Scholar the previous season, and 
which Bahram had won the season before that. Not/ 
withstanding his breeding, Le Grand Due had never 
hitherto shown that he could stay, and it therefore seemed 
possible that the mile at Ascot might suit him. But, 
after being well placed goii^ into the Straight, he could 
do no better than to come in fourth to Goya II. 

For his fifth race of the season, the Midsummer Stakes 
at Newmarket, Le Grand Due started second favourite 
at 15 to 8, Midstream being made ft.vourite at 13 to 8. 
In a gallop with Felassa and Noble King four or five 
days previous to the race Le Grand Due had shown 
excellent form. The Aga Khan’s colt was the best of 
the three/year/olds et^aged in the race itselft while Mid/ 
stream was considered to be the better of the two four/ 
year/olds. For the first six furlongs Le Grand Due and 
Gallalane, ridden by Gordon Richards, led the rest of 
the field, with Midstream lying last but one of the five 
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staiters, but going easily. As the hill which leads to the 
winnii^^post was reached. Midstream was sent into the 
lead widiout any difficulty. He appeared certain then to 
win, but the Aga Khan’s colt held on and Midstream 
began to stop. The pair went past the winnit^<'post side 
by side, and I was doubtful whether Midstream had 
stayed on long enough to win. The judge awarded him 
the victory by a neck. Gallalane was third. 

Thus, at die dme of writing, Le Grand Due, if he 
has not disgraced himself, has done nothing to suggest 
that he is a great horse. The same is not to be said of one 
or two of his two/’year/old stable companions, who hold 
out every promise of shedding fresh lustre on the Aga 
Khan’s racit^ colours. Of these I select for first mendon 
the brilliant young Mirza II, not because I regard him 
as the most promising, but because of the way in which 
his astonishing speed has captured the populu imagina/ 
don. His exploits recall those of his bnUiant dam, the 
flying Mumtaz Mahal. There can be Utde doubt that he 
is the fastest two^year>’old seen on a racecourse since the 
days of the flying filly. 

Mirza II went down to the start of his very first race, 
the Bedford Two/Year/Old Stakes at Newmarket, an 
odds/’on favourite at 6 to 4. Here he was due to meet the 
King’s Foxbrush, who was third in the betdng at 8 to i. 
Smirke had the Aga Khan’s young colt well away dom 
the start, and, although Foxbrush held on to him undl 
halfway, as soon as he was asked Mirza II went right 
away and won as he pleased by six lengths. Foxbrush 
was an easy second, but had nothii^ with which to meet 
the other’s amazing burst of speed. 

And so to Ascot, where Mumtaz Mahal, as a two/ 
year/old, had spreadeagled her opponents when winning 
the Queen M;^ Stakes by ten lengths fiom Morals of 
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Teresina (Elliott up) winning from Papyrus in the finish of the 
Jockey Club Stakes, Newmarket, 1924 








Mumtaz Mahal, 1923. G. Hulme up 


CONCLUSION 

Marcus. Her son, Mirza II, was due to run in the 
Coventry Stakes, decided over five furlongs. The Aga 
Khan’s colt started once more an odds^n favourite at 
z I to 4. He was drawn No. 10 in a field of eleven. In 
previous seasons this position on the fiu side of the course 
would have been a poor one, for the Stands side had 
always had a monopoly of the winners. Thanks, how^ 
ever, to the new rails which have been erected along the 
fiir side of the straight course, that side is now as goM as 
the Stands side. 

In point of fact it would not have mattered in any dx^ 
cumstances where Mirza II was drawn. He won the race 
almost before it was begun. After a furlong Smirke was 
looking round, doubtless wondering whether the rest 
of the field had been recalled, so far were they behind. 
He kept on looking round — ^I devoutly hope that there 
were no apprentices watching him — ^and in the end won 
by three lengths from Onslaught, with Silver Spear II 
third, beaten for second place by a neck. 

Mirza II appeared to be stopping as he passed the 
winning-post, after covering the five furlongs at Ascot. 
It therefore was interesting to see how his stamina would 
fare over the five furlongs, 140 yards, of the important 
July Stakes, run six weeks later at the Newmarket First 
July Meeting. So easy had been his two former victories 
that once again he started an odds-on favourite at zoo 
to 6. He was opposed by only three other colts: Jubilee 
Day, the Fox and the Duck, and Heru. Once again, 
also, he had the race won almost before it had been 
started. From the “off” he left the rest of the field standii^ 
still, and was soon lengths and lengths in front. AU 
Smirke had to do was to sit still on him, and he finally 
ambled past the winning-post six lei^ths in firont of 
Jubilee Day. 
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Rather more than a fortnight later he appeared on the 
racecourse ;^ain. This was at the Newmarket Second 
July Meeting, in the Chesterfield Stakes, run on the same 
day as the Midsummer Stakes, in which Le Grand Due 
had come in second to Midstream. As usual Mirza II 
started favourite at 20 to i on, and once more he had 
only three opponents. He jumped ofT in firont in his 
usual style, and quickly established a lead which left his 
rivals no sort of chance whatever. He cantered with ano/ 
gant leisure past the winning/post, three lengths in firontof 
Epicea. A newcomer, the Eppie Adair filly, was third. 

Mirza II’s next (and, at die time of wridng, most 
recent) race was the Levant Stakes, run at Goodwood 
at the end of July. In this he was due to meet Silver 
Spear II, who, at level weights, had finished third to the 
Aga Khan’s colt in the Coventry Stakes at Ascot. At 
Goodwood Mirza II was due to give Silver Spear II a 
stone. Nevertheless one would have expected him to win 
once more with ease and elegance, but he succeeded in 
defeating Silver Spear II by only a length. 

Although this display was not very convincing, it had 
to be remembered that the Aga Khan’s brilliant young 
colt had been called upon to do a lot of racing. He had 
had five races before the end of July. None/the/less his 
showily at Goodwood brought me visions of that 
heaxMrending occasion on which Mumtaz Mahal had 
gone down to defeat at the hands of Arcade, when she 
found the mud and the sixth furlong at Kempton too 
much for her foiling stamina. 1 could not help thinking 
diat the time might come when Mirza II would also have 
to face six furlongs of soft going, and that he might then 
foil as his dam had done. In appearance he is a true son 
of his sire, Blenheim, the Derby winner, and he beus 
out the Aga Khan’s theory that only those Blenheims 
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H.H. The Aga Khan leading Blenheim into the Weighing Enclosure 
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Dastur (M. Beary up) parading at Epsom, 1932 
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Frank Rutters leading in Udaipur after the Oaks, 1932. M. Beary up 
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that ate like their sire axe good. (A recent exception to 
this rule is Danatello II, a most unlucky loser of the 
Grand Ptix at Longchamps.) But good as Mirza II 
undoubtedly is, I wonder wh^er he will ever be any/ 
thii^ more than a sprinter, as was his dam? He is a 
perfect racing machine, but it seems incredible that such 
tremendous speed should be allied with stamina. At the 
moment of writing he is still in the Derby, but 1 cannot 
visualise his training on into a three/year/old capable of 
repeating his sire’s triumph over that exacting mile and 
a half. Indeed I doubt if we shall see him staying the 
mile of the Two Thousand Guineas. Let us hope that 
time will prove me wrong. 

If the winner of the 1938 Derby is in one of the yards 
at Fitzroy House, then it is much more likely to be 
that fine two/year/old, Tahir. Tahir is a grey colt by 
Tetratema, out of Quarrat/al/Ain. The Aga Khan’s 
promising two/year/old was given his first outing at the 
Newmarket First Spring Meeting. Set to run over five 
furlongs in the Newmarket Stakes, he finished nearer last 
than ^t. But the race had brought him on, and there 
was no reason to doubt that he would do better later. 

He did not appear on a racecourse ^ain until the 
beginning of June, when he was set to run over five 
furlongs at Birmingham in the Warwickshire Breeders’ 
Foal Plate. He was made second favourite at 6 to i with 
The Ephesian, the Tete/a/Tete filly being favourite at 
4 to I. After The Ephesian had led until a furlong firom 
home, the Aga Khan’s colt took the lead, and went on 
to win by three/quarters of a length. Vespers was third, 
and the Tete-^Tete filly fourth. 

After this much improved showing Tahir’s chances 
at Ascot a week later appeared bright. He was set to 
run over five furlongs in the Chesham Stakes. For this 
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race the King's horse. Jubilee, was made the favourite 
at 5 to 2, Lohengrin beii^ second favourite at 9 to 2, 
and Tahir next at 5 to i. Rather more than a furlong 
fiom the finish the Aga Khan's colt was in firont on the 
near side of the course, and appeared certain to win. But 
Smirke, the stable jockey, was leaving nothing to chance 
and rode him all out to win fiom Lohengrin by two 
lengths. The Vespers filly was beaten for second place 
by a length and a half. Jubilee finished last. 

In the middle of July Tahir appeared at Sandown 
Park, in the Nation^ Breeders' Produce Stakes. The 
National Breeders' Produce Stakes is the richest event 
of the season for two^year^olds, beii^ worth on this 
occasion over ^ 6 , 000 . On all known form it appeared 
likely that one or other of the Aga Khan's two repre^ 
sentatives, Tahir or Far West, would be the winner. Far 
West had been beaten in only the last strides in the 
Windsor Casde Stakes at Ascot. For a long time the 
Ring appeared to be perplexed whom to make favourite, 
and bom the Aga Khan's entries in turn had that 
honour. But in the end Tahir was a firm favourite at 
II to 4. Far West had been badly drawn, and Tahir, 
whom Smirke had chosen as his mount, went down to 
the start much better than any of his rivals. 

Amoi^ these rivals were Portmarnock and Golden 
Hair. Ponmarnock is owned and bred by Sir Humphrey 
de Trafford. He had won a small race at Kempton on 
his first appearance. He then started favourite for the 
New Stakes at Ascot, but was beaten after the third 
furlong. His defeat could be attributed to the feet that 
he had been coughii^ shortly before the race. Golden 
Hair, a handsome colt by Fairway, had been bought by 
Miss Paget at Doncaster for the record sum, at a public 
auction, of 15,000 guineas. 
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Doncaster Races. Finish of the St. Leger, 1932. 

Won by Firdaussi. F. Fox up 
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The Aga Khan’s ist and 2nd in the Two Thousand Guineas, Newmarket, 1935. 
The finish. Won by Bahram (F. Fox) from Theft (G. Richards) 


r.. Richards on Theft 




Bahram, outside his own box after his retirement 
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The field got away to a good start. Smitke had Tahir 
well away, but after a furloi^ the Aga Khan’s colt 
rapidly &ll back, and was nearer last than first at halfi' 
way. At the three and a half furlong mark the race 
seemed to lie between Portmamock and the Golden 
Hair colt. But Tahir appeared suddenly to come to the 
decision that the National Breeders* Produce Stakes was 
worth making an effort to win. In a moment Smirke had 
him going, and the Aga Khan’s handsome colt came 
bursting dirough his field. In the last furlong he went 
past the Golden Hair colt, whom Portmamock had 
overcome, and began to go up on the latter. But Port^ 
mamock was goit^ so well that Tahir could not catch 
him, though he ran on and on. In the end Portmamock 
won by a let^th and a half, Tahir being second, a similar 
distance in fiont of the Golden Hair colt. 

This was an excellent exhibition on the part of the 
Aga Khan’s colt, for, giving away weight all round, he 
was running on at the end. Evidently a stayer, he was 
likely to be suited by the six furlongs over which his next 
race, the valuable ^m (Produce) Stakes, was decided 
at Goodwood at the end of July. For this he started an 
odds/on fiivourite at 13 to 8. Like many another good 
horse, he ran very lazily, and at the end of five furlongs 
did not seem likely to win. But as soon as Smirke woke 
him up he at once went ahead, and won with his ears 
pricked by three-quarters of a length. Halcyon Gift was 
second and Seventh Wonder third, a length and a half 
away. 

Had this race been over seven furloi^s instead of six, 
Tahir would have won by no more than he did. He is 
the type of colt who will do no more than is absolutely 
necessary to win. In this he resembles Bahram. Lazy 
colts are almost always good. Tahir appears to be a 
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genuine stayer. He has been running on at the end of his 
races. This is somewhat surprising, for it has always 
seemed that the stock of Tetratema did not stay. But 
after all his sire sired two St. Leger winnen in Pole/ 
march and Caligula. Tahir's record to date as a two/ 
year/old is suffidendy impressive. After being unplaced 
in the Newmarket Stakes, he won at Birmingham and 
Ascot, was second in the National Breeders’ Produce 
Stakes, and then won the Ham (Produce) Stakes. 1 
shall be surprised if much is not heard of the grey son of 
Tetratema in the 1938 season. 

I now come to consider a full brother to Mahmoud, 
Khan Bahadur. Khan Bahadur, by Blenheim out of 
Mah Mahal, is the colour of neither his sire nor his dam, 
and that is dways a bad sign. He is a chestnut. If he were 
to take after his sire he would have been bay, or grey if 
he took after his dam. 

To date he has made only one appearance on a race/ 
course. This was at Goodwood in the Richmond Stakes, 
run over six furlongs. He there came in a moderate third 
to Unbreakable and Pactolus. I cannot say that 1 cared 
for him, for he has no action in front that anyone could 
like. In the words of the best judge of a horse that I know, 
you could push a wheelbarrow through his four legs 
when he’s galloping. On the other hand Mahmoud, 
who was the colour of his dam and grand dam, Mumtaz 
Mahal, had as perfect an action as anyone could wish to 
see. Khan Bahadur is not yet a great racehorse, and with 
his action he may never be. 

The best two/year/old filly that the Aga Khan has at 
the moment is Queen of Simla. She has nude two 
appearances at the time of writing. The first of these was 
at the Newmarket Second Spring Meeting, in the 
Norfolk Stakes. Here she ran seventh to Capsolin. 
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Mahmoud (C. Smirke up) going out to win the Derby, 1936, 
followed by Taj Akbar 
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Bahadur. Goodwood, 1937 






-*^0^ Worn /^PrnHiirp^ Stakes. Goodwood, 19^7 
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Though she showed some promise in this running, it 
was not sufficient to suggest that she would have any 
chance of winnii^ her second race, the very valuable 
and important Queen Mary Stakes at Ascot. Yet, almost 
unconsidered in the betting, she was always well placed, 
and had the race won some distance from the winnii^/ 
post, holding off the challenge of Lord Ellesmere’s 
Kelpie to win by a neck. This was a really fine per/ 
fbrmance, and she should be well worth watching in the 
future. 

And so I end my survey of a stable that, since its in/ 
cradon in 1921, has had a very brilliant career. Much 
ofue credit for this must go to the famous trainers, stud 
managers, and jockeys that have been connected with it 
at one dme or another. But much too must be given to 
the Aga Khan himself, to whose generosity and shrewd/ 
ness as an owner tribute has been paid by all those 
associates who work for him, or have worked fi>r him 
in the past. His Highness has spent, or had spent on his 
behalf, much money on bloodstock. Some of the pur/ 
chases made on his Ixhalf have not subsequently jusufied 
the big sums spent on them. The Aga Khan has not 
complained. He has taken his bad luck, along with his 
good, like a sportsman. 
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TERESINA’S RACES 


Date 

1922 

Course 

Race 

Placing Val 

i 

Sept. 5 Derby 

Champion Breeders* Foal 
Stakes 

unplaced 

Sept. Newmarket 

Linton Stakes 

third 

I92J 

May 16 

Newmarket Newmarket Stakes 

second i 

June 8 

Epsom 

Oaks Stakes 

third I 

June 20 

Ascot 

Coronation Stakes 

second 4 

July 20 

Saniown 

Eclipse Stakes 

second $ 

Aug. 30 

York 

Great Yorkshire Stakes 

first u 

Sept. 12 

Doncaster 

St. Leger Stakes 

third 

Oa. 17 

Newmarket Cesarewitch 

second 

Oct. 20 

Unyifeld 

Lingfield Autumn Oaks 

unplaced 

1924 

May 31 

IJn£jield 

Lingfield Park 
Breeders’ Plate 

unplaced 

June 7 

Kimpton 

Queen’s Handicap 

third 

June 17 

Ascot 

Gold Vase 

unplaced 

June 25 

Newbury 

Royal Plate 

first I 

July 31 

Goodwood 

Goodwood Cup 

first I 

Sept. 12 

Doncaster 

Doncaster Cup 

unplaced 

Oa. 2 

Newmarket Jockey Club Stakes 
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Date 

1923 

Course 

Race 

Placii^ Value 
1 

May 16 

Newmtkt 

Spring Stakes 

first 

941 

June 19 

Ascot 

Queen Mary Stakes 

first 

2820 

July 21 

Sondoum 

National Breeders’ 
Produce Stakes 

first 

4357 

Aug. 3 

Goodwood 

Molecomb Stakes 

first 

1250 

Sept. II 

Doncaster 

Champagne Stakes 

first 

2395 

Oct. 12 

Ktmpton 

Imperial Produce Plate 

second 

300 


1924 


May 9 

Newmarket 

One Thousand Guineas 

second 

600 

June 18 

Ascot 

Coronation Stakes 

unplaced 

0 

July 30 

Goodwood 

King George Stakes 

first 

1360 

Aug. 26 York 

Nunthorpe Sweepstakes 

first 

810 


BLENHEIM’S RACES 



1929 





April 13 Ntwkry 

Manton Plate 

first 

166 

April 26 Sundown 

Stud Produce Stakes 

second 

200 

June I 

Windsor 

Speedy Plate 

first 

186 

June 20 

Ascot 

New Stakes 

first 

2880 

Sept. 10 

Doncaster 

Champagne Stakes 

second 

200 

Oct. 2 

Newmarket Hopeful Stakes 

first 

1265 

Oct. 17 

Newmarket Middle Park Stakes 

second 

200 

1930 





.prilii 

Newkry 

Greenham Plate 

unplaced 

0 

May 7 

Newmarket Two Thousand Guineas 

unplaced 

0 

June 4 

Epsom 

Derby Stakes 

first 10036 


2}} s 



THE AGA KHAN’S HORSES 


DASTUR’S RACES 


Date Course 
1931 

April 22 Epsom . 
June 2 Epsom 
June 16 Ascot 
July 29 Goodwood 
Sept. 30 Newmarket 


Race 

Hyde Park Stakes 
W ooDCOTE Stakes 
Coventry Stakes 
Levant Stakes 
Hopeful Stakes 


Placing Valt 

first 6< 

first 12: 

unplaced 
second i; 

third : 


1932 

April 14 Newmarket Free Handicap Sweep/ second 

STAKES 

April 27 Newmarket Two Thousand Guineas second 
June I Epsom Derby Stakes second 

June 15 Acot King Edward VII Stakes first 

June 29 Curra^b Irish Derby first 

July 29 Goodwood Sussex Stakes first 

Sept. 7 Doncaster St. Leger Stakes second 

Oct. II Newmarket Champion Stakes second 


K 

io< 

IK 

29 ( 

35 : 

lOI 

12: 

I 


1933 

April 19 Epsom City and Suburban 

Handicap 

June I Epsom Coronation Cup 

June 15 Acot Ribblesdale Stakes 

June 29 Newmarket Princess of Wales’s 

Stakes 

Oct. 10 Newmarket Champion Stakes 
O ct. 2j Newmarket Cambridgeshire Stakes 


unplaced 

first 15 
third I 

second 3 

dead/heat 6 
unplaced 


^34 



APPENDIX 


BAHRAM’S RACES 


Date 

I 9 J 4 

Course 

Race 

Placing Value 
1 

July 21 

Stmdom 

National Breeders’ 
Produce Stakes 

first 

5559 

Aug. 2 

Goodwood 

Rous Memorial Stakes 

first 

1140 

Aug. 30 

York 

Gimcrack Stakes 

first 

1412 

Oct. 3 

Newmarket 

Boscawen (Post) Stakes 

first 

600 

Oct i8 

Newmarket 

Middle Park Stakes 

first 

3047 

1935 

May I 

Newmarket 

Two Thousand Guineas 

first 

9339 

June 5 

Epsom 

Derby Stakes 

first 

9216 

June 1 8 

Ascot 

St. James’s Palace Stakes first 

3230 

Sept II 

Doruaster 

St. Leger Stakes 

first 

9543 


MAHMOUD’S RACES 


1935 

May 15 

Newmarket 

Spring Two/Year/Old 
. Stakes 

unplaced 0 

June 20 

Ascot 

New Stakes 

third 

100 

July 4 

Newmarket 

Exeter Stakes 

first 

830 

July 30 

Goodwood 

Richmond Stakes 

first 

1562 

Sept. 10 

Doncaster 

Champagne Stakes 

first 

2750 

Oct. 17 

Newmarket 

Middle Park Stak:es 

third 

190 

1936 

April I 

Newbury 

Greenham Plate 

unplaced c 

April 29 

Newmarket 

Two Thousand Guineas 

second 

1123 

May 27 

Epsom 

Derby Stakes 

first 

993 ^ 

June 16 

Ascot 

St. James’s Palace Stakes 

second 

40 ( 

Sept 9 

Doncaster 

St. Leger Stakes 

third 

62( 
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